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ABSTRACT

Background: Interprofessional collaboration is considered a key-factor to deliver the highest quality
of care. Interprofessional collaboration (IPC) assumes a model of working together, in particular with
awareness of the process of interprofessional collaboration, to develop an integrated and cohesive
answer to the needs of the client/family/population. Educational modules are developed in response
to a perceived need to improve interprofessional collaboration for the benefit of patient care. Up until
2005, no explicit module on interprofessional collaboration existed in the education programs of the
Antwerp University Association (AUHA). During a decade the Interprofessional Collaboration in
Healthcare (IPCIHC) module is organised and evaluated by its participants.

Methods: One group, post-test design was used to gather data from the participating students
using a structured questionnaire. Data was collected between March 2005 and March 2014 from
participating final year students in healthcare educational programs.

Results: 3568 (84% overall response) students evaluated the IPCIHC module from 2005 up to
2014. Over 80% of the participants were convinced the IPCIHC increased their knowledge and
changed their understanding that it will impact their future professional relationships, and felt a
greater understanding about problem-solving in healthcare teams. Even though the results indicate
that the goals of the IPCIHC module were achieved, less than 60% of the participants experienced
a change in attitude towards other professional groups.

Conclusions: Despite the positive outcomes from the participants, the challenge still remains to
keep on educating future healthcare providers in interprofessional collaboration in order to achieve
an increase in interprofessional behaviour towards other professional groups. Research is needed
to investigate the effectiveness of undergraduate programs on the quality and safety of patient care
in practice.
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