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Prof. Adriaan Neel from Yale University in New Haven in the United States of America recently delivered his inaugural
lecture as Professor Extraordinary in the Department of Ecclesiology at the University of the Free State (UFS). His inaugural
lecture coincided with the official opening of the Jonathan Edwards Center Africa in the Faculty of Theology of the UFS.

The appointment of Prof. Neele as Professor Extraordinary in the Department of Ecclesiology follows the vast growth of the
Jonathan Edwards Centre Africa.

Prof. Neele delivered his inaugural address on: A Transitional Moment in Theology where he argued for the classicality and
catholicity of Edwards’ theology.

In his lecture Prof. Neele concluded: “In the midst of the challenging and changing times of 1737-42 of New England’s
history and theology, Edwards revisited fundamental questions of theological prolegomena. The formulation of his answers
demonstrated not only continuity and discontinuity but also a demanding appropriation of intellectual thought, that of the
catholicity and classicality of theology. The discourse was drafted and heard in Northampton, published in 1788, and soon
afterwards forgotten; yet its message was timeless, ‘Practice according to what knowledge you have. This will be the way
to know more’.

“The appointment at this prestige university of Southern Africa is both an honour and humbling. I look forward to a
beneficial and academic engagement with students, as well as to serve the academy and the church,” Prof. Neele said.
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