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The Department of South African Sign Language and Deaf Studies at the University of the 

Free State (RSA), in partnership with the African Association for Lexicography (Afrilex), is 

pleased to announce the workshop of the 27th International Afrilex Conference 2023. 

Topic  
Creating a bilingual Sign Language/English video glossary:  

The process at the National Institute for the Deaf (South Africa) 

Presenter Dirkie Ebersohn,  

Content Development Manager at the National Institute for the Deaf Sign Language Centre 

Date Tuesday, 26 September 2023 

Time 13:00-15:30 (GMT+2) [to be confirmed] 

Platform Microsoft Teams  

(ISPN and Afrilex delegates who wish to do so, can attend the virtual event at the 

conference venue) 

Language South African Sign Language, with interpretation to English 

Fee R500 (included in registration fee for Afrilex and ISPN 2023 delegates) 

Deadline Register, pay and provide proof of payment by 20 August  

Register https://www.ufs.ac.za/conferences/conference/2023-international-symposium-

on-place-names/ispn-2023/ispn-2023-home-page 

Queries can be directed to Dr Chrismi Loth at kongresETFB@ufs.ac.za 

Content  

Working with a sign language is very different to working with spoken languages, more so than 

just the medium. This workshop will go into detail on the process followed by the National 

Institute for the Deaf to create a bilingual South African Sign Language-English video glossary. 

• Vocabulary 

o How to select appropriate elicitation materials?  

• Data Collection and Participants 

o How to elicit signs without influencing the participant? 

o What should you look for in your participants? 

• Data Analysis 

https://www.ufs.ac.za/sasl/department-of-south-african-sign-language-and-deaf-studies-(incorporating-the-unit-for-language-facilitation-and-empowerment)/unlisted-pages/community/multilingual-public-speaking-contest
https://www.afrilex.co.za/
https://www.ufs.ac.za/conferences/conference/2023-international-symposium-on-place-names/ispn-2023/ispn-2023-home-page
https://www.ufs.ac.za/conferences/conference/2023-international-symposium-on-place-names/ispn-2023/ispn-2023-home-page
mailto:kongresetfb@ufs.ac.za


    

     
 

o How to analyse signs in a sign language? 

o What to do if there's no established list of phonemes? 

• Studio Recordings 

o How to position the model to get the best clarity. 

• Practical experience 

o How to prepare participants. 

o Studio set-up to accurately reproduce signs. 

 

More about the presenter 

Dirkie Ebersohn 

Content Development Manager at the National Institute for the Deaf Sign Language Centre 

(NID), South Africa 

 

Dirkie Ebersohn was born Deaf and embraces his native language, South African Sign 

Language (SASL), and culture. As a learner, he attended the De la Bat School in Worcester, 

where he completed his matric. 

Beginning his career as an artist, he migrated to digital media and applied his skills to 

increasing access for Deaf people through specially adapted graphical media. 



    

     
 

He is currently employed as Content Development Manager at the National Institute for the 

Deaf's Sign Language Centre in Worcester, South Africa. In this capacity, he is primarily 

responsible for the development of our South African Sign Language Video Dictionary. 

Thousands of SASL videos are available in this resource, based on scientific data collection. 

Deaf himself, he aims to improve SASL resources from a linguistic perspective. 

Currently he is also studying at the University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg - Arts 

Occasional Undergraduate Studies, which includes modules such as Introductory 

Linguistics, Sociolinguistics, and Poetry & Storytelling, all in SASL. 

 

ISPN workshop 

Topic  

Geographical names data processing and management:  

Data processing, database management and production of geographical names information 

and gazetteers. 

Presenter Pier-Giorgio Zaccheddu,  

Convenor of the Working Group on Geographical Names Data Management of UNGEGN 

Date Tuesday, 26 September 2023 

Time 16:00-18:00 (GMT+2) 

Platform Microsoft Teams  

(ISPN and Afrilex delegates who wish to do so, can attend the virtual event at the 

conference venue) 

Language English. Indicate with registration if South African Sign Language interpretation is 

required. 

Fee R500 (included in registration fee for ISPN and Afrilex 2023 delegates) 

Deadline Register, pay and provide proof of payment by 20 August  

Register https://www.ufs.ac.za/conferences/conference/2023-international-symposium-on-

place-names/ispn-2023/ispn-2023-home-page 

Queries can be directed to Dr Chrismi Loth at kongresETFB@ufs.ac.za 

 

https://www.ufs.ac.za/conferences/conference/2023-international-symposium-on-place-names/ispn-2023/ispn-2023-home-page
https://www.ufs.ac.za/conferences/conference/2023-international-symposium-on-place-names/ispn-2023/ispn-2023-home-page
mailto:kongresetfb@ufs.ac.za

