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UNIVERSITY OF THE 
FREE STATE 

UNIVERSITEIT VAN DIE 
VRVSTAAT 

YUNIVESITHI YA 
F R EISTATA 

The Council of the University of the Free State, has made the Statute set out in the schedule 

to this notice, in accordance with section 32 of the Higher Education Act, 1997 (Act No. 101 

of 1997), as amended, which is, in terms of section 33 of the said Act, hereby published with 

the approval of the Minister of Higher Education and Training which comes into operation on 

the date of its publication. 
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i) the Directors 

j) the Heads of Department or Departmental Chairpersons; 

k) the Convocation; 

I) the Alumni; 

m) the Institutional Forum; 

n) the faculties, the schools, and such other academic structures of the University as 

may be determined by the Council; 

o) the academic employees of the University; 

p) the employees other than academic employees of the University; 

q) the Central SRC and campus SRCs; and 

r) the students of the University. 

(2) The Chancellor is elected for a period to be determined by the Council, but not 

exceeding five years, unless he or she tenders a resignation in writing to the Council 

or vacates office for any other reason before the end of his or her term of office. The term 

of office of the Chancellor may be extended once for another period not exceeding five 

years. 

(4) 

(5) 

If the Chancellor is absent, or if the office is vacant, the Rector and Vice- Chancellor, or 

a Vice -Rector nominated by the Rector and Vice -Chancellor, acts for the Chancellor. 

The Chancellor must at all times embody the aspirations and values of the University 

and actively advance the interests of the University. 
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(a) Preside at any meeting of the Finance Committee or the Audit Committee. 

(b) Borrow or invest any money of the University. 

(c) Approve the Audit Plan. 

(d) Approve any contract that falls outside the approved procurement or budgeting 

processes. 

Make an institutional statute. 

Enter into an agreement as contemplated in section 40(2) of the Act. 

ion contemplated in section 40(2) of the Act. 

management. 

(10) Subject to section 31(1)(a)(iii) of the Act, the Rector and Vice -Chancellor must be 

elected by the Council after consultation with the Senate and the Institutional Forum, 

at a meeting( -s) called specially for that purpose, and by a majority of the total number 

of members of the Council actually holding office on the date of the election. 
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If the Office of the Rector and Vice -Chancellor becomes vacant for whatever 

reason, the Council must appoint an acting Rector and Vice -Chancellor, after 

consultation with the Senate and the Institutional Forum, to act as Rector and Vice - 
Chancellor until such time as a new Rector and Vice -Chancellor takes up his or 

her appointment. A successor must be appointed not later than a year after the 

vacancy arose. 
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(2) The Council, in accordance with paragraph 28of this Statute, consists of- 
(a) the Rector and Vice -Chancellor; 

(b) one Vice -Rector (rotating annually); 

(c) five persons appointed by the Minister; 

(d) one person appointed by the Premier of the Free State Province; 

(e) two members of the Senate elected by the Senate, o n e of whom represents 

the human sciences faculties and the other the natural sciences faculties; 

(f) one person from the religious /faith communities, elected as determined by the 

Institutional Rules; 

(g) four representatives of the convocation, elected by the convocation in terms of Institutional 

Rules, three of whom are external; 

(h) one person designated by the donors of the University as determined by the 

Institutional Rules; 

(i) one academic employee who is not a member of the Senate, elected by the 

academic employees; 

(j) one employee other than an academic employee elected by employees other than 

academic employees; 
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(k) two students who are members of the Central SRC, one representing the 

Bloemfontein Campus and the other the Qwaqwa Campus, appointed by the Central 

SRC; 

(I) one person appointed by the South African Local Government Association: 
Free State; 

(m) the Chairperson of the Institutional Forum; and 

(n) eight persons with a broad spectrum of competencies in the fields of 
finance, physical planning, human resources, auditing, health, information 

technology and legal matters, appointed as far as possible with 
consideration for gender and racial equity by the Council. 

(6) Persons who stand to be nominated, elected or designated to serveonthe Council - 
(a) may not be un- rehabilitated insolvents; 

(b) may not be persons declared mentally ill by a court of law; and 

(c) may not be persons who have been convicted of an offence and sentenced to 

more than 12 months' imprisonment without the option of a fine; however, a 

disqualification under this subparagraph ends five years after the sentence has 

been completed. 
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Subject to contrary provisions of this Statute - 
(a) a member of the Council holds office for a period of four years which is renewable 

once for another period of four years; 

the chairperson and the vice -chairperson, in accordance with paragraph 17(2) of 

this statute, also hold office for a period of four years, or for such shorter period 

during which he or she is a member of the Council. The terms of office of the 

chairperson and the vice -chairperson are renewable once for another term of four 

years; 

the secretary holds office for as long as he or she holds the office of Registrar 

to which he or she was appointed, and by virtue of which he or she is the secretary 

to the Council; 

(6) A member of the Council other than the Rector and Vice- Chancellor and the 

Vice -Rector, must vacate his or her office if he or she - 
(a) is absent without leave from two consecutive ordinary meetings of the Council; 

(b) is declared insolvent by a court of law; 

(c) is convicted of an offence and sentenced to imprisonment without the option of a 

fine; or 

is declared mentally ill by a court of law. 
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(1) A vacancy in the office of the Chancellor, the Rector and Vice -Chancellor, the Vice - 

Rectors or in the number of members of the Council, or among the representatives of the 

Senate and the Institutional Forum on the Council, or in the membership of Senate or the 

Institutional Forum, does not impair or affect the existence of the University or any 

powers, rights or privileges conferred by this Statute or the Act upon the University, 

the Council, the Senate or the Institutional Forum. 

(2) Whenever a vacancy is about to occur in the office of the chairperson or of the vice 
- 

chairperson by effluxion of time, the secretary must give notice thereof in writing to all 

members of the Council at least 21 days before the last ordinary meeting of the 

Council held before the expiration of such term of office, and the Council must, at that 

ordinary meeting, elect a successor. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph (1), a resolution of the Council, the 

Senate or the Institutional Forum is valid only when passed at a meeting at which a 

quorum is present and where there has been compliance with all the other 

applicable provisions of this Statute. 
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If a vacancy occurs in the office of the chairperson or of the vice -chairperson for any 

reason other than effluxion of time, the secretary must give notice thereof in writing to 

the members of the Council, and the Council must, at its first ordinary meeting, which 

must be held at least 21 days after such notification, elect some other external 
member as the chairperson or the vice -chairperson, as the case may be, who holds office 

for the unexpired term of office of his or her predecessor. 

W
 

(7) All matters must be decided by a majority of votes of the members present and 

voting, except in electing the Chancellor and the Rector and Vice -Chancellor, where 

the decision must be taken by a majority of the number of members who actually 
hold office on the date of the election. 
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(9) The chairperson may allow a person who is not a member of the Council to attend 

meetings of the Council without the right to vote, which person is not entitled to 

participate in any discussion of the Council unless he or she has obtained the prior 

permission of the meeting to do so. 
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general, including laying down guidelines respect of 

(a) strategic management, including the adoption of the university vision, mission and 

values and monitoring their realisation; 

(b) financial management, including the stipulation of tuition fees; 

(c) personnel matters; 

(d) creating a positive academic climate; 

(e) disciplinary matters concerning employees and students; and 

(f) admission of students. 
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(1) The Senate consists of- 
(a) the Rector and Vice -Chancellor (Chairperson); 

(b) the Vice -Rectors; 

(c) the Registrars; 

(d) all full professors; 

(e) one member of the Council, who is not an employee or student of the 

University, elected by the Council; 

(f) the deans of faculties; 

(g) the dean of students; 

(h) the heads of the Qwaqwa and South campuses; 

(i) three lecturing staff in the categories of senior lecturer and lecturer per faculty 

elected from nominations; 

(4) Any function of the Senate may, by resolution, be entrusted to any member, the 

Executive Committee of the Senate or the University Management Committee as 

contemplated in paragraphs 31 and 3 2 of this Statute, or a committee of the Senate, 

including any standing committee established by the Senate as contemplated in section 

29 of the Act, with such decisions being reflected in the Institutional Rules. 
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(j) forty two representatives of Heads of Department elected from nominations 

proportionate to the size of the faculty; 

(k) other academic employees as provided for by the Institutional Rules; 

(I) three members of the SRC; 

(m) one student representative from each faculty (7 in total) elected in terms of the 

election procedures and criteria; 

(n) one student representative from each faculty (4 in total) representing the Qwaqwa 

campus elected in terms of the election procedures and criteria; 

(o) Director: Student Academic Services. 
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At least one month before the date of the meeting referred to in subparagraph 2 4 (2), 

the secretary or the chairperson of the Senate must give notice of the vacancy and the 

date of the meeting to the members of the Senate, who must elect from amongst 

their numbers a successor to serve in this office for the unexpired term of the 

predecessor, provided that a retiring member may be re- elected. 
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(3) The I F consists of 

(a) two representatives of the University Management Committee, designated by the 

University Management Committee; 

(b) two representatives of the Council designated by the Council; 

(c) two representatives of the Senate, elected by the Senate; 

(d) two representatives of the academic employees, other than Senate members, elected by 

the academic employees; 

(e) four representatives of employees other than academic employees, elected by employees 

other than academic employees; 

(f) two representatives of the Central SRC, designated by the Central SRC; 

(g) two representatives of the recognised trade unions representing employees of the 
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University, designated by the trade unions; and 

(h) one or two designated representatives of other stakeholder groups as identified by the IF 

and approved by the Council, provided that when such a group ceases to exist the 

membership of its representative ends. 
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As contemplated in section 29 of the Act and paragraph 20(1) of this Statute, the 

University has an executive committee of the Senate, which consists of the Rector and 

Vice -Chancellor, the Vice -Rectors, the Registrars, the Deans and representatives from 

Senate as determined in the Institutional Rules. 
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Meetings of the Convocation must take place in Bloemfontein and must be 

convened by the Registrar, as contemplated in section 26(4)(b) of the Act, who 

serves as Secretary to the Convocation and is supported by the Office of Alumni 

Affairs or another staff member as designated by the Rector and Vice Chancellor. 

(a) at the request of the president of the convocation at least once every two years, 

or 

(b) at any time upon the written request of at least 25 members, provided that they 

furnish details regarding the matters for consideration in the form of separate 

motions. 
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(3) Each congregation is constituted in the manner prescribed by the Council, and is 

presided over by the Chancellor or Rector and Vice -Chancellor, or in his or her 

absence, the acting Rector and Vice -Chancellor or a Vice -Rector. 

(4) The procedures with regard to the introduction of the graduates, the awarding of 

qualifications in absentia, academic wear and all other matters affecting the graduates 

for which provision is not made in this chapter, are determined by the Senate. 
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(3) A provision applicable to any person immediately before the announcement of this 

Statute, in terms of any statute repealed by subparagraph (1) but not re- included in this 

Statute, continues to be applicable to the University and such person as if such statute 

was not repealed. 
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