
  
 

 

Campus Lingo 

You will hear new words, and we have simplified a few for you so that you don’t struggle 
in your adjustment to university ‘lingo’. 

  

Academia The environment or community concerned with the pursuit of research, 
education, and scholarship, such as a university. Other words with the same meaning 
include ‘educational, intellectual, scholarly, and scholastic’. 

Academic A teacher or scholar in a university or other institute of higher education. 

Academic year A specified period given for the academic activities of a specific year, 
consisting of two semesters. 

AP score Admission point score allocated to your school subjects for admission to 
tertiary institutions. 

Applying for admission The process by which a person’s personal data is captured 
onto the university’s database, but does not mean they have been accepted yet. 

BA Bachelor of Arts degree. 

BComm Bachelor of Commerce degree. 

BSc Bachelor of Science degree. 

College A cluster of student communities created to facilitate interconnectedness 
amongst our diverse student population. 

Compulsory module A necessary module that a student has to do. 

Credit The recognition obtained when a student passes examinations or tests to comply 
with conditions for completion of a qualification. 

Dean The head of a faculty. 

Degree A qualification awarded to a student for successful completion of a course. 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor Person who is second in charge under the Vice-Chancellor. 
You will hear people say ‘DVC’. 

Distinction A final mark of 75% or more achieved in a module/course. 

Elective module A selection of additional credits from which a choice may be made to 
ensure that the purpose of the qualification is achieved. 

Exemption Students do not have to take examinations in a module, e.g., promoting a 
module. 



  
 

 

Faculty A collection of departments focusing on similar divisions of knowledge. 

Faculty Manager A manager of the faculty. The person you contact when you need to 
make any enquiries with regard to your admission, registration and studies. 

Fundamental or Core module A module of which the learning forms the basis or 
foundation for the education required to obtain the qualification. 

Gateway Amigos Volunteers who assist first-entering students during Gateway FYO 
and the initial transition/orientation period. 

Gateway First-year Orientation Programme (aka Gateway FYO) A programme that is 
purposefully designed to orientate new Kovsies effectively into the UFS environment 
and culture. 

Graduation The receiving or conferring of an academic degree or diploma. 

HOD Head of Department. 

Hons Honours degree. A degree that follows an undergraduate degree. 

International student A student who is not a South African citizen. 

Kovsie A student studying at the University of the Free State. 

Lecturer A person that educates at an institution of higher learning. 

MA/Med/MBA/MSc/MCom A masters degree that follows an honours degree. 

MB ChB Medical degree. 

MBA Master of Business Administration. 

Module A self-contained unit of learning that forms part of the course. 

NSFAS National Student Financial Aid Scheme, a bursary scheme enabling students to 
fund their studies. 

Orientation A period that gives first-entering students an opportunity to familiarise 
themselves with their university, in this way assisting in their transition to higher 
education. 

Peer Mentor trained senior undergraduate students who assist to create an enabling 
environment oriented toward the support and encouragement of individual student 
growth and development. 

PGDip Postgraduate diploma. A specialised diploma that follows an undergraduate 
degree. 



  
 

PhD A PhD is a degree awarded to people who have done advanced research into a 
particular subject. PhD is an abbreviation for ‘Doctor of Philosophy’. 

 

 

Plagiarism When you use someone’s words without acknowledging them. 

Postdoc A postdoctoral or postdoc is a person professionally conducting research after 
the completion of their doctoral studies. 

Postgraduate What you become after you complete your degree. Postgraduate is also 
used to refer to an honours, PGDip, masters, PhD, or postdoctoral degree studied after 
obtaining an undergraduate degree, i.e. postgraduate degree. 

Predicate The total semester mark that determines whether or not a student can take 
an exam (as per faculty requirement). 

Prerequisites The requirements for admission to a module, as stated in the general 
rules of the faculty. 

Professor A university academic of the highest rank. 

Registrar Responsible for student administration and institutional governance. 

Registration A contractual agreement entered into annually by the university and an 
aspirant student, subject to procedures by virtue of which she or he is granted student 
status. 

RPL Recognition of Prior Learning. 

Semester A study period extending to half of the academic year. 

Senate The body that governs academic policies and procedures in respect of teaching, 
learning, research and academic functions. 

SRC Student Representative Council. 

Syllabus The content of the module/course. 

Teaching and Learning Manager (TLM) A manager of the faculty’s teaching and 
learning unit. The person you contact when you need to make any enquiries with regard 
to your studies, academic appeals and curriculum needs. 

Undergraduate When you are doing your diploma or degree. A university student who 
has not obtained any degree or diploma. 

Vice-Chancellor A person who is the principal of the university. 

Work-integrated learning/Practical module Compulsory learning required in 
situations contextually relevant to a particular qualification. 


