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Qwaqwa Research Management and Funding Committee Awards 2026 – Winners

CATEGORY WINNERS

Top Achiever Researcher

Prof Oliver Nyambi – Faculty of The Humanities
Dr Calvin Mudzingiri – Faculty of Economic and Management Sciences
Dr Lulama Mdodana-Zide – Faculty of Education
Prof Patricks Otomo – Faculty of Natural and Agricultural Sciences

Most Promising Emerging 
Researcher

Dr Nonki Motahane – Faculty of The Humanities
Dr Regret Sunge – Faculty of Economic and Management Sciences
Dr Ijeoma Ogbonnaya – Faculty of Education
Dr Nthatisi Nyembe – Faculty of Natural and Agricultural Sciences

Interdisciplinary Research 
Excellence Award

First Place: Prof Ralph Clark – Afromontane Research Unit
Second Place: Prof Grey Magaiza – Centre for Gender and Africa Studies

Most Innovative Research 
Project

First Place: Prof Ralph Clark – Afromontane Research Unit
Second Place: Prof Richard Ocaya – Faculty of Natural and Agricultural Sciences

Most Outstanding Research 
Support Staff Member

First Place: Dr Zandile Mcube – Faculty of Natural and Agricultural Sciences
Second Place: Dr Nozipho Kheswa – Faculty of Natural and Agricultural Sciences
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The UFS celebrates a few familiar 
faces, and a few new ones By Teboho Mositi
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