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AIC 		  African Initiates Churches 
ALP 		  Academic Leadership Programme 
BDiv		  Bachelor of Divinity 
CHSSA		  Church History Society of Southern Africa
CLF 		  Christian Literature Fund 
Copesco  	 Community Outreach and Public Engagement Scholarship Committee
DHET 		  Department of Higher Education and Training 
DRC 		  Dutch Reformed Church
EABS 		  European Association of Biblical Studies
ETLS 		  Educational Technology and Learning Spaces Committee 
FAAO		  Faculty Academic Advising Office
FEST 		  Forschungsstätte der Evangelischen Studiengemeinschaft 
FESCO		  Faculty Engaged Scholarship Committee
FGP		  Future Generation Professoriate 
FSC 		  Faculty Student Council
GHREC 		  General Human Research Ethics Committee 
HCT		  Historical and Constructive Theology
HELM 		  Higher Education Leadership and Management 
ISBL 		  International Society of Biblical Literature 
JSEM		   Journal for Semitics 
MDiv		  Master of Divinity 
MoU 		  Memorandum of Understanding 
MTh 		  Master of Theology 
NCLS 		  National Church Life Survey 
NRF 		  National Research Foundation 
NTSSA 		  New Testament Society of Southern Africa 
OTSSA 		  Old Testament Society of Southern Africa
PGDip		   Postgraduate Diploma 
REAP 		  Research Excellence Accelerator Programme 
RSG 		  Radio Sonder Grense 
SACC 		  South African Council of Churches 
SADC 		  Southern African Development Community 
SAYAS 		  South African Young Academy of Science
SBL 		  Society of Biblical Literature 
SLP 		  Short Learning Programme 
SNTS 		  Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas 
SOTS 		  Society for Old Testament Study 
TRRR		  Transatlantic Roundtable on Religion and Race
TSSA 		  Theological Society of Southern Africa 
UCDG 		  University Capacity Development Grant 
UFS 		  University of the Free State 
Unisa		  University of South Africa 
URCSA 		  Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa
USA	 	 United States of America 
UWC 		  University of the Western Cape
WCC 		  World Council of Churches
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This year invited us into greater clarity, collaboration, and a renewed understanding of what it means to be a 
faculty rooted in theology yet deeply responsive to the world around us. Under the leadership of Professor John 
Klaasen, the Office of the Dean held together the threads of vision and implementation, ensuring that our work 
remained anchored in our Strategic Plan, responsive to our people, and aligned with our identity.

From key faculty engagements to student-centred initiatives, 2024 was about purposeful engagement. We 
supported strategic projects, activated new networks, and strengthened internal coherence, while navigating a 
changing higher education landscape.

The Office of the Dean focused on:
• Strengthening internal operations and supporting colleagues in their academic and administrative roles.
• Creating platforms for dialogue and academic exchange through Theological Day, benchmarking sessions, and   
faculty-wide planning meetings.
• Expanding postgraduate programmes and international collaborations.
• Partnering with community projects such as the Heidedal Child and Youth Care Centre initiative, reminding us 
that theology lives beyond lecture halls.
At the heart of all these efforts was a commitment to Vision 130, our core values, and the faculty we are becoming: 
inclusive, excellent, public-facing, and steadfast in our pursuit of transformation.

In 2024, Mr Lethabo Machabaphala led faculty marketing. Marketing was about more than promotion it was 
about cultivating presence and ensuring that our faculty was seen, heard, and felt across platforms, events, and 
communities. The Marketing and Communication portfolio focused on creating visibility that builds meaningful 
connections – connections that, in turn, drive applications, partnerships, and impact.
Guided by the University of the Free State’s (UFS) Vision 130 framework and the faculty’s Strategic Plan, we 
supported a range of projects that amplified our theology-in-action voice.

• Ran targeted LinkedIn and Facebook advertisements for undergraduate and postgraduate applications, with a 
focus on quality leads and authentic messaging.
• Implemented a renewed website storytelling strategy, updating programme pages, student testimonials, and 
lead-tracking integrations.
• Supported faculty interviews, write-ups, and visual assets that were shared across institutional platforms and 
external networks.

• Represented the faculty at Institutional Open Days in Bloemfontein and Qwaqwa, local career exhibitions, and 
mini open days in Durban and Cape Town.
• Co-hosted and branded Grade 9 to 12 evenings, Connect2Kovsie events, and Career Exploration Days, positioning 
theology as part of early subject and career decision-making.
• Coordinated all communication and branding for Postgraduate Virtual Open Days, converting expressions of 
interest into applications.

2024 Annual Reflections

Strategic Storytelling in Motion

Marketing and Communications

Digital Campaigns with Purpose

Highlights from 2024:

On-the-Ground Visibility
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• Supported the design and storytelling of key events including Theological Day, the Faculty Awards Ceremony, 
and the Publication Fair.
• Ensured all internal and public-facing materials reflected the faculty’s voice – grounded, excellent, African, and 
transformative.

• Worked closely with the Dean’s Office and FESCO on the Heidedal Child and Youth Care Centre initiative, 
developing concept notes, posters, and campaign visuals.

In essence, 2024 was a year of embodying – rather than merely expressing – who we are as a faculty. Whether 
online or on the ground, from application forms to student testimonies, we continued to shape a brand that 
reflects our values: rooted in theology, driven by purpose, and in constant dialogue with the world around us.
Marketing is not simply a department; it is the story we live. Over the past year, that story deepened, expanded, 
and reached more hearts than ever before.

• Represented the faculty at Institutional Open Days in Bloemfontein and Qwaqwa, local career exhibitions, and 
mini open days in Durban and Cape Town.
• Co-hosted and branded Grade 9 to 12 evenings, Connect2Kovsie events, and Career Exploration Days, positioning 
theology as part of early subject and career decision-making.
• Coordinated all communication and branding for Postgraduate Virtual Open Days, converting expressions of 
interest into applications.

On-the-Ground Visibility

Faculty Events, Identity & Brand Alignment

Community Partnerships & Alumni Engagement
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The Shepherd Centre is permanently staffed with Miss Sinovuyo Mogwasi who is the project coordinator making 
sure operationally the Centre runs smoothly. As the Faculty received a new Dean this year, so did the Centre as 
now we have Prof John Klaasen as the new Head of the Centre. Ms Mogwasi went on maternity leave on July and 
Mr Neo Kekana took over her duties for the remainder of the year, and he did an amazing job in making sure the 
Centre was functional.

Staffing

When it comes to our SLP offerings, we weren’t able to offer any programme for the year due to low applications 
numbers. This motivated us to push our marketing in preparation for the 2025 offering, and we trust we will see 
the fruits of our labour next year in this regard.

Short Learning Programme Offering

The Shepherd Centre undertook a rigorous marketing campaign to attract more participants for our 2025 intake. 
The marketing campaign included a visit to the following congregations to forge strategic partnerships with the 
Centre:
The Anglican Church Diocese of the Free state
At the beginning of August, the Dean, Prof John Klaasen and the acting Shepherd Coordinator Mr. Neo Kekana 
went to visit the office of the Bishop of the Diocese of the Free state. The two Shepherd Centre representatives 
met with the Bishop, Reverend Dintoe Letloenyane and Reverend Itumeleng Pooe. The Dean began the meeting by 
formally introducing himself and the vision he has for the Faculty of Theology and Religion and Shepherd Centre. 
Mr. Neo Kekana then followed after the Dean by giving a short presentation on all the Short Learning Programmes 
(SLPs). The presentation was then followed by discussions on the administration i.e. mode of teaching, bursary 
opportunities and the benefits of completing all the courses. The meeting was fruitful because at the end, the 
bishop’s office invited Shepherd Centre to present at the Diocese Retreat in Modderpoort Free state.
The Shepherd Centre coordinator together with Mr Lethabo Machabapala the Marketing Officer for the Faculty 

Stakeholder Relations

As the Shepherd Centre, we have persevered regardless of the challenges that we face, and 2024 was no 
different. This year we focused on expanding our building stakeholder relations and solidifying our ties to the 
religious community that we serve. 
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The Acting Shepherd Centre Coordinator and Dr Daniel Andrew went to visit the Assemblies of God (AOG), in 
a similar attempt of trying to market the Shepherd Centre to local churches. We were welcomed by Pastor 
Lungisani Sele, Dr. Lerato Pitso and Mr. Andile Silo. We got a warm welcome and Dr. Daniel Andrew began the 
meeting by giving a brief background about the Faculty of Theology and Religion and explaining its vision. Mr. 
Neo Kekana then proceeded to give a brief presentation about the SLPs. The presentation was met with a lot of 
enthusiasm and the church showed great optimism towards forming a partnership. In addition to the possibility 
of encouraging the AOG members to join the SLP, the AOG delegates asked the faculty to sign a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) in which the students would be able to do their practicals at the church. Therefore, the 
meetings were successful and they will yield to partnership in 2025.

Assemblies of God (Back to God) Phahameng Bloemfontein

The Shepherd Centre was invited to present at the AFM elective conference in September. The representatives from 
the Shepherd Centre were the Dean Prof John Klaasen, Mr. Neo Kekana the Acting Shepherd Centre Coordinator 
and Dr. Daniel Andrew a Pastor in the AFM and Lecturer at the Faculty. The presentation took a similar structure 
to the previous visits to other churches. Dr Andrew introduced the Dean, who gave a brief background about the 
faculty and invited the church to be a part of it. Mr Neo Kekana gave a brief introduction about the SLPs and what 
they are offered. There was no time for questions due to time. However, the SLP booklets were left at the back for 
them to grab after the meeting. This engagement was also positive because in January 2025 we got an enquiry 
from members who wanted to enrol for the courses. 

Apostolic Faith Mission (AFM)

The Acting Shepherd Coordinator Mr Neo Kekana and Dr Jacob Mokhutso a lecturer and Reverend in the Methodist 
took the initiative to set up a meeting with the District Bishop of the Methodist to also forge a partnership. 
We were welcomed warmly by the Bishop’s secretary. Unfortunately, the Bishop was not available and it was 
decided to postpone the engagement for 2025. We are hopeful that we will be able to form a partnership with 
the Methodist church as well. 

Methodist Church of Southern Africa (Bloemfontein)

Faculty of Theology and Religion Annual Report 20248

of Theology and Religion went to Modderpoort during the month of October to present the SLPs to the entire Diocese clergy 
(Priests). The Bishop welcomed us with warm hands and allowed us to present the SLP to the clergy. Similar to the first 
engagement, the presentation was followed by a lengthy discussion of how the administration of the courses. The engagement 
was an hour long and it was productive as it sparked interest from the clergy. We are hopeful that the Anglican Church and 
Shepherd Centre will forge a strong partnership in 2025. 
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Learning and teaching within the faculty – and across the university as a whole – play a pivotal role in shaping 
the intellectual and professional development of students, while also contributing to academic advancement and 
societal progress. This report highlights key achievements from the 2024 academic year, most notably a record-
breaking enrolment of 708 students – the highest in the faculty’s history. This milestone reflects the growing 
interest in our programme offerings, demonstrates their expanding appeal, and affirms the faculty’s ongoing 
commitment to providing a high-quality learning environment for a steadily increasing student population.

Although the faculty achieved record enrolment, the overall graduation rate declined to its lowest since 2020. 
While this remains an area requiring sustained attention and improvement, the faculty nevertheless reached a 
significant milestone.
Graduation rates in the Bachelor of Divinity (BDiv) have historically been low; however, the programme has 
recorded 150% growth since 2020. The 37 graduating final-year students represent a notable achievement for 
the faculty, reflecting the dedication of both staff and students in fostering a supportive learning environment.

Another highlight of the year was the successful hosting of six Creating Theology Together student engagements. 
This initiative provides a collaborative space for students to participate in theological discussions, exchange ideas, 
and learn from one another. Through these workshops and seminars, students not only deepen their academic 
understanding but also become part of an emerging community where knowledge and ideas are exchanged in a 
dynamic and supportive environment.

Creating Theology Together

Student Enrolments 

https://iinfo.ufs.ac.za/PowerHEDA/dashboard.aspx 
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We are proud of our newly elected Faculty Student Council (FSC), who assumed their student leadership roles 
and hit the ground running. Following the resignation of the Academic Adviser, the FSC played a pivotal role in 
supporting the FAAO by streamlining student enquiries and maintaining clear communication between students 
and the faculty. 

Their proactive efforts to bridge this gap in student support are both commendable and deeply valued.
Additionally, the faculty congratulates our final-year student, Mr Moses Davids, on his election as the SRC 
Academic Representative at the Bloemfontein Campus. This accomplishment reflects Mr Davids’s leadership 
qualities and his dedication to the academic well-being of the student body. We are confident that he will 
continue to serve as a strong and effective voice for his peers in this new role.

Student Leadership

We are proud of our newly elected Faculty Student Council (FSC), who assumed their student leadership roles 
and hit the ground running. Following the resignation of the Academic Adviser, the FSC played a pivotal role in 
supporting the FAAO by streamlining student enquiries and maintaining clear communication between students 
and the faculty. Their proactive efforts to bridge this gap in student support are both commendable and deeply 
valued.
Additionally, the faculty congratulates our final-year student, Mr Moses Davids, on his election as the SRC 
Academic Representative at the Bloemfontein Campus. This accomplishment reflects Mr Davids’s leadership 
qualities and his dedication to the academic well-being of the student body. We are confident that he will 
continue to serve as a strong and effective voice for his peers in this new role.

Student Leadership

Creating Theology Together Event (27 September 2024)

The Faculty Student Council from the left, Mr Tembinkosi Masango (Chairperson), Ms Ayesha Ndlovu 
(Treasurer), Ms Ncubeko Msesele. Ms Asandile Mbuku (Deputy Chairperson), and Mr Tumisang Phejane 
(Marketing and Liaison)
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In June 2024, Dr Fortein was the 
keynote speaker at the annual 
conference of the Theological Society 
of Southern Africa (TSSA), hosted 
at the University of Pretoria from 
19–21 June. He was also elected as 
Conference Secretary (as part of the 
Executive Committee) at the TSSA’s 
annual meeting. The title of his 
address was ‘Treat the people’s needs 
as holy! Demanding Biko’s egalitarian 
democracy’. 

In August 2024, Dr Fortein attended the annual meeting of the Church History Society of 
Southern Africa (CHSSA), hosted by Great Zimbabwe University from 15 to 17 August. The theme 
of the conference was ‘Storytelling in the History of the Christian Churches in Southern Africa’. 
Dr Fortein presented a paper titled ‘The story of Allan Aubrey Boesak: The making of a prophet’. 
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“In studying the past, we find not only our roots but also our compass – guiding us to build faith that speaks to 
each generation’s quest for meaning, justice, and hope”.

It has been a successful year for the Department of Historical and Constructive Theology (HCT). The profile of the 
department is clearly on an upward trajectory, reflected in the growing number of postgraduate students. Prof 
Henco van der Westhuizen and Dr Calvin Ullrich were responsible for all the Systematic Theology modules, both 
undergraduate and postgraduate, while Dr Eugene Fortein and Dr Pascal Pienaar oversaw the Church History and 
Polity modules at both levels. The department also drew on the expertise of three part-time lecturers: Rev Jan 
Lubbe, Rev Cobus Hamman, and Thabiso Khoeli.

Dr Fortein was appointed as Head of Department at the end of 2023. Since assuming the role, he has actively 
contributed to academic and ecclesial discourse, delivering the following papers:
In April 2024, Dr Fortein was one of the speakers at the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa (URCSA) 
Ecumenical Partnership Conference, held in Durban from 10–14 April. The title of his paper was ‘The ecumenical 
contribution of the Confession of Belhar’.

Staffing and Research Activities

11
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In terms of research outputs, Dr Fortein contributed to the 50th special edition of Studia Historiae 
Ecclesiasticae with an article titled ‘For Hannes Adonis: Demolishing walls’. 

Dr Fortein organised a conference to mark the 30th anniversary of the URCSA under the theme “Thirty URCSA/
Thirty Years of Democracy”. The programme featured a public lecture by Prof Allan Boesak, with contributions 
from speakers such as Nico Koopman, Christian Landman, and Leepo Modise, among others. 

• ‘The church and forced migration/removal: The Elandskloof case’, Studia Historiae Ecclesiasticae 50(3). 
https://doi.org/10.25159/2412-4265/15892
• I will not restrain my tongue: A black spirituality of liberation – part of a collaborative project with 
Stellenbosch University titled Spirituality and Justice.
• Youth resistance in South Africa: Reflections on the struggle of the “Born Free” Generation – part of a 
collaborative project with the Transatlantic Roundtable on Religion and Race (TRRR).

Additional research outputs during the year included: 

In March 2024, he contributed to the groundbreaking volume Liberating black theology: Emerging South African 
voices. His chapter, ‘Holy black rage: An inconvenience for whiteness’, was included in the publication, which 
was dedicated to Allan Boesak – who also wrote the foreword – and launched at the University of the Western 
Cape (UWC) on 12 March 2024. 



Faculty of Theology and Religion Annual Report 2024

In the area of engaged scholarship, Dr Fortein facilitated a workshop for the URCSA Presbytery of Upington, 
focusing on the relevance of the Belhar Confession. The event, held in Upington, provided a space for 
reflection and dialogue on the Confession’s significance for church and society today.

He also served as preacher at the Sunday service.

13
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In 2024, Prof Henco van der Westhuizen was appointed as a consultant for the World Council of Churches’ 
(WCC) Faith and Order Commission, contributing to preparations for the Sixth World Conference on Faith and 
Order in Alexandria, Egypt.

Prof van der Westhuizen continues to serve as the editor of the Journal of Systematic Theology (www.
journalofsystematictheology.com).  
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He also edited the volume We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
published by Wipf and Stock.

Furthermore, Prof van der Westhuizen participated in 
the multiyear project Inductive Theology, hosted by 
the Universität Zürich and the Forschungsstätte der 
Evangelischen Studiengemeinschaft (FEST). The 2024 
meeting took place at Heidelberg University, Germany. 
As part of this project, he published a paper in Open 
Theology 10(1) , https://doi.org/10.1515/opth-2024-
0020.

In October, Prof van der Westhuizen was invited to 
the triennial meeting of the South African Council of 
Churches (SACC), where he serves as Chair of the SACC 
Theological Commission

In  June, he delivered a paper on theological agency  
at ‘What does theology do, actually?’ held at Bonn 
University, Germany.

15
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In November, Prof van der Westhuizen delivered a paper at the International and Ecumenical Conference ‘Towards 
Nicaea 2025: Exploring the Council’s Ecumenical Significance Today’, held at the Ecumenical Institute in Bogis-
Bossey, Switzerland.

He also presented a paper titled ‘The Word of God is living and active’ at a joint seminar hosted by the WCC and 
UWC under the theme of ‘Decolonising the Bible in the Midst of Colonial Legacies and Idolatrous Powers’. The 
seminar was held in Cape Town from 18 to 23 November 2024. 

In 2024, Dr Ullrich made a wide range of scholarly and professional contributions. He continued to work on his 
forthcoming monograph, developed as part of his Habilitationschrif t at the Goethe Universität Frankfurt. He also 
completed the editing and proofs of a newly published co-edited volume, The unthinkable body: Challenges of 
embodiment in religion, politics, and ethics (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2024). In addition to co-editing the volume, 
he wrote the introduction and contributed a chapter titled: ‘The eclipse of the body? Flesh and materiality in 
French phenomenology’.
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During the year, Dr Ullrich published two additional book chapters. The first appeared in the volume Experiencing 
God in everything and nothingness (Wipf and Stock), edited by Annette Potgieter and Khegan Delport, with his 
contribution titled: ‘Beyond the totality of religion: Memories of violence, finitude, and the organic body’.

The second chapter was published in the volume Philosophical theologies in South Africa: Genealogies, 
traditions, speculations (UJ Press), edited by Khegan Delport, under the title ‘The body (dis-)incarnate: Notes on 
a subterranean theological phenomenology’. 

17
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Dr Ullrich was also an active participant at four academic conferences in 2024, presenting papers on a wide range 
of themes: 
• ‘Marian materialism(s)? Between Beattie, Rose, and Malabou’, at the Encountering Mary, Mother of Jesus, in 
South Africa. Christian Theological Reflections on Mary: Past and Present Conference, Bloemfontein, 4–6 June.
• ‘“My lived experience”: Affective phenomenology and the politics of excess’, at the Theological Society of South 
Africa, Pretoria, 19–21 June.
• ‘Worshipping with Belhar: The affective arrangement of the liturgy’, at After Thirty Years – URCSA and Democracy, 
Bloemfontein, 27–29 August.
• ‘Apatheism and the political theology of apatheia’ at Sovereignty – God, The Nation, and the People: An 
International Colloquium (International Online Symposium), 18–19 October.

In addition to these scholarly contributions, he published an opinion piece in The Conversation: Africa in May, 
reflecting on the idea of a ‘secular state’ and its role in the religious landscape of South Africa.

Recognition of Dr Ullrich’s growing academic profile came through him receiving a Y-1 rating from the National 
Research Foundation (NRF). Building on this achievement, he submitted a substantial proposal conceptualising 
a new interdisciplinary research project, provisionally titled Affective Communities: Faith, Life, and the Church. 
To support this initiative, he applied for funding under the NRF’s “Support for Y-rated Researchers” instrument, 
with the outcome expected by late 2024 or early 2025. 
Further to this, Dr Ullrich was nominated by the UFS to become a member of the South African Young Academy of 
Science (SAYAS). He also prepared and submitted two proposals on behalf of the Faculty of Theology and Religion, 
advocating for the establishment of a UFS Research Chair and Research Centre, both of which seek to secure 
dedicated funding for these strategic initiatives.
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In terms of conference participation, Dr Pienaar presented her research at high-profile gatherings. At the 
Encountering Mary, Mother of Jesus, in South Africa Conference held at the UFS in June 2024, she delivered a 
paper titled ‘Maternal archetypes: An investigation of perspectives of Mary, Mother of Jesus, as a framework for 
understanding the development of the Afrikaner Volksmoeder in South African history’.

Later in the year, she presented ‘Faith in Times of Turmoil: Narratives of the Changes in Personal Faith Experienced 
by South African Christians as a Result of Their Involvement during the South African Border War’ at the Church 
History Society of Southern Africa Conference, hosted by Great Zimbabwe University in August 2024.
In addition to these outputs, she is in the process of transforming her PhD thesis, ‘The missionary women of the 
Huguenot Seminary: A case study in vocational formation through education’, into an academic monograph. 
This book will provide an in-depth exploration of the training and missionary work of women educated at the 
Huguenot Seminary during its first year of operation in the late 19th century, while engaging contemporary 
perspectives on gender roles and decolonial history. The manuscript is progressing well and remains on track for 
completion in 2025. 

Looking ahead, Dr Pienaar continues to expand her research portfolio. She is preparing two further articles – one 
focused on faith and conflict, and the other on women’s roles in historical religious disputes – which she plans to 
submit for publication by the end of 2024. 
Alongside her academic work, Dr Pienaar plays an active role at St Paulus Lutheran Church in Bloemfontein, 
where she is involved in several community projects.

Dr Pascal Pienaar has made notable scholarly and community contributions during 2024. In the area of 
publications, she authored several articles in leading journals. These include:

• ‘South African women missionaries in the diamond fields and their work amongst migrant workers’, Studia 
Historiae Ecclesiasticae, 2024, which examines the role of women missionaries in the diamond fields in the early 
19th century and their interactions with migrant workers.
• ‘Faith in conflict: Examining the varied available chronicles of churches’ responses to the South African Border 
War and their enduring legacies’, Studia Historiae Ecclesiasticae, 50th edition, 2024, which investigates how 
different churches responded to the South African Border War, with a particular focus on conscientious objection 
and the role of chaplains.

• ‘Faith in times of turmoil: Narratives of the changes in personal faith experienced by South African Christians as a 
result of their involvement during the South African Border War’, is forthcoming in Studia Historiae Ecclesiasticae 
(2024/25). This paper draws on personal narratives to examine how involvement in the Border War reshaped the 
faith of South Africans. 

19
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The year 2024 has been a remarkable one for the Department of Practical and Missional Theology. Our commitment 
to impactful teaching, rigorous research, and community engagement has been strengthened through the 
collaborative efforts of our dedicated faculty and department members. This report offers a comprehensive 
account of our collective achievements while also recognising the significant individual contributions that have 
shaped and advanced our shared mission.

Undergraduate Teaching

Our undergraduate programme flourished in 2024, with a strong emphasis on practical theological training 
and research development. A highlight of the year was the transformation of HMS10 into a dynamic teaching 
and worship space, which has become the heart of our Coram Deo events. Under the leadership of Dr Martin 
Laubscher, the venue now serves as a central hub for practical theological education, providing students with a 
dedicated environment to cultivate their preaching skills through both personal reflection and public expression. 
Between March and May, more than 160 sermons were delivered under his supervision, a testament to the 
growth and commitment of our students as they continue to master the art of preaching.

Dr Laubscher also acknowledged the vital contribution of Ms Judidy Ngwenya, fourth-year class leader and 
student assistant, whose leadership fostered collaboration, encouraged peer support, and upheld high standards 
within the HMS10 space.

Adding further depth to the chapel environment, Prof Johan Cilliers generously gifted his painting “Vulnerability” 
(2011). This thought-provoking piece provides an inspiring focal point for students and faculty alike, resonating 
deeply with the theological reflections that underpin our work and serving as a visual reminder of the humility 
and empathy integral to ministry.

A Year in Review: Enriching Faith, Scholarship, and Community 

20
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Alongside this, Dr Joseph Pali led several key modules, including Christian  Leadership in an African Context 
(TPCL 1415), Grounding of Mission and Mission in Practice (TMIS 2614), and Introduction to Practical and Missional 
Theology (TPMT 1522). His student-centred approach integrated real-life contexts, media sources, and service-
learning components. The courses focused on decolonisation and emphasised African and global leadership. 

In Studies in Practical Theology and Ministry (TPTH 1724), he guided students through foundational concepts in 
congregational studies, pastoral care, and homiletics, inviting local pastors to contribute real-world insights.
The Missiology discipline, under the leadership of Dr Daniel Andrew, also made significant strides this year, 
providing students with a comprehensive foundation in mission studies across all undergraduate levels. First-
year BDiv and Higher Certificate students were introduced to the missional basis of the Bible, the historical 
development of mission, and critical themes of decolonisation and reverse mission.

 This approach encouraged students to consider mission from biblical and post-colonial perspectives. In their 
second year, the focus shifted to ecumenical diakonia and evangelism, deepening their understanding of cross-
denominational service. Third-year students engaged with the missio Dei and its implications for liturgy and 
ecology, highlighting the intersection of mission and environmental stewardship. Finally, fourth-year students 
examined the multi-religious context of South Africa, gaining the tools to navigate religious diversity through a 
missional framework.

Painting by Johan Cilliers 
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 Marthie du Plessis Workshop, 2024

Engo Workshop, 2024

Prof Juanita Meyer facilitated three undergraduate modules, including the Methodology course co-led with 
Prof Jan-Albert van den Berg, which is central to introducing students to theological research. The course 
demonstrates the department’s leading role in establishing research foundations at the undergraduate level 
across all theological disciplines. 

Pastoral care modules, TPAS3722 and TPAS4822, enabled students to engage in meaningful in-service learning. 
Collaborating with the Marthie du Plessis School and ENGO childcare homes, students facilitated narrative 
therapeutic workshops that supported children in developing positive narratives and theological perspectives. 
Upon completing of the programme, students received certificates of participation and completion (signed by 
the UFS and the respective partner organisations), recognising their contributions and the skills they acquired. 
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Postgraduate Teaching

Our postgraduate teaching programme saw a year of dynamic growth, focusing on practical application and 
advanced theological study.
Dr Joseph K. Pali contributed significantly to postgraduate education through his teaching of Congregations: A 
Missional Focus on Serving the Community (TPCS6814) and Christian Leadership in Complex Societies (TPCL7926). 
These modules provided students with advanced engagement in contextual ecclesiology, congregational identity, 
and leadership in response to societal challenges such as sustainable development and climate action.

Prof Juanita Meyer led the Research Methodology module for honours students, equipping them with essential 
research skills. Her responsibilities also encompassed the Pastoral Care and Counselling module in the structured 
Master of Theology (MTh) programme, which included an intensive two-day workshop at Aurora Rehabilitation 
Centre. During the workshop, students facilitated Bible studies with in-patients and completed an assessment 
on substance use and abuse, resulting in certification from SANCA Aurora and the UFS.

The Postgraduate Diploma (PGDip) in Theology programme, coordinated by Dr Martin Laubscher, featured an 
Ecumenical Tour to the Eastern Free State, giving students hands-on exposure to theology in practice. The 
tour not only deepened their understanding of missional work but also broadened their engagement with local 
communities, enriching their learning experience beyond the classroom.

Dr Daniel Andrew supervised students in both the Honours and PGDip programmes, with a particular focus 
on congregational leadership, decolonial mission, and missional diakonia. His mentorship enabled students to 
pursue meaningful research and translate their learning into real-world theological applications.
Across the department, 25 PhD students received supervision, three of whom submitted their theses in 2024, 
along with five research master’s students, 11 structured master’s, and three Honours reports. In total, 44 
postgraduate students were supervised during the year, clearly demonstrating the department’s commitment 
to advancing the university’s Vision 130 strategy

Aurora MTh Group, 2024
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Engaged Scholarship: Research

Our faculty engaged in a wide range of research 
activities, reflecting both the depth and diversity of 
practical and missional theological inquiry. 
Dr Martin Laubscher was granted research leave to 
work on two projects, “Belhar Blues” and “Boesak’s 
Preaching Life”, both exploring themes of justice, 
peace, and reconciliation. During this time, he was 
elected as an International Board Member and Secretary 
of the Societas Homiletica Conference in Groningen, 
extending the department’s influence on the global 
stage. He also contributed to national and international 
conferences, including as a keynote speaker at the 
Second African Homiletics Society Conference, where 
he explored Allan Boesak’s contributions to African 
Christian preaching and the decolonisation of theology.
Dr Daniel Andrew has been actively engaged in 
research and international collaboration, contributing 
significantly to missional and ecumenical studies. His 
current work examines reverse mission and diakonia 
in partnership with scholars from institutions such 
as UFS, UWC, and VID Specialized University, while 
also exploring the role of UWC in shaping ecumenism 
in South Africa. In addition, he is investigating the 
intersections between religious and political agency 
and their impact on the missio Dei, analysing how 
these dynamics shape mission practice in complex 
societies.
On the global stage, Dr Andrew attended the Nicaea 
Conference of the Bossey Institute in Geneva in 
November, where he delivered a paper and engaged 
with an international community of theologians. Earlier 
in the year, he participated in the Missions Conference 
with his colleague Nico , sharing significant data on 
global mission trends and presenting his research on 
evangelism. These contributions highlight Dr Andrew’s 
dedication to advancing the discourse on mission, 
ecumenism, and the intersection of theology with 
social issues.
Prof Juanita Meyer attended the International Society 
for Pastoral Theology meeting in New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, United States of America (USA), establishing 
valuable connections for future collaborations.
Dr Joseph Pali made substantial contributions 
to departmental growth, advancing programme 
initiatives and strengthening both research and 
education. His leadership in mission-in-practice 
and Christian leadership has significantly expanded 
the department’s programme offerings. He also 
produced notable publications, including ‘Role of 

active citizenship in the midst of increasing societal 
challenges in South Africa’ in Missionalia, and 
‘Markers and tools to facilitate decolonisation of 
theological education in Africa’ in Religions. Dr Pali’s 
scholarly engagements included presentations at 
an international conference in Germany, where he 
examined the role of congregations in reforming power 
structures, and at the IAMS conference in Stellenbosch, 
where he explored mission as vulnerability in township 
congregations. His national presentations addressed 
themes such as the church and littering and women 
and leadership in the URCSA.
Prof Jan-Albert van den Berg undertook a dedicated 
research sabbatical from January to June (2024). 
During this period, he completed a research visit 
to Princeton University in the USA, engaging with 
scholars and consulting resources that enriched his 
studies. He also attended the American Academy of 
Religion’s Annual Meeting in San Diego, California, in 
November 2024, where he presented his findings and 
took part in scholarly discussions. These activities 
have significantly advanced his ongoing work in (auto)
biographical pastoral theological reflection. As an 
outcome, he published an article titled ‘Finding rhythm 
within a polyphonic (auto)biographical pastoral 
reflection’ in Acta Theologica, offering a distinctive 
perspective on personal narrative within pastoral care.
As Prof Kobus Schoeman approaches retirement at the 
end of 2024, the Department of Practical and Missional 
Theology bids farewell to a distinguished scholar and 
expert in theological empirical data methodologies and 
congregation studies. His work has significantly shaped 
our understanding of congregational vitality and 
leadership, leaving a lasting legacy that will influence 
future research and practice in practical theology.
Prof Schoeman’s most recent research project, 
Congregational Ministry and Leadership – Exploring 
Vitality (2023–2025), has been undertaken in 
collaboration with Dr Joseph K. Pali. This study explores 
the critical role of congregations as faith communities 
and examines how leadership fosters both spiritual 
and social capital within society. Employing a revised 
National Church Life Survey (NCLS) methodology, the 
project investigates the defining qualities of healthy 
congregations – including internal, inspirational, and 
outward attributes – and their potential to serve as 
builders of social cohesion.
Now in its third wave (2014–2015, 2018–2020, and 
2023–2025), this research extends across mainline, 
township, and, more recently, diverse denominational 
congregations – including African Initiates Churches 
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[AICs], Charismatic/Pentecostal, and mainline – across at least six Southern African Development Community  
(SADC) countries. It employs a mixed-methods approach, combining surveys and in-depth interviews with 
congregational members and leaders to generate insights into the functioning and ministry of these communities. 
The findings are expected to contribute to a contextual, missional ecclesiology that recognises faith communities 
as transformative agents within their societies.

Prof Schoeman’s recent publications in leading academic journals reflect his commitment to practical, mission-
oriented theology. In addition to these publications, he has presented papers at international conferences, 
including the ISSR 37th Conference in Taipei (2023), where he addressed congregational transformation amid the 
pandemic, and the ISERT Conference on Empirical Theology and Postcolonial Theory in Germany (2024), where 
he explored the theme of inclusive congregations.
As he concludes his academic career, the department honours Prof Schoeman as a mentor and scholar whose 
dedication to advancing congregation studies and practical theology has left a lasting impact. While his expertise 
and guidance will be greatly missed, his legacy in congregation vitality research will continue to shape and 
inspire the field for years to come.

Research Fellows  

The department’s carefully selected Research Fellows have contributed to a range of publications, while staff 
members regularly serve as external examiners for postgraduate students at other universities and review 
academic articles for scholarly journals.

Engaged Scholarship: Community Involvement 

Our department is widely recognised for its active 
engagement with the broader community, enriching 
both academic and public spheres. 
Dr Martin Laubscher conducted and published an 
interview with Sanggu Yang in Acta Theologica and 
contributed insightful book reviews and homiletical 
aids, offering valuable theological resources that serve 
a broad and diverse audience. Similarly, Prof Meyer 
conducted an interview with the renowned South 
African pastoral theologian, Prof Julian Müller, for 
publication in Acta Theologica (June 2024). From the 
PGDip programme, Dr Laubscher also organised the 
well-established Ecumenical Tour for PGDip students 
and remained actively engaged throughout the year 
in substantive theological scholarship by conducting 
interviews with theologians, writing book reviews, and 
developing homiletical aids.
Our Dutch Reformed Church (DRC) colleagues 
are frequently invited to lead worship services at 
congregations in and around Bloemfontein. Prof 
Meyer was invited to speak at a Dames Tee at DRC 
Estoire, where she engaged with and served the local 
women’s faith community. She also serves on the UFS 
Senate Research Committee, helping to uphold the 
department’s commitment to excellence and integrity 

in research ethics.
Dr Joseph Pali engaged in community-focused 
initiatives, facilitating educational events and 
cultivating partnerships with local pastors to translate 
practical theological insights into lived practice. 
His public engagements demonstrated a sustained 
commitment to active citizenship and leadership 
within township communities.
Dr Andrew has been actively involved in the WCC’s 
Commission on Faith and Order, where he attended his 
first in-person meeting in Indonesia.
As the Faculty Research Committee Chair, Prof Juanita 
Meyer coordinated the faculty’s Annual Publication 
Fair in October 2024, which has become a landmark 
event showcasing the faculty’s research initiatives 
and connecting staff and students with key university 
stakeholders. Acta Theologica, Christian Literature 
Fund (CLF), the Postgraduate School, and the UFS Sasol 
Library were among the featured exhibitors, fostering 
an environment of networking, collaboration, and 
academic growth. This event now serves as a platform 
for increasing research visibility and supporting our 
faculty’s publishing efforts.
Throughout the year, our staff served on various 
committees at both faculty and institutional levels, 
reflecting a strong commitment to holistic academic 
initiatives. 
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The faculty committees include:

•	 Faculty Board and Staff Committees 
•	 Faculty of Theology and Religion’s Research Committee
•	 Teaching and Learning Committee 
•	 Postgraduate Examinations Committee 
•	 The Bursary Committee of the Faculty 
•	 Academic Committee
•	 Faculty Management Committee 
•	 Faculty Financial Committee  
•	 UFS Community Outreach and Public Engagement Scholarship Committee (Copesco)
•	 Faculty Engaged Scholarship Committee
•	 Editorial Board Acta Theologica 
•	 Editorial Board UFS Theological Explorations

The institutional committees include: 
•	 Senate Members (UFS) 
•	 Senate Research Committee 
•	 General Human Research Ethics Committee (GHREC)
•	 Doctoral Degrees Committee  
•	 Senate Conference Organising Committee (2023–2024) 
•	 Educational Technology and Learning Spaces Committee (ETLS) Committee 
•	 UFS Employment Equity Committee 
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Despite the many changes faced by the department this year, we remain extremely proud of the dedication and 
hard work of our team. Particular recognition is due to Dr Mokhutso, who led the department with great fortitude 
during the first half of the year. The recently submitted undergraduate marks, with an improved overall pass rate, 
are a testament to this. The academic year began with a firm commitment to Vision 130 and, with this in mind, 
we were intentional about advancing our strategies of decolonisation, contextualisation, and Africanisation 
within our curriculum.

To achieve this, we ensure that our study guides, teaching materials, and classrooms reflect the African context 
and its issues. For example, in modules such as Lived Religions; Contemporary Expressions of Religiosity in Africa 
(TRER1524); and African Traditional Religion and Christianity (TTRC2624), we have included materials and topics 
grounded in the African context.
In our teaching, we also moved away from traditional lectures to a range of innovative methods, such as flipped 
classrooms and blended learning supported by online tools. This approach increased students’ participation and 
developed their cognitive and analytical skills.

Undergraduate Teaching

Under the guidance of Dr Mokhutso, two female students are preparing to submit their master’s mini-theses. 
Given the low number of female postgraduates across theology disciplines, this is commendable. In addition, 
several female candidates have expressed interest and are in the process of finalising their PhD applications. On 
a brighter note, despite some challenges, Mr Thabiso Khoeli successfully submitted his PhD, and we look forward 
to celebrating his achievement at graduation. 
With Prof Dube’s arrival, the department strengthened its postgraduate supervision by increasing consultation 
time with both master’s and PhD students. True to the proverb “iron sharpens iron”, co-supervision has become 
the norm, aimed at improving both the number of postgraduate students and the overall quality of our graduates. 

We also introduced monthly postgraduate seminars, where selected students present their research and receive 
feedback from academic staff and peers. This initiative has been very well received, as it creates a supportive 
space for students to share their research, insights, and challenges. Importantly, it has had a direct impact on 
postgraduate throughput and the quality of research produced. During our last session, two of our PhD students 
presented their work and received valuable feedback from our postdoctoral researchers, Dr Humbe and Dr 
Masengwe. The subsequent discussions were friendly, collaborative, and collegial. We are deeply grateful to both 
Dr Humbe and Dr Masengwe for their support in teaching and their valuable contributions to the department’s 
research output.

Postgraduate Teaching 

The department has three full-time staff members: Prof Dube, Dr Mokhutso, and Mrs Ellis, fondly known as “our 
Mom”. We are especially grateful to Mrs Ellis, whose experience and dedication ensure the smooth running of our 
daily operations – without her, we would truly be in proverbial darkness. Dr Mokhutso has also been a valuable 
asset, particularly in matters related to teaching. 
We further extend our heartfelt gratitude to Mr John de Victor and Mr Thabiso Khoeli, who have served as teaching 
assistants over the past year, making important contributions to both our academic programmes and student 
support.

Staffing

On 24 July 2024, Prof Hendrik Pieterse of Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary presented a paper on the 
theme ‘Intercultural Theology as Ecumenical Theology’. Earlier in the year, on 20 March 2024, Dr Mokhutso 
participated in a Human Rights Celebration in collaboration with the Humanities. The theme of the event was 
‘Exploring the Interplay of Theology and Humanities in Shaping a 30-year Democracy in South Africa: Towards 
a Just and Inclusive Society’, where he presented a paper titled ‘Religion & democracy: Interactions, tensions, 
possibilities’. 
From 19 to 21 May, Dr Mokhutso also took part in the TSSA conference, held at the University of Pretoria. This 

Research Activities
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gathering brought together both local and international scholars, providing an enriching platform for collaboration 
and scholarly exchange. At this event, he presented a paper titled ‘Ubuntu: An antidote to the service delivery 
crisis and political instability in South Africa’. 
Looking ahead, we are in the process of organising similar research activities for the coming year. 

In recent weeks, we have welcomed delegates from various religious organisations. Of particular significance was 
the constructive discussions held with African Hidden Voices, a Johannesburg-based organisation that engages 
in and publishes research on African spirituality and maintains strong international links. We are finalising a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with them and look forward to collaborating in ways that will enrich both 
our research and our teaching.

As the year draws to a close, we take pride in the wide range of public academic engagements undertaken by our 
colleagues. A key highlight was Dr Mokhutso’s participation in the inter-religious forum hosted by the University 
of Pretoria. Building on this momentum, preparations are already under way to host a similar event within our 
department next year. 
In addition, on 23 August, Dr Mokhutso served as the guest speaker at Phahameng Primary School in Bloemfontein 
for the school’s Career Day.

Public and International Engagements

#Phahameng Primary School @ the inter-religious week

African Hidden voices
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Plans are also under way to launch the Ancestor Day celebrations, scheduled to coincide with the African 
numerological day on 8 and 9 May. If successful, this event will bring together a wide range of religious and cultural 
practitioners to our faculty. In addition, we have engaged in constructive conversations with representatives 
from the Church of Scientology and the Bahá’í Faith, both of whom have expressed eagerness to collaborate 
with us. 
In conclusion, we are proud of this year’s achievements and look ahead to the coming year with great hope and 
excitement.

Scientology
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The Department of Old and New Testament Studies, (front, from left) Ms Marina van Biljon and 
Prof Lodewyk Sutton; (back, from left) Dr Annéli Machin and Dr Nina Müller van Velden

The Department of Old and New Testament Studies had a productive academic year, participating in in-person 
classes, public lectures, conferences, and both local and international travel for research.
Farewell was also part of the year as Prof Francois Tolmie retired at the end of July 2024. His many years of 
service were acknowledged at his valedictory lecture on 12 June 2024, which included a beautiful function and 
the presentation of a Festschrift. The Festschrift, titled ‘God, people, and persuasion in Scripture and theology’, 
was edited by Prof Sutton and Dr Müller van Velden.

Professor Tolmie is widely regarded as the historical 
memory of the faculty, having dedicated his life to 
this institution – first as a student and subsequently 
as a Professor of New Testament Studies. In the 
later years of his career, he also held the position 
of Dean of the Faculty of Theology and Religion 
and served for many years as the Head of the 
Department of Old and New Testament Studies. 
He is renowned for his exceptional editorial skills, 
characterised by a meticulous focus on detail and 
precision. Internationally, he is esteemed as both a 
Johannine and a Pauline scholar, a distinction that 
few scholars can claim. Those who are acquainted 
with him attest to his practice of treating individuals 
with the utmost respect, noting that it is hard to 
find a more humble person.
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In recent weeks, we have welcomed delegates from various religious organisations. Of particular significance was 
the constructive discussions held with African Hidden Voices, a Johannesburg-based organisation that engages 
in and publishes research on African spirituality and maintains strong international links. We are finalising a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with them and look forward to collaborating in ways that will enrich both 
our research and our teaching.

The department was pleased to welcome Dr Slindile Thabede as a new postdoctoral researcher this year. She 
previously held a postdoctoral fellowship at Stellenbosch University and specialises broadly in gender studies in 
the Old Testament. She is currently conducting research for the department’s DHET-funded project, ‘Embodiment 
and Ancient Texts’.

Prof Tolmie delivering his 
valedictory lecture

Dr Slindile Thabede

The Department of Old and New Testament Studies at Prof Tolmie’s valedictory 
lecture
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A hybrid approach to teaching and learning was implemented throughout the academic year, combining face-
to-face and online instruction, alongside continuous assessment across three disciplines: Old Testament, New 
Testament, and New Testament Greek and Early Christian Greek Literature. We extend our gratitude to the part-
time lecturers in the department: Ms Hermiene Ferreira, Rev De la Harpe le Roux, Dr Andries Hoffman, Dr Elrika 
Senekal-Van der Berg, Dr Riaan Stander, and Prof Fanie Snyman.
The department’s academic staff is also responsible for acting as supervisors for multiple postgraduate 
qualifications, including honours, master’s, and PhD candidates. A new Short Learning Programme (SLP) to 
introduce learners to biblical interpretation (hermeneutics) has also been completed, titled ‘Interpreting the 
Bible: A Historical Overview and a Practical Execution’ (TBIB1602s).
Departmental staff participated in several training sessions during the year. Ms Van Biljon, the departmental 
manager, along with all academic staff members within the department, undertook training on Blackboard 
Collaborate.

Prof Sutton completed the following training courses:
 
• Academic Staff Orientation (Faculty of Theology and Religion, UFS), 6 February 2024. 
• Fruits – Feedback & Assessment Webinar (UFS), 19 March 2024.
• Study Guide Session Theology and Religion (UFS), 28 May 2024.
• What every new reviewer should know about peer review, South African Journal of Science, 9 September 2024. 
• Foundations of Leadership (FoL 1), Higher Education Leadership and Management (HELM), 16–18 October 2024.
• 2024 Annual Postgraduate Progress Report: How to Complete Session (UFS), 8 November 2024.
• BI Platform for Financial Reporting training (UFS), 12 November 2024.

Dr Müller van Velden completed the following training courses:
 
• Academic Staff Orientation (Faculty of Theology and Religion, UFS), 6 February 2024.
• Graduate Attribute: Digital Skills Mapping (UFS), 17 May 2024.
• IT Training on venue use TLG21/120 (UFS), 27 May 2024.
• Futures Literacy Lab Workshop: The Future of Theological Training in Africa. Hosted by Huguenot College,   

Wellington, South Africa, 27–30 September 2024.

Dr Machin completed the following training courses:
 
•	 Academic Staff Orientation (Faculty of Theology and Religion, UFS), 6 February 2024. 
•	 Dr Steve Harris – Surviving to Thriving (UFS), 1 March 2024.
•	 Marion Scher – Beat the Bully (Mental Health Week Event) (UFS), 15 May 2024. 
•	 Graduate Attributes: Digital Skills Mapping (UFS), 17 May 2024.
•	 IT Training on Venue Use TLG21/120 (UFS), 27 May 2024. 
•	 Introductory Training Session: New Library Discovery System “Primo” by Exlibris (UFS), 11 September 2024.
•	 Prof Frans Maruma – Relationship between Burnout and Resilience (UFS), 15 October 2024. 
•	 October Cybersecurity Assignment (UFS), 25 October 2024.

The department’s vision for the period 2021–2026 remains: 

In the Department of Old and New Testament Studies, we focus on studying and interpreting the Bible (the 
Old and New Testaments) and Early Christian Greek Literature. The literature (texts) is studied intensively, in its 
original languages and sources, applying its message contextually (authors then and readers now), responsibly 
and ethically to our current situation at the Faculty of Theology and Religion in Africa and globally, through 
internationally recognised research, teaching and learning that develop globally competitive graduates while 
also serving the communities of faith
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Members of the department hold a variety of leading roles in academic societies and on editorial boards: 

•	 Prof Sutton serves as Treasurer of the Southern African Society for Near Eastern Studies (SASNES). He is 
also a member of the editorial boards of Acta Theologica, Journal for Semitics (JSEM), and UFS Theological 
Explorations (book series), for which he is the series editor. In addition, he is an advisory member of 
the International Society of Biblical Literature (ISBL) Group: Place, Space, and Identity in the Ancient 
Mediterranean World.

•	 Prof Tolmie is a board member of Engo. Until the end of July, he also served on the editorial boards of Acta 
Theologica and UFS Theological Explorations. He currently serves on the boards of the Colloquium Ioanneum 
and the Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas (SNTS). 

•	 Dr Müller van Velden serves on the editorial boards of Neotestamentica and Acta Theologica. She is 
Chairperson of the Executive Committee of the New Testament Society of Southern Africa (NTSSA) and 
serves on the Steering Committee of both the Synoptic Gospels Programme Unit and the Bible and Empire 
Programme Unit for the Society of Biblical Literature (SBL). She is also a member of the Sesquicentennial Task 
Force for SBL. 

• Dr Machin serves on the editorial board of UFS Theological Explorations.

Beyond these leadership roles, department members are regularly involved in national and international peer 
reviewing of articles, as well as internal and external moderation and examinations.

The department produced a number of publications during the year. 

•	 Sutton, L., 2024, ‘A chiastic opus to the Creator of heaven and earth – earth and heaven: A spatial reading of 
Psalm 148 and Colossians 1:15-20’, Acta Theologica, suppl. 37, 56–76. 

•	  Ferreira, H., & Sutton, L., 2024, ‘Ecological hermeneutics as a current trend in Old Testament research in the 
Book of Psalms’, Acta Theologica 44(1), 306–321.

•	 Müller van Velden, N.E., 2024, ‘Memory, Jesus, and Mary Magdalene: Whose memory matters?’ Acta Theologica, 
suppl. 37, 121–144. 

•	 Sutton, L., & Müller van Velden, N.E., 2024, ‘Festschrift for Prof. D.F. (Francois) Tolmie God, people, and 
persuasion in Scripture and theology’, Acta Theologica, suppl. 37.

Department members also contributed actively to academic discourse throughout the year by delivering papers 
at a range of national and international conferences.

Prof Sutton presented the following papers:

•	 ‘Mothers and dead children: A social-spatial reading of the narratives of Naomi, a Jewish mother, and Mary’, 
at the Encountering Mary, Mother of Jesus, in South Africa Christian Theological Reflections on Mary: Past and 
Present Conference, UFS, South Africa, 4–6 June 2024. 

•	 ‘A suffering body communicates the desecration of core beliefs. Reading Psalm 69 from a spatial bodily 
perspective’, at the European Association of Biblical Studies (EABS) Annual Conference, Sofia University, 
Bulgaria, 15–18 July 2024. 

•	 ‘Remembering 2 Maccabees for today: A spatially sensitive reading of the moral injury suffered’, at the ISBL, 
Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 28 July–1 August 2024. 

•	 ‘Reading Psalms 146-150 in relation to Inclusivity and Exclusivity’, at the Old Testament Society of Southern 
Africa (OTSSA) Annual Conference, Unisa, 10–13 September 2024.

•	 ‘Book of Maccabees: A spatially sensitive reading of the moral injury suffered, creating a new lived experience’, 
at the SBL Annual Meeting, programme unit Space, Place, and Lived Experience in Antiquity, San Diego, 
California, USA, 23–26 November 2024.
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Prof Tolmie presented the following paper: 
•	 ‘Born of a woman: Making sense of a phrase in Galatians 4’, at the Encountering Mary, Mother of Jesus, in 

South Africa Christian Theological Reflections on Mary: Past and Present Conference, UFS, South Africa, 4–6 
June 2024. 

Prof Sutton delivering his paper at OTSSA

Dr Müller van Velden presented the following papers:

•	 ‘A bird’s eye view of the Acts of the Apostles: Birthing the early church in violence?’, at the annual conference 
of the New Testament Society of Southern Africa, Wellington, South Africa, 9–12 April 2024.

•	 ‘Mary, mother of Jesus as depicted in ‘The Chosen’: A meeting-point of texts, traditions, and screens’, at 
the Encountering Mary, Mother of Jesus, in South Africa Christian Theological Reflections on Mary: Past and 
Present Conference, UFS, South Africa, 4–6 June 2024. 

•	 ‘Metaphorical birth-language in the Gospel of John: Revisiting the maternal body’, at the European Association 
of Biblical Studies (EABS) Annual Conference, Sofia University, Bulgaria, 15–18 July 2024. 

•	 ‘Metaphorical birth-language in the Gospel of John: Revisiting the maternal body’, at the New Testament 
Symposium, ETF Leuven, Belgium, 24 July 2024.

•	 ‘Mary, mother of Jesus, in the Synoptic Gospels and beyond’, at the ISBL, Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands, 28 July–1 August 2024.
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Dr Müller van Velden and Prof Sutton presenting their papers at the EABS

Researchers in the department also attended several other academic conferences in 2024. 

Prof Sutton attended:

•	 Society for Old Testament Study (SOTS), Winter online conference, 4 January 2024.
•	 Encountering Mary, Mother of Jesus, in South Africa Christian Theological Reflections on Mary: Past and Present, 

UFS, South Africa, 4–6 June 2024. 
•	 European Association of Biblical Studies (EABS) Annual Conference, Sofia University, Bulgaria, 15–18 July 2024. 
•	 Joint Meeting of SOTS, OTW, and OTSSA 2024 – Intertextuality as Reinterpreting Texts, ‘s-Hertogenbosch, the 

Netherlands, 24–26 July 2024.
•	 ISBL, Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 28 July–1 August 2024. 
•	 SANES Annual Conference 2024, Unisa, 10–13 September 2024.
•	 OTSSA Annual Conference 2024, Unisa, 10–13 September 2024.
•	 SBL Annual Meeting programme unit Space, Place, and Lived Experience in Antiquity, San Diego, California, 

USA, 23–26 November 2024. 

Prof Tolmie attended:

•	 Encountering Mary, Mother of Jesus, in South Africa Christian Theological Reflections on Mary: Past and 
Present, UFS, South Africa, 4–6 June 2024. 

Dr Müller van Velden attended:  

•	 The annual conference of the New Testament Society of Southern Africa, April, Wellington, South Africa. 
•	 Encountering Mary, Mother of Jesus, in South Africa Christian Theological Reflections on Mary: Past and Present, 

UFS, South Africa, 4–6 June 2024.
•	 European Association of Biblical Studies (EABS) Annual Conference, Sofia University, Bulgaria, 15–18 July 2024. 
•	 New Testament Symposium (ETF Leuven), 24 July 2024, Belgium. 
•	 ISBL, Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 28 July–1 August 2024. 
•	 Mary as Inter-Religious Symbol – Annual Inter-Religious Conference, Oxford for Religion, Public Life, and 

Security in Africa, September, University of Pretoria, Pretoria.
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Research visit to the Wright Library at the Princeton Theological Seminary, USA

At the International Meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature (ISBL): 
(from left to right) Prof Sutton, Dr Müller van Velden, Ms Hermiene 
Ferreira (Old Testament PhD candidate), and Dr Slindile Thabede (ONS 
postdoctoral fellow) 

Prof Sutton served as Acting Dean for the Faculty of Theology and Religion from 1 February to 31 March 2024, 
overseeing the transition between the Acting Dean and the newly appointed Dean, Prof John Klaasen. During the 
year he was also awarded a University Capacity Development Grant (UCDG) for a cluster project titled ‘Embodiment 
and Ancient Texts’. Co-led with Dr Müller van Velden, the project seeks to promote internal multidisciplinary 
dialogue, engagement, and research on embodiment.
As part of their national and international engagements, members of the department undertook a research visit 
to the Wright Library at Princeton Theological Seminary, USA, in January
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Prof Sutton is a member of the Future Generation Professoriate Group (FGP) at UFS. 
In July, Dr Müller van Velden undertook a further research visit to ETF Leuven in Belgium. She is also a participant 
in the Research Excellence Accelerator Programme (REAP) and the Academic Leadership Programme (ALP) 
2024/2025 at UFS. In addition, she co-organised the conference ‘Violent Texts, Violent Contexts, Violent 
Interpretations: Annual Meeting, New Testament Society of Southern Africa (NTSSA)’, held in collaboration with 
the Gender and Sexuality Subgroup, NTSSA, and Huguenot College from 9–12 April 2024 in Wellington, South 
Africa.
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Dr Müller van Velden organised the conference Encountering Mary, Mother of Jesus, in South Africa Christian 
Theological Reflections on Mary: Past and Present, hosted by the department at UFS from 4–6 June 2024. 

Speakers of the Encountering Mary, Mother of Jesus, in South Africa Christian Theological Reflections on Mary: 
Past and Present Conference
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Members of the department remain actively engaged in public life, regularly preaching across churches in 
the Bloemfontein area. Both Prof Sutton and Dr Müller van Velden also contribute nationally through their 
membership of the DRC General Synod’s Committee on Translation and Interpretation of the Bible (ATBV), where 
Prof Sutton serves as secretary and Dr Müller van Velden as a member.

Prof Sutton’s contributions include:

•	 Presented Bible schools for the DRC Universitas.
•	 Participated in a four-part radio series on “Konflik in die Midde-Ooste deur die eeue” for Radio Sonder Grense 

(RSG).
•	 https://www.rsg.co.za/rsg/omny/konflik-in-die-midde-ooste-deur-die-eeue-deel-1/
•	 https://www.rsg.co.za/rsg/omny/konflik-in-die-midde-ooste-deur-die-eeue-deel-2/
•	 https://www.rsg.co.za/rsg/omny/konflik-in-die-midde-ooste-deur-die-eeue-deel-3/
•	 https://www.rsg.co.za/rsg/omny/konflik-in-die-midde-ooste-deur-die-eeue-deel-4/
•	 Presented a programme on Norse mythology: “Só glo ek die verhaal van godsdiens” (9 Junie 2024). https://

www.rsg.co.za/rsg/omny/so-glo-ek-die-verhaal-van-godsdiens-9-junie-2024/
•	 Contributed to “Die dae van die week 2” (September 2024). https://www.rsg.co.za/rsg/omny/die-dae-van-

die-week/

Dr Machin’s contributions include:

•	 An article titled ‘Grieks is nie Grieks nie’, published in Vrypos (DRC Free State) 2024, 22(14).

Dr Müller van Velden’s contributions include:

•	 Co-presenter at the Women’s Ministry Synodical Camp, Dutch Reformed Church Free State Synod (February 2024).
•	 Presenter at the “Bron” Bible School, Kopanong Student Ministry.
•	 Member of the Dutch Reformed Church Free State Synod Curatorium Executive Committee.
•	 Member of the Dutch Reformed Church General Synod Curatorium Executive Committee.
•	 Chair of the Dutch Reformed Church General Synod Lecturers Council.
•	 Chair of the Dutch Reformed Church Free State Synod Lecturers Council.
•	 Coordinator of the Workgroup of the General Synod Task Team for Doctrinal and Ethical Matters, tasked with 

compiling a report on reproductive health for the DRC General Synod.
•	 Contributed a sermon study to the Word and Worship 2024/2025 lectionary publication
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Under the guidance of Dr Müller van Velden, the department launched the Thursdays in Black campaign within 
the faculty. This global initiative, led by the WCC, seeks to raise awareness about gender-based violence and to 
mobilise collective action against it. As the campaign explains: 
“In every country, gender-based violence is a tragic reality. This violence is frequently hidden, and victims are 
often silent, fearing stigma and further violence. We all have a responsibility to speak out against violence, to 
ensure that women and men, boys and girls, are safe from rape and violence in homes, schools, work, streets – in 
all places in our societies. The campaign is simple but profound. Wear black on Thursdays. Wear a pin to declare you 
are part of the global movement resisting attitudes and practices that permit rape and violence. Show your respect 
for women who are resilient in the face of injustice and violence. Encourage others to join you” (WCC, n.d.).  

Department participating in the UFS Women’s Day Breakfast
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4 Office of the Dean

Historical and Constructive Theology

Authored Books:

Culpepper, R.A., The people of the parables – Galilee in the time of Jesus, Westminster John Knox Press.

Chapter in Books:
Klaasen, J., ‘African identity, personhood and missional innovation’, in H. Mbaya (ed.), New frontiers in contemporary 
missiology: Southern African perspectives, pp. 1–22, UJ Press, Auckland Park, Johannesburg. 
Klaasen, J., ‘Narrative as Interlocutor of identity and reconciliation’, in L.M. Skum, J. Klaasen, B. Krukpa & R. Aldred 
(eds.), Cultivating transformative reconciliation. Are TRC processes enough? Wipf and Stock Publishers. 

Journal Articles
Klaasen, J., ‘Immigrants and narrative: The role of the church’, Stellenbosch Theological Journal 10(1), 1–17.

Journal Articles:

Fortein, E.A., ‘For Hannes Adonis: Demolishing walls’, Studia Historiae Ecclesiasticae 50(2), 1–18. 
Iheanacho, V.U., ‘“Africans and Christians”: Transitioning from missionary-guided to a self-determining local church’, 
Studia Historiae Ecclesiasticae 50(2), 1–24.
Iheanacho, V.U., ‘Papal primacy: Polarity and paradox of ecumenical unity’, Stellenbosch Theological Journal 10(1), 
1–30.
Resane, K.T., ‘Theological ethics expressed through Setswana proverb: Another way of decolonising theology’, In die 
Skriflig/In Luce Verbi 58(1), 1–6.
Resane, K.T., ‘Maintaining an evangelical faith in the face of a decadent Culture of democracy’, Conspectus 37(1), 

Authored Books:

Chapter in Books:
Fortein, E., ‘I will not restrain my tongue: A black spirituality of liberation’, in L. Joubert & A. Thyssen (eds.), Embodying 
theology: Reflections on the intersection of spirituality and justice, pp. 133–152, Bybel–Media, Wellington.
Hadebe, N.M., Reclaiming African dignity through Ubuntu and decolonization as dangerous memory’, in S.N. Arel, L. 
Cooper & V. Hellmann (eds.), Probing human dignity: Exploring thresholds from an interdisciplinary perspective, pp. 
309–320, Springer Nature, Cham, Switzerland. 
Iheanacho, V.U., ‘The equipoise between faith and reason in Roman Catholic intellectual tradition’, in J. De Gruchy, R. 
Venter & C. Lombaard (eds.), Philosophical theologies in South Africa: Genealogies, traditions, and speculations, pp. 
33–66, UJ Press, Johannesburg. 
Mawson, M.G., ‘Unsettling Jesus Christ: Indigenous and settler Christologies in the aftermath of colonisation’, in B.F. 
Kolia & M. Mawson (eds.), Unsettling theologies: Memory, identity, and place, pp. 37–55, Springer Nature, Cham, 
Switzerland. 
Sands, J., ‘Wiredu’s empirical metaphysics: The political nature of becoming and understanding’, in J. De Gruchy, R. 
Venter & C. Lombaard (eds.), Philosophical theologies in South Africa: Genealogies, traditions, and speculations, pp. 
269–290, UJ Press, Johannesburg. 
Ullrich, C.D., ‘The Body (Dis-)incarnate: Notes on a subterranean theological-phenomenology’, in J. De Gruchy, R. 
Venter and C. Lombaard (eds.), Philosophical theologies in South Africa: Genealogies, traditions, and speculations, pp. 
93–118, UJ Press, Johannesburg. 
Ullrich, C.D., ‘‘Beyond the totality of religion: Memories of violence, finitude, and the organic body’, in A. Potgieter 
& K.HM. Delport (eds.), Experiencing God in everything and nothingness: Negativity, embodiment, and spirituality – 
South African perspectives, pp. 63–77, Wipf and Stock Publishers, Eugene, OR. 
Ullrich, C.D., ‘The eclipse of the Body? Flesh and materiality in French phenomenology’, in R.A. Klein & C.D. Ullrich 
(eds.), The unthinkable body: Challenges of embodiment in religion, politics, and ethics, Mohr Siebeck. 
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69–83.
Resane, K.T., ‘The “brown envelope syndrome”: Culture of bribery and ethics at the crossroads’, Inkanyiso 16(1), 1–7.
Resane, K.T., ‘Resurgence of African spiritualities in the New Prophetic Churches’, Pharos Journal of Theology 105(2), 1–12.
Resane, K.T., ‘Gender based violence in the commercialisation of religion in Neo-Pentecostal churches’, Pharos Journal of 
Theology 105(2), 1–12.
Resane, K.T., ‘Black Consciousness and Black Theology: Di ya thoteng di bapile (relationship for liberation)’, HTS Teologiese 
Studies/Theological Studies 80(2), 1–7.
Resane, K.T., ‘Selective reading of 1 Corinthians14:26-40 resulting in the marginalisation of women’, HTS Teologiese 
Studies/Theological Studies 80(1), 1–7.
Resane, K.T., ‘The African Church confronting the cosmic powers’, Verbum et Ecclesia 45(1), 1–6.
Resane, K.T., ‘The Church and cosmic powers through the ages’, Pharos Journal of Theology 105(5), 1–9.
Resane, K.T., ‘Pentecostal missional ecclesiology based on Acts 2:42-47 contributes towards sustainable development in 
communities’, Missionalia 52, 172–184.
Resane, K.T., ‘Honorary degree qualifications from unaccredited institutions: Anathema for Pentecostal self-discovery’, 
Stellenbosch Theological Journal 10(2), 1–24
Sands, J., ‘Where does philosophy begin when rationality is denied? Tsenay Serequeberhan’s concept of a lived existence 
as a means of decolonizing philosophy’, Philosophy and Social Criticism 50(3), 529–550.
Strauss, P.J., ‘Eredienste vertoon die geestelike stand van die NG Kerk’, In die Skriflig/In Luce Verbi 58(1), 1–9.
Strauss, P.J., ‘Paul Kruger oor die gelofte van 1838: Was hy in die kol?’, In die Skriflig/In Luce Verbi 58(1), 1–7. 
Van der Westhuizen, H.C., ‘Constructive after systematic? On doing theology in South Africa today’, Open Theology 10, 
1–11.
Venter, R., ‘Empire, trinity, and irony: Rhetoric and the Book of Revelation’, Acta Theologica Supp 37, 225–249. 
Venter, R., ‘The Trinity and an ecclesiology from below’, Acta Theologica Supp 38, 40–60.
Villegas, D.L., ‘Catherine of Siena on persons created in God’s image: Basis for a spiritual path’, HTS Teologiese Studies/
Theological Studies 80(1), 1–8.

Old and New Testament Studies
Authored Books:

Kalman, J., The commentary of Abraham Ibn Ezra on the book of Job, Medieval Institute Publications.
Culpepper, R.A., The people of the parables – Galilee in the time of Jesus, Westminster John Knox Press.

Chapter in Books:
Ausloos, H., ‘”You shall serve YHWH your God …” (Deut 6:13). The equivalents of the verb ָבַדע in LXX Deuteronomy’, in 
K. De Troyer (ed.), From worshipping, sacrificing and mourning to praising and praying: Key concepts of the Greek Bible, 
Peeters, Leuven.
Bennema, C., ‘Spiritual transformation in 1 Thessalonians’, in A.L.A. Hogeterp, D.F. Tolmie & J.G. van der Watt (eds.), 
Spiritual transformation in the New Testament and related literature, pp. 219–232, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Culpepper, R.A., ‘Davidic Messianism in Matthew and John’, in C.M. Blumhofer, D.G. Chen & J.B. Green (eds.), Early high 
Christology: John among the New Testament writers, Fortress Press, Minneapolis.
Culpepper, R.A., ‘Framing Jesus: Characterization and Christology in John 7 and 8’, in R.A. Culpepper & J. Frey (eds.), 
Revelation and conflict in John 7 and 8, pp. 1–22, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Culpepper, R.A., ‘John’s appeal to a Gentile audience’, in E.K. Broadhead, P. Foster & W. Kraus (eds.), Faith at the interface 
of cultures: Law and Gospel, Johannine communities, and Hebrews, Brill, Paderborn.
Culpepper, R.A., ‘”Mending the saints for ministry”? Ephesians 4:12’, in A.L.A. Hogeterp, D.F. Tolmie & J.G. van der Watt 
(eds.), Spiritual transformation in the New Testament and related literature, pp. 181–202, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Davage, L.D., ‘When God becomes the enemy: On the function of the Leonine metaphor in Isaiah 38:13’, in D. Davage, M. 
Larsson & L.S. Tiemeyer (ed.), Metaphors in the prophetic literature of the Hebrew Bible and beyond, pp. 143–162, Brill, 
Leiden.
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De Hulster, I.J., ‘The work of Othmar Keel’, in H.U. Steymans (ed.), Ancient Near Eastern iconography and the Bible: Erwin 
Panofsky and Othmar Keel in dialogue, pp. 1–20, Bloomsbury T&T Clark, London.
Den Dulk, M., ‘Transformed into the image of God: Origen, Paul, and the restoration of the imago Dei’, in A.L.A. Hogeterp, 
D.F. Tolmie & J.G. van der Watt (eds.), Spiritual transformation in the New Testament and related literature, pp. 265–282, 
Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Fischer, S., ‘The space for lovemaking in the Song of Songs’, in G. Fernandes, S. Fischer & A. Potgieter (eds.), Song of 
Songs in sense, sound and space, pp. 127–144, Sheffield Phoenix Press, Sheffield.
Fischer, S., ‘Inwards, outwards, upwards’, in A. Marschall (ed.), Hiobs Reden: Zwischen Selbstreflexion, Klage und Streit, 
pp. 195–212, Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, Leipzig.
Frey, J., ‘Die Texte von Qumran und die neutestamentliche Wissenschaft nach 75 Jahren: Erträge, Einsichten und 
Aufgaben’, in J. Frey (ed.), Qumran and the New Testament, pp. 1–34, Peeters, Leuven.
Frey, J., ‘Das Johannesevangelium in antik-christlicher Rezeption: Zur Einführung in den Band’, in J. Frey & T. Nicklas 
(eds.), Das Johannesevangelium in antik-christlicher Rezeption, pp. 1–29, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Frey, J., ‘Petrine traditions and Petrine authorship constructions in early Christianity’, in D.C. Maier, J. Frey & T.J. Kraus 
(eds.), The apocalypse of Peter in context, pp. 1–33, Peeters, Leuven.
Frey, J., ‘The royal man (John 4:46-54) – A neglected testimony for John’s high Christology and paradigm of faith 
development’, in C.M. Blumhofer, D.G. Chen & J.B. Green (eds.), Early high Christology: John among the New Testament 
writers, Fortress Press, Minneapolis.
Frey, J., ‘The reception of the Gospel of John in the Gospel of Nicodemus/Acts of Pilate (rec. Greek A)’, in P. Broadhead, P. 
Foster & W. Kraus (eds.), Faith at the interface of cultures: Law and Gospel, Johannine communities, and Hebrews, pp. 
239–257, Brill, Leiden.
Frey, J., ‘”Rivers of living water out of his belly” (John 7:38): On the structure, background, and theological relevance of 
an enigmatic saying’, in A.R. Culpepper & J. Frey (eds.), Revelation and conflict in John 7 and 8, pp. 181–212, Mohr Siebeck, 
Tübingen.
Frey, J., ‘The transformation of the spiritual self in selected Qumran texts’, in A.L.A. Hogeterp, D.F. Tolmie & J.G. van der 
Watt (eds.), Spiritual transformation in the New Testament and related literature, pp. 41–56, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Hoegen-Rohls, C.A.M., ‘The reception of John 7:53-8:11 in Otfrid von Weissenburg’s Liber evangeliorum (9th century)’, in 
A.R. Culpepper & J. Frey (eds.), Revelation and conflict in John 7 and 8, pp. 213–236, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Hogeterp, A.L.A., ‘Spiritual transformation in early Christianity and beyond: Revisiting paradigms and perspectives’, 
in A.L.A. Hogeterp, D.F. Tolmie & J.G. van der Watt (eds.), Spiritual transformation in the New Testament and related 
literature, pp. 1–24, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Hogeterp, A.L.A., ‘Spiritual transformation on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35)’, in A.L.A. Hogeterp, D.F. Tolmie & 
J.G. van der Watt (eds.), Spiritual transformation in the New Testament and related literature, pp. 101–118, Mohr Siebeck, 
Tübingen.
Karakolis, C., ‘The Apostle Paul as a paragon of the human being in Christ: Self-narrative and parenesis in Phil 1:12-2:18 
from a critical Orthodox perspective’, in C. Pricop, K.W. Niebuhr & T. Nicklas (eds.), Images of the human being, pp. 
175–228, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Karakolis, C., ‘The Church fathers can guide but not replace one’s own understanding: An Orthodox perspective’, in S. 
Alkier, C. Karakolis & T. Nicklas (eds.), The promise of ecumenical interpretation: Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox 
perspectives, Fortress Press, Minneapolis.
Karakolis, C., ‘The concurrence of readers and that which is read: How the book being read becomes the Book of Life – 
How the Bible can become present’, in S. Alkier, C. Bultmann & M. Ebner (eds.), The promise of ecumenical interpretation: 
Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox perspectives, Fortress Press, Minneapolis.
Karakolis, C., ‘One can learn from and be enriched by others’, in S. Alkier, C. Bultmann & M. Ebner (eds.), The promise of 
ecumenical interpretation: Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox perspectives, Fortress Press, Minneapolis.
Karakolis, C., ‘Participating in the Lord’s Supper together - Celebrating the Eucharist together’, in S. Alkier, C. Bultmann 
& M. Ebner (eds.), The promise of ecumenical interpretation: Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox perspectives, Fortress 
Press, Minneapolis.
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Karakolis, C., ‘The giving of the Spirit in John 20:22: Examples of Patristic reception in the Fourth and Fifth Centuries’, in J. 
Frey & T. Nicklas (eds.), Das Johannesevangelium in antik-christlicher Rezeption, pp. 301–310, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Karakolis, C., ‘Jesus’ interlocutors in Joh 7 and 8: A close reading’, in A.R. Culpepper & J. Frey (eds.), Revelation and conflict 
in John 7 and 8, pp. 99–116, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Karakolis, C., ‘The transformative power of love in the Gospel of John: A narrative-critical perspective based on neuroscientific 
insights about human behavior’, in A.L.A. Hogeterp, D.F. Tolmie & J.G. van der Watt (eds.), Spiritual transformation in the 
New Testament and related literature, pp. 137–154, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Koester, C.R., ‘”You are of your Father the Devil” (John 8:44): Ethical interpretation in light of the text’s reception history 
and 1 John’, in A.R. Culpepper & J. Frey (eds.), Revelation and conflict in John 7 and 8, pp. 307–328, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Kraus, T.J., ‘Manuscripts of the apocalypse of Peter: Some crucial questions’, in D.C. Maier, J. Frey & T.J. Kraus (eds.), The 
apocalypse of Peter in context, pp. 34–48, Peeters, Leuven.
Labahn, M., ‘Raum und Raumwechsel in Johannes 7-8: Johanneische Theologie in Bewegungsbildern der Erzählung und 
den Worten ihrer Handlungsträger’, in A.R. Culpepper & J. Frey (eds.), Revelation and conflict in John 7 and 8, pp. 23–48, 
Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Labahn, M., ‘Becoming “new” in God’s Kingdom: Spiritual transformation through beatitude in Jesus’ proclamation of 
God’s coming kingdom – A speech-act reading of Matt 5:2-12/Luke 6:20-21’, in A.L.A. Hogeterp, D.F. Tolmie & J.G. van der 
Watt (eds.), Spiritual transformation in the New Testament and related literature, pp. 119–136, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Labahn, M., ‘A narrow gate to the Johannine Gospel? Rethinking the relationship between the Johannine prologue (John 
1:1–18) and the Gospel of John in terms of the theories of paratext and of “discourse universe”’, in S.E. Porter & D.I. Yoon 
(eds.), The Johannine prologue and its resonances pp. 105–130, Brill, Leiden.
Lampe, P., ‘Montanism’s origins in the context of the pandemic under Marcus Aurelius’, in P. Lampe & H.E. Mader (eds.), 
“Montanism” in the Roman world, pp.43–70, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Göttingen.
Lampe, P., ‘Faktoren im Konstruktionsprozess biblischer Gottesvorstellungen und der Kategorienfehler, von Konstruktionen 
auf der epistemischen Ebene vorschnell auf ontische Realität zu schließen’, in N. Brieden & J.M. Hoff (eds.), Gott – nur ein 
Konstrukt?, Verlag Herder, Freiburg im Breisgau.
Lampe, P., ‘Observaciones sobre la retórica de género en las cartas’, in U. Poplutz & K Zamfir (eds.), Las cartas del Nuevo 
Testamento, pp. 31–42, Editorial Verbo Divino, Estella.
Lampe, P., ‘Spiritual transformation mirrored in Paul’s letter to Philemon’, in A.L.A. Hogeterp, D.F. Tolmie & J.G. van der 
Watt (eds.), Spiritual transformation in the New Testament and related literature, pp. 233–244, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Larsen, K.B., ‘Hvad Berlin vidste – Tyske dokumenter fra Auswärtiges Amt vedrørende kirkelige forhold i Danmark under 
besættelsen (PA AA RZ 214/98793)’, in M.S. Bostrup, L. Bisgaard, R.H.C. Dreyer & T.R. Reeh (eds.), Kirkehistoriske Samlinger 
2023, Selskabet for Danmarks Kirkehistorie, Copenhagen.
Larsen, K.B., ‘Rewriting Johannine recognition scenes in the Second Century: John 20 in Epistula Apostolorum 9-12’, in 
P.N. Anderson, F. Just & T. Thatcher (eds.), John, Jesus and history, volume 4: Jesus remembered in the Johannine situation, 
pp. 245–260, SBL Press, Atlanta.
Larsen, K.B., ‘The Gospel of John in the Third Reich: Anti-semitic Bible adaptation in Die Botschaft Gottes (1940) and its 
predecessors’, in A.R. Culpepper & J. Frey (eds.), Revelation and conflict in John 7 and 8, pp. 329–360, Mohr Siebeck, 
Tübingen.
Larsen, K.B., ‘How to tell an insider from an outsider: Material aspects of spiritual identity in 1 John’, in A.L.A. Hogeterp, 
D.F. Tolmie & J.G. van der Watt (eds.), Spiritual transformation in the New Testament and related literature, pp. 245–258, 
Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Loader, W.R.G., ‘Women and sexuality’, in K. Zamfir & U. Poplutz (eds.), Reading women in the New Testament letters, SBL 
Press, Atlanta.
Melton, B.N., ‘”But now my eye sees you” (Job 42:5): Debating divine presence and absence in Job’, in A. Marschall (ed.), 
Hiobs Reden: Zwischen Selbstreflexion, Klage und Streit, pp. 95–110, Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, Leipzig.
Myers, A.D., ‘God’s reign, Jesus’s incarnation, and Rome in John’s gospel: A response’, in P.N. Anderson, F. Just & T. Thatcher 
(eds.), John, Jesus and history, volume 4: Jesus remembered in the Johannine situation, SBL Press, Atlanta.
Myers, A.D., ‘The reception history of the Johannine epistles’, in P. Gray (ed.), The Oxford handbook of Hebrews and the 
Catholic epistles, pp. 385–400, Oxford University Press, Oxford.
Myers, A.D., ‘Who are the children of God?: Rhetoric, memory, and creating communities with the Johannine writings’, 
in C. Seglenieks & C.W. Skinner (eds.), The Johannine community in contemporary debate, Fortress Academic, Lanham.
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Myers, A.D., ‘Jesus’s apotropaic theophany - Guarding and sanctifying believers in John’s Gospel’, in C.M. Blumhofer, D.G. 
Chen & J.B. Green (eds.), Early high Christology: John among the New Testament writers,  Fortress Press, Minneapolis.
Myers, A.D., ‘Whose attendants (Ὑπηρέται)? Overlooked characters and questions of allegiance in John 7:25–52’, in A.R. 
Culpepper & J. Frey (eds.), Revelation and conflict in John 7 and 8, pp. 159–180, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Rabens, V., ‘The dilemma of human agency in John: Ethics and anthropology in the Fourth Gospel’, in C. Pricop, K.W. Niebuhr 
& T. Nicklas (eds.), Images of the human being, pp. 257–281, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Reinhartz, A., ‘Beyond the Jewish Jesus debate’, in J.G. Crossley & C. Keith (eds.), The next quest for the historical Jesus, 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids.
Reinhartz, A., ‘What’s in a label? “Jews,” “Judaism,” and “Jewish” in the study of antiquity’, in K.H. Zetterholm & A. Runesson 
(eds.), Within Judaism? Interpretive trajectories in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam from the first to the twenty-first century 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids.
Sands, J., ‘Wiredu’s empirical metaphysics: The political nature of becoming and understanding’, in C.D. Ullrich (ed.), The body 
(dis-)incarnate: Notes on a subterranean theological-phenomenology, University of Johannesburg Press, Johannesburg.
Schnelle, U., ‘Die befreiende Wahrheit des Logos (Joh 8:30-47)’, in A.R. Culpepper & J. Frey (eds.), Revelation and conflict in 
John 7 and 8, pp. 285–306, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Theobald, M.M., ‘”Sokrates aber lachelte...” (Platon): Jesu Begräbnis nach Johannes (19,38-42) im Licht platonischer 
Anthropologie’, in P. Broadhead, P. Foster & W. Kraus (eds.), Faith at the interface of cultures: Law and Gospel, Johannine 
communities, and Hebrews, pp. 213–37, Brill, Leiden.
Thompson, M.M., ‘”God so loved the world”’, in K. Crabbe & D. Lincicum (eds.), Divine and human love in Jewish and Christian 
antiquity, pp. 91–106, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Thompson, M.M., ‘King, Temple, Prophet, and Law: The Festival of Booths and Messianism in John 7 and 8’, in A.R. Culpepper 
& J. Frey (eds.), Revelation and conflict in John 7 and 8, pp. 49–76, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Tolmie, D.F., ‘Did Jesus lie? Insights from the history of reception of John 7:6-10’, in A.R. Culpepper & J. Frey (eds.), Revelation 
and conflict in John 7 and 8, pp. 117–132, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Tolmie, D.F., ‘Birth-pains and the formation of Christ: On spiritual transformation according to Galatians 4:19’, in A.L.A. 
Hogeterp, D.F. Tolmie & J.G. van der Watt (eds.), Spiritual transformation in the New Testament and related literature, pp. 
169–180, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Ullrich, C.D., ‘The body (dis-)incarnate: Notes on a subterranean theological-phenomenology’, in C.D. Ullrich, J. Sands & J. 
Stiebert (eds.), Philosophical theologies in South Africa: Genealogies, traditions, and speculations, pp. 247–262, University 
of Johannesburg Press, Johannesburg.
Van Der Watt, J.G., ‘”I speak these things as the Father instructed me” (John 8:28): Jesus as teacher in John 7 and 8’, in A.R. 
Culpepper & J. Frey (eds.), Revelation and conflict in John 7 and 8, pp. 133–158, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Zimmermann, R.G., ‘Hermeneutica specialis versus hermeneutica generalis? Der Beitrag der Bibelhermeneutik für die 
allgemeine Verstehenslehre im Anschluss an Dannhauer und Ebeling’, in M.N. Goldberg, V. Pieper & C. Tietz (eds.), Was ist 
und zu welchem Ende treibt man Hermeneutik? Allgemeine und disziplinäre Perspektiven, pp. 61–90, Brill, Leiden.
Zimmermann, R.G., ‘Ethik der Zeit - Zeiten der Ethik: Hinführung und Überblick zum Band’, in R. Zimmermann, D. Erbele-
Küster, R.M. Hörste-Bührer, M. Roth & U. Volp (eds.), Ethik der Zeit - Zeiten der Ethik, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Zimmermann, R.G., ‘Knappe Zeit zum Handeln: Das μικρὸν χρόνον-Motiv im Johannesevangelium in schöpfungsethischer 
Perspektive’, in R. Zimmermann, D. Erbele-Küster, R.M. Hörste-Bührer, M. Roth & U. Volp (eds.), Ethik der Zeit - Zeiten der 
Ethik, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Zimmermann, R.G., ‘Jesus the Temple in John 10 – A contribution to the narrative Christology of the Fourth Gospel’, in C.M. 
Blumhofer, D.G. Chen & J.B. Green (eds.), Early high Christology: John among the New Testament writers, Fortress Press, 
Minneapolis.
Zimmermann, R.G., ‘Jesus’s parables create collective identity: Parables of growth through the lens of Social Identity 
Theory’, in E. Ottenheijm, M. Poorthuis & A. Merz (eds.), The power of parables: Essays on the comparative study of Jewish 
and Christian parables, pp. 318–345, Brill, Leiden.

48



Faculty of Theology and Religion Annual Report 2024

Journal Articles:

Davage, L.D., ‘Lovsång som tonsatt bön. Ett förslag till taxonomi’, Scandinavian Journal for Leadership & Theology / 
Skandinavisk Tidsskrift for Ledelse & Teologi 11, 17–35.
De Hulster, I.J., ‘Jointly moving beyond dichotomies: Knowledge production, complexity, and agency’, Die Welt des 
Orients, suppl: 147–161. 
Den Dulk, M., ‘Origen of Alexandria, human dignity and the history of racism: A rejoinder’, Zeitschrift für Antikes 
Christentum 28(3), 544–553.
Ferreira, H., & Sutton, L., ‘Ecological hermeneutics as a current trend in Old Testament research in the Book of Psalms’, 
Acta Theologica 44(1), 306–321. 
Firth, D.G., ‘Seeking a path of its own: Old Testament ethics in current research’, Acta Theologica 44(1), 322–338. 
Fischer, S., ‘The testing of Abraham in Genesis 22 and the testing of Job’, Acta Theologica, supp. 37, 35–55. 
Fischer, S., ‘Song of Songs – Current trends in research’, Acta Theologica 44(1), 339–359.
Frey, J., ‘Der johanneische Geist-Paraklet und die Frage nach seiner Verleiblichung’, Evangelische Theologie 84(5), 338–
350. 
Kessler, R., ‘Gottes Kommen zum nächtlichen Gespräch. Ein gemeinsames Motiv in der Wandinschrift vom Tell Deir ‘Alla, 
der Bileamerzählung und den Erzelternerzählungen’, Zeitschrift für die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft 136(1), 15–31.
Müller van Velden, N.E.,’ Memory, Jesus, and Mary Magdalene: Whose memory matters?’ Acta Theologica, suppl. 37, 
121–144. 
Prinsloo, H.J., ‘A text-centred rhetorical analysis of 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16’, Acta Theologica, suppl. 37, 207–224. 
Prinsloo, H.J., ‘A text-centred rhetorical analysis of 1 Thessalonians 2:17-20’, Scriptura 123(1), 1–11. 
Reinhartz, A., ‘Mirror mirror on the wall: The Bible and ethics in Jordan Peele’s 2019 film Us’, Interpretation – A Journal of 
Bible and Theology 78(3), 190–206.
Snyman, S.D., ‘Chiasm in Zephaniah 3:14-17 – A new proposal’, Acta Theologica, suppl. 37, 77–90.
Sutton, L., ‘A chiastic opus to the Creator of “heaven and earth – earth and heaven”: A spatial reading of Psalm 148 and 
Colossians 1:15-20’, Acta Theologica suppl. 37, 56–76. 
Terblanche, M.D., ‘‘n Besinning oor die identiteit van die knuppel van die HERE in Jeremia 51:20’, In die Skriflig/In Luce 
Verbi 58(1), 1–6. 
Terblanche, M.D., ‘Jeremiah 50-51 (MT) as catalyst in the development of Babylon as a symbol of oppressive Empire’, Old 
Testament Essays 37(1), 1–17. 
Tolmie, D.F., ‘Congregational vitality – a perspective from Galatians’, Acta Theologica, suppl. 38, 24–39.
Van der Watt, J.G., ‘Love and the Lukan Jesus’, Novum Testamentum, suppl. 194, 237–253.
Villegas, D.L., ‘Catherine of Siena on persons created in God’s image: Basis for a spiritual path’, HTS Teologiese Studies/
Theological Studies 80(1), 1–8. 
Williams, H.H.D., Kok, J., ‘Introduction to the special issue: Exploring the complexity of identities and boundaries in the 
New Testament and related literature’, Religions 15, 1–9.
Williams, H.H.D., ‘Recalibrating Christian ethics at Corinth: Paul’s use of Jesus the prototype and collective remembrance 
to provide spiritual guidance on weaker brothers and food offered to idols’, Religions 15(3), 1–17.

Practical and Missional Theology
Authored Books:

Verster, P., Eschatology and mission: The Triune God brings life in the past, present, and for eternity, UJ Press. 
Yang, S.A., Digital homiletics – The theology and practice of online preaching, Fortress Press. 

Chapter in Books:
Chapter in Books:
Bosman, L.,  ‘Cultivating a congregational culture for evangelism’, in J. Knoetze (ed.), Evangelism – Perspectives from an 
African context, pp. 298–310, Barnabas, Wellington.
Bosman, L.L., ‘Die storie agter die stories’, in L. Bosman, M. Maritz & M. van Jaarsveld (eds.), Bakengemeentes: Nagedink 
oor roeping en getrouheid, CLF Publishers, Wellington.

49



Faculty of Theology and Religion Annual Report 202450

Bosman, L.L., ‘Gemeentes wat geroep word om nuwe grond te betree’, in L. Bosman, M. Maritz & M. van Jaarsveld (eds.), 
Bakengemeentes: Nagedink oor roeping en getrouheid, CLF Publishers, Wellington.
Bosman, L.L., ‘Die leierskap in ’n gemeente’, in L. Bosman, M. Maritz & M. van Jaarsveld (eds.), Bakengemeentes: 
Nagedink oor roeping en getrouheid, CLF Publishers, Wellington.
Maritz, M., ‘Gemeentes wat volhoubaar voortbestaan: Die loodsstudie en opvolgnavorsing’, in L. Bosman, M. Maritz & M. 
van Jaarsveld (eds.), Bakengemeentes: Nagedink oor roeping en getrouheid, CLF Publishers, Wellington.
Maritz, M., ‘Gemeentes wat geroep word om nuwe grond te betree’, in L. Bosman, M. Maritz & M. van Jaarsveld (eds.), 
Bakengemeentes: Nagedink oor roeping en getrouheid, CLF Publishers, Wellington.
Maritz, M., ‘Die kerk en armes se gevoel van wewese’, in L. Bosman, M. Maritz & M. van Jaarsveld (eds.), Bakengemeentes: 
Nagedink oor roeping en getrouheid, CLF Publishers, Wellington.
Joubert, S.J., ‘Reflecting the Glory of the Δόξα-Bodied Christ while participating in the suffering of the Ὰσθένεια-Bodied 
Jesus: Paul’s building blocks for Spiritual Formation in 2 Corinthians’, in A.L.A. Hogeterp, D.F. Tolmie & J.G. van der Watt 
(eds.), Spiritual transformation in the New Testament and related literature, pp. 155–167, Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen.
Schoeman, W.J., ‘‘n Scenario vir die NG Kerk’, in L. Bosman, M. Maritz & M. van Jaarsveld (eds.), Bakengemeentes: 
Nagedink oor roeping en getrouheid, CLF Publishers, Wellington.
Schoeman, W.J., ‘Kerkwees-met-ander: Verskuiwings in identiteit en kultuur’, in L. Bosman, M. Maritz & M. van Jaarsveld 
(eds.), Bakengemeentes: Nagedink oor roeping en getrouheid, CLF Publishers, Wellington.
Steurer, J., ‘Embracing the church’s missional calling in Africa amidst the challenges of surging fundamentalism’, in J. 
Knoetze (ed.), Evangelism – Perspectives from an African context, pp. 151–160, Barnabas, Wellington.
Van der Watt, G., ‘“From patronizing interventions to catalytic accompaniment” – diakonia as vital dimension of the 
church’s comprehensive martyria’, in J. Knoetze (ed.), Evangelism – Perspectives from an African context, pp. 191–208, 
Barnabas, Wellington.
Van Jaarsveld, J.dK., ‘Gemeentes wat volhoubaar voortbestaan: Die loodsstudie en opvolgnavorsing’, in L. Bosman, M. 
Maritz & M. van Jaarsveld (eds.), Bakengemeentes: Nagedink oor roeping en getrouheid, CLF Publishers, Wellington.
Van Jaarsveld, J.dK., ‘Hoop en herstel: Pastorale uitdagings in die post-COVD-19’, in L. Bosman, M. Maritz & M. van 
Jaarsveld (eds.), Bakengemeentes: Nagedink oor roeping en getrouheid, CLF Publishers, Wellington.

Journal Articles:
Andrew, D.N., Schoeman, W.J., & Botes, L.J.S., ‘Multicultural Pentecostal congregations: Spaces for the inclusion of the 
gifts and ministries of women’, Acta Theologica 44(1), 13–31. 
Andrew, D.N., & Schoeman, K. ‘A “bridge-builder” practical theologian, bridging divides in the publics of the church, the 
academy, and society’, Acta Theologica, suppl. 38, 205–218. 
Andrew, D.N., ‘War on waste’, Missionalia 52(2024), 143–156.
Andrew, D.N., ‘Pentecostal liturgical spaces: Contested or embracing spaces for LGBTQIA+’, Stellenbosch Theological 
Journal 10(2), 1–27.
Baloyi, E., ‘Contemporary theological approaches in Zimbabwe: Navigating the challenges of the 21st century’, HTS 
Teologiese Studies/Theological Studies 80(1), 1–8.
Baloyi, E., ‘Looking back at the Reformed Church in Zimbabwe’s adoption of individuals with special needs as Spiritual 
workers’, Studia Historiae Ecclesiasticae 50(2), 1–18. 
Bosman, L., ‘The use of empirical data in communal discernment and decision-making processes in the Dutch Reformed 
Church’, Acta Theologica, suppl. 38, 78–100.
Hermans, C.A.M., ‘Towards an agency-oriented model of congregational vitality: How (not) to transform congregational 
vitality’, Acta Theologica, suppl. 38, 101–118.
Joubert, S., ‘Realigning with the slave-like Jesus of Mark: The shorter ending of Mark 16:1-8 as a relecture’, Acta Theologica, 
suppl. 37, 105–120.
Joubert, S., ‘“It all starts with urgency…”.  Engaging with the local ekklesia of Thessalonica as a window and mirror en 
route to sustained missionary impact’, Acta Theologica suppl. 38, 9–23. 
Leanya, R.B., ‘Church and State relations in Lesotho: A historical review locating the voice of the church in Lesotho’s 
political and mainstream history’, Pharos Journal of Theology 105(5), 1–13. 
Louw, D.J., ‘Metaverse as challenge to homo religionis. Diachronic thinking in theory formation for pastoral caregiving to 
netizens’, Acta Theologica 44(1), 158–186. 



Faculty of Theology and Religion Annual Report 2024

Journal Articles:

Boaheng, I., Alexander, K.B., & Boaheng, S., ‘Exploring theological and biblical perspectives on wealth and poverty’, 
Social Sciences, Humanities and Education (SHE Journal) 5(1), 82–93. 
Boaheng, I., Amoako, C., & Boahen, S., ‘“Kejetia Preaching”: An analysis of contemporary phenomena of street preaching 
in Kumasi, Ghana’, E-journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences (EHASS) 5(1), 13–25.
Boaheng, I., & Paye, A., ‘Faith-based organizations and poverty reduction strategy in Liberia (2008-2011)’, International 
Journal of Social Science Research and Review 6(12), 361–379.
Boaheng, I., ‘Kingship Christology: A reflection on Midnight Crew’s “Igwe” from an Igbo socio-cultural perspective’, 
International Journal of Social Science and Religion 5(1), 39–66.
Boaheng, I., & Korankye, J., An Nzema mother-tongue commentary on the Matthean Beatitudes’, Journal of Mother-

51

Religion Studies
Authored Books:

Boaheng, I., Is the Bible really the Word of God?, Noyam Publishers
Boaheng, I., An essential guide to research methodologies in theology and religious studies, Noyam Publishers.
Boaheng, I., A study of Amos & Hosea: Implications for African public theology, Noyam Publishers.
Boaheng, I., A guide to academic research and writing in theology and religious studies, Noyam Publishers.

Chapter in Books:
Masengwe, G., ‘Regime and school violence in Zimbabwe: Problematising the overlooked correlation between political 
violence and instability in schools’, in R. Dube & A. Mufanechiya (eds.), Regime and education in Zimbabwe: Unpacking 
post-independence curriculum crisis, pp. 121–139, Bloomsbury Publishing, London.
Sasson, V.,’A timeless love story’, in V.R. Sasson & K. Scheible (eds.), The Buddha: A storied life, Oxford University press, 
New York.

Marchinkowski, G.W., ‘Henri Nouwen’s prayer of the heart. Contemplation as key to spiritual transformation’, Scriptura 
123(1), 1–15.
Marchinkowski, G.W., & Forster, D.A., ‘The ordinary and the mystical? Exploring the intersections of spirituality and 
public theology’, HTS Teologiese Studies/Theological Studies 80(1), 1–8. 
Maritz, M., ‘Pastoral leadership for a relevant missional ecclesiology in a context of poverty’, Acta Theologica 44(2), 
162–183. 
Marsay, G., ‘Perspectives of South African adolescent Girls making decisions for their future, African Journal of Career 
Development 6(1):1-8
Moyo, M., ‘Inducting the Socratic method of forming faith in African contexts’, E-Journal of Religious and Theological 
Studies (ERATS) 10(10), 328–339.
Pali, K.J., ‘Markers and tools to facilitate decolonisation of theological education in Africa’, Religions 15, 1–14.
Pali, K.J., ‘Role of active citizenship amid increasing societal challenges in South Africa: A theological reflection on the 
looting of businesses in South Africa’, Missionalia 52, 1–21.
Pali, K.J., ‘Ecumenical ecclesiology as a tool for township congregations to facilitate transformation of the (South) 
African society’, Acta Theologica, suppl. 38, 136–163.
Schoeman, W.J., ‘Reading Galatians 3:28 from a congregational perspective’, Acta Theologica, suppl. 37, 186–206.
van den Berg, J.A., ‘Finding rhythm within: A polyphonic (auto) biographical pastoral reflection’, Acta Theologica, suppl. 
37, 250–262.
van den Berg, J.A., ‘A travel journal by a preacher during the annual Pentecost prayer meetings in the Dutch Reformed 
Church: An auto-ethnographic reflection’, Acta Theologica, suppl. 38, 219–233.
Verster, P., ‘‘n Evaluering van en antwoord op kritiek teen die Apostolicum’, Journal for Christian Scholarship 3rdQuarter: 
91–109.
Verster, P., ‘Goed en kwaad en die bestiering van God met verwysing na Die wêreld van Charlie Oeng deur Etienne van 
Heerden’, Tydskrif vir Geesteswetenskappe 64(4): 628–645.
Verster, P., ‘The challenge of secularism to religion: A South African Christian perspective’, Pharos Journal of Theology 
105(5): 1–12. 



Faculty of Theology and Religion Annual Report 202452

Tongue Biblical Hermeneutics and Theology 6(2), 9–18. 
Boaheng, I., ‘A Christological reflection on Yom Kippur from an Akan Christian perspective’, Scriptura 123(1), 1–18.
Boaheng, I., & Asibu-Dadzie, E. Jnr, ‘The Jewish Yom Kippur (Lev 16:11-22) and its relationship with Effutu Aboakyer Festival: 
A theological reflection’, E-Journal of Religious and Theological Studies (ERATS) 10(5), 132–146. 
Boaheng, I., ‘John Wesley’s Pneumatology and its application to the contemporary Ghanaian public space’, Social Sciences, 
Humanities and Education Journal (SHE Journal), 5(2), 322–339.
Boaheng, I., ‘A theological appraisal of the satisfaction theory of atonement: Implications for the Ghanaian context’, 
Stellenbosch Theological Journal 10(1), 1–27.
Boaheng, I., ‘Oral Theology in the African Church: An examination of the Divine Attributes in the Song Yehowa by Suzzy and 
Matt’, Conspectus 37(1), 23–39.
Boaheng, I., ‘The Darwinian theory of evolution and creation account of Genesis: Contradiction or Complementary?’ E-journal 
of Religious and Theological Studies (ERATS) 10(5), 182–193.
Boaheng, I., & Amoako, C., ‘Poverty as a hindrance to accessing quality Healthcare in Ghana: A theological and pastoral 
reflection’, E-journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences (EHASS) 5(9), 11–23.
Boaheng, I., & Asare-Antwako, S., ‘Theological reflections on the temptation of Christ based on a comparative study between 
the accounts of Mathew and Luke’, E-Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences (EHASS) 5(13), 2206–2216.
Boaheng, I., & Asibu-Dadzie, E., ‘Jnr, Analysis of Patristic interpretation of the “shema” in Deuteronomy 6:4-5’, E-journal of 
Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences (EHASS) 5(11), 1817–1830.
Boaheng, I., ‘Toward a disability theology for the Ghanaian context’, Anales de Teologia 26(1), 5–20.
Boaheng, I., ‘Ubuntu socio-political ethics and Ghana’s journey to realizing the aspirations of Agenda 2063’, Social Sciences, 
Humanities and Education Journal ( SHE Journal) 5(3), 484–503.
Boaheng, I., “The church and the use of Family planning: A case study of the Presbyterian Church of Ghana, Ebenezer 
congregation, Old Tafo’, E-Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences (EHASS) 5(16), 2941–2959.
Boaheng, I., ‘St Thomas Aquinas’ doctrine of Christ’s descent into Hades and its implications for African ancestor Christological 
discourse’, Acta Theologica 44(2), 51–70.
Boaheng, I., ‘Cruciform theology and its implications for African Christianity’, E-journal of Religious and Theological Studies 
(ERATS) 10(13), 477–489.
Boaheng, I., ‘Scripture engagement and Bible Translation project Management: The case of Bono-Twi Bible Translation 
project’, Journal of Mother-Tongue Biblical Hermeneutics and Theology (MOTBIT) 6(7), 110–124.
Boaheng, I., ‘Genesis 1:1-3 in selected Akan Mother-tongues: A Grammatico-syntactic Analysis’, E-journal of Humanities, 
Arts and Social Sciences (EHASS) 5(16), 3121–3131.
Boaheng, I., ‘A theological reflection on the Akan doctrine of the human soul’, Journal for the Study of Religion 37(1), 1–22. 
Boaheng, I., ‘From personal holiness to ecological holiness: A Wesleyan-Theological response to creation’s cry in 
contemporary Ghana’, E-journal of Religious and Theological Studies (ERATS) 10(14), 13–32.
Chireshe, E., ‘Covid-19, women’s mental health, and religion in Zimbabwe: Insights from Christian Women and Clergymen in 
Masvingo, Zimbabwe’, Pharos Journal of Theology 105(4), 1–13.
Jaba, M., ‘A theological analysis of the concept of the future’s openness in African religious discourse, A theological analysis 
of the concept of the future’s openness in African religious discourse’, Kamasean: Jurnal Teologi Kristen 5(2), 127–147.
Kimpinde, M.C., ‘Dispassionate hospitality as a Christian value: A pastoral narrative’, HTS Teologiese Studies/Theological 
Studies 80(1), 1–8.
Masengwe, G., ‘The dynamics of empowering women in the post-missionary Church of Christ in Zimbabwe’, HTS Teologiese 
Studies/Theological Studies 80(1), 1–9.
Masengwe, G., ‘Exploring the Zimbabwean Technical and Vocational Education journey: Challenges and prospects’, E-journal 
of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences (EHASS) 5(16), 3302–3315.
Mokhutso, J., ‘Hybridisation as a normal process of life: A contribution to the “Ukuthwasa” conversation within the Methodist 
Church of Southern Africa’, Studia Historiae Ecclesiasticae 50(1), 1–17. 
Mokhutso, J.,’ Is the Methodist Church of Southern Africa an African church or a church in Africa? A decoloniality paradigm’, 
E-journal of Religious and Theological Studies (ERATS) 10(14), 42–54.
Mokotso, I.R., ‘Advancing interreligious education through the principles of SeMoshoeshoe’, Theologia Viatorum 48(1), 1–8.
Mokotso, I.R., ‘Enhancing religious education teaching and learning for sustainable development in Lesotho’, HTS Teologiese 
Studies/Theological Studies 80(1), 1–6. 
Mokotso, I.R., ‘Tapping into the political assets of Basotho Traditional Religion: In search of political stability in Lesotho’, 
Pharos Journal of Theology 105(1), 1–14.
Mokotso, I.R., ‘Assessing the viability of religious education in shaping moral behavior: The context of Lesotho’, Religion: 
Jurnal Studi Agama-agama 14(2), 207–225.



Faculty of Theology and Religion Annual Report 2024

Faculty of Theology and Religion Annual Report 202355



University of the Free State 
205 Nelson Mandela Drive Park West 

Bloemfontein, 9300 
Academic Adviser

T: (+27)051 401 2786
E: theology@ufs.ac.za


