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Dr Marina Magalhães Barreto Leite da Silva is an Assistant Professor at the 
University of Pernambuco and a professor at the Brazil–Japan Cultural 
Institute, both institutions in Brazil. Currently, her research is connected to 
fields such as Japanese contemporary history and international 
organizations.

Jana de Kluiver is a researcher specializing in political science, global 
security, and sustainability. She holds a Master of Arts in Political Science 
from the University of the Free State, where her research focused on the 
risks and opportunities associated with China’s Belt and Road Initiative in 
Africa. With experience in various academic and professional roles, Jana 
has contributed to research on economic trends, policy analysis, and 
emerging risks across Africa. She has authored several publications and 
book chapters on topics such as China‑Africa relations, debt dynamics, 
and global security initiatives. Her work has been featured in academic 
journals and presented at international conferences. 

Shilpi Ghosh is a PhD research scholar at the Centre for African Studies, 
School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), 
specializing in Political Science and International Relations. She has worked 
as a Guest Faculty at the University of Delhi and contributed as a content 
writer for the School of Open Learning, University of Delhi. Shilpi has 
presented research papers at national and international conferences on 
topics including the Indian diaspora, climate change, conflicts and 
maritime security. Her work has been published in UGC‑listed journals, 
Peer‑reviewed journals and online portals with a focus on India‑Africa 
relations, Climate change and conflict in East Africa.

Prof (Dr) Bashabi Gupta is a Professor based at the Dept of Geography, 
Miranda House, University of Delhi. She has completed her Ph.D. from the 
Centre for Studies in Regional Development, School of Social Sciences, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. She has been awarded the Felix 
Scholarship for her study at SOAS, University of London, the ICSSR‑CSDS 
Doctoral Fellowship for her Ph.D research, and the ICSSR‑NRTT fellowship 
for Post Doctoral Studies. Her research interests are based on the 
interweaving of social theory and technology landscapes. Her research 
areas include climate change and policy, sustainable livelihoods, climate 
variability and gendered adaptation, gender and development studies, 
North East India Area studies, India‑ Africa relations, Indian diaspora 
studies, comparative community development, land alienation processes, 
land labour, and inheritance processes, marginalisation processes and 
social capital, natural resource management and property rights amongst 
tribal and non‑tribal women, in tribal and caste society in India. She has 
published widely and has presented her research on multiple national and 
international platforms. 

Milu Maria Jose is a Research Assistant at the North East Regional Research 
and Resource Centre, Miranda House. With a postgraduate degree in 
development studies from the Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati, her 
work spans various fields, including climate change, policies, livelihood, 
and sustainability. �rough her innovative approach, she aims to address 
pressing global challenges from a holistic perspective, bridging disciplinary 
boundaries and driving positive change.

Dr Sergey Kostelyanets is Head of the Center for Social and Political Studies 
at the Institute for African Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences, 
Associate Professor at Peoples' Friendship University of Russia, and Senior 
Research Fellow at the National Research University "Higher School of 
Economics". His research interests include armed conflicts and conflict 
resolution in Africa, terrorism, secessionist movements, and relations 
between Russia, non‑African Muslim countries and Africa. Dr. Kostelyanets 
has published the book Darfur꞉ A History of the Conflict (in Russian) and 
over 100 research papers in academic journals and anthologies. Dr. 
Kostelyanets worked previously at the Organization for Security and Co‑
operation in Europe (OSCE) in the sections for human rights and for 
combating human trafficking. ORCID ID꞉ 0000‑0002‑9983‑9994

Dr Bianca Naude is a Senior Lecturer in Political Studies and Governance at 
the University of the Free State, South Africa. Her research in IR theory 
draws on psychoanalysis, philosophy, and anthropology. She has 
contributed several scholarly articles and book chapters on African and 
South African foreign relations, ontological security approaches to issues 
ranging from terrorism and climate change, to colonialism, collective 
trauma, and emotions in international politics. Her research monograph, 
Revisiting State Personhood and World Politics꞉ Identity, Personality, and 
the IR Subject (2022) was published in the Routledge Psychoanalytic 
Political �eory Series and was recently named one of International Affairs’ 
Top 5 books in the category “new thinking in IR theory”.

Dr MD Muddassir Quamar is an Associate Professor at the Centre for West 
Asian Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
New Delhi. Prior to joining JNU, Dr. Quamar was a Fellow at the Manohar 
Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies & Analyses, New Delhi. He specialises 
in Middle East strategic affairs, political Islam, and India’s relations with the 
region. Among other issues, he is interested in society, politics and foreign 
policy of Saudi Arabia and Türkiye. Dr. Quamar has authored and edited 
several books, published research articles in reputed academic journals 
and contributed chapters in edited volumes on contemporary 
developments in the Middle East. He is the Editor of the Contemporary 
Review of the Middle East (Sage, India) and was Book Review Editor of 
Strategic Analysis (T&F, UK) between July 2018 and March 2023. Dr. 
Quamar was a Visiting Fellow at the King Faisal Centre for Research and 
Islamic Studies in Riyadh.

Sanet Solomon is a Lecturer in the Department of Political Sciences at the 
University of South Africa (UNISA). She is an internationally published 
author, seasoned political analyst and council member of the South African 
Association of Political Studies (SAAPS).

Dr Hussein Solomon is Senior Professor at the Centre for Gender and Africa 
Studies at the University of the Free State. He is also a Visiting Professor at 
the Osaka School of International Public Policy, an Extraordinary Professor 
at the School of Government, North‑West University, a Visiting Professor at 
the Department of History and Politics at Nelson Mandela University, a 
Visiting Professor at the Department of Political Science, Faculty of Military 
Science, Stellenbosch University and a Research Fellow of the Security 
Institute for Governance and Leadership in Africa (SIGLA).
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