
 

ABSTRACT 
 

The paper begins with a short account of the innovative work of the Department of English, National University of Lesotho, in 
applying rhetoric studies and critical discourse analysis to African texts. There follows a brief introduction to the first newspapers 
to be owned, written and managed by Basotho outside of the control of the missions and the colonial administration, and of how 
rhetorical analysis can help illuminate the ideological orientation of these papers; special emphasis is placed here on the rhetoric 
of advertisements. Finally the paper introduces an on-going case study of ways in which in the 1920s the newspaper Naledi ea 
Lesotho negotiated criticism of the chieftaincy. 
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