
The Univers i ty  of  Dayton Human Rights  Center ,  in

col laborat ion with the Centre  for  Human Rights  of  the

Faculty  of  Law,  Univers i ty  of  Pretor ia ,  and the Free State

Centre  for  Human Rights  of  the Faculty  of  Law,  Univers i ty

of  the Free State ,  wi l l  host  a  jo int  convening ,  br inging

together  the 2023 Socia l  Pract ice  of  Human Rights

Conference and the 6th Internat ional  Conference on the

Right  to  Development ,  which wi l l  be held for  the f i r s t  t ime

outs ide of  the Afr ican cont inent .  

As  we mark the 75th anniversary  of  the Universa l

Declarat ion of  Human Rights  (UDHR) ,  we wi l l  re f lect  on the

growing discourse on decolonizat ion and development in

re lat ion to  the socia l  pract ice  of  human r ights ,  which

centers  the approaches of  d iverse  communit ies ,  inc luding

act iv ism,  organiz ing ,  communicat ions ,  ar t i s t ic  express ions ,

and ref lect ive  conversat ions .  Our  part icular  focus  i s  on

Afr ica ,  and indiv iduals  of  Af r ican descent ,  and our  work i s

f i rmly  grounded in  var ious  f rameworks  such as  the United

Nat ions  Declarat ion on the Right  to  Development ( 1986)

and the Afr ican Charter  on Human and Peoples '  R ights

(Banjul  Charter ) .
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Today ,  we recognize that  the real izat ion of  the r ight  to

development i s  s tymied by pers is tent  growing inequal i ty ,

poverty ,  conf l ict ,  unemployment ,  and the marginal izat ion

of  women and gi r l s .  Af r ica ’s  part icular  p lace in  the

internat ional  pol i t ica l  economy is  inextr icably  l inked to

and confounded by i ts  former  colonizers  and current  neo-

colonia l  actors .  Moreover ,  communit ies  of  Af r ican descent

across  the globe l ive  in  st ructura l  d iscr iminat ion ,  scarred

by poverty ,  underdevelopment ,  marginal izat ion ,  soc ia l

exclus ion ,  and economic dispar i t ies .  As  the Internat ional

Decade for  People  of  Af r ican Descent  draws to  a  c lose in

2024 and the Permanent  Forum launches i ts  work ,

t ransnat ional  movements  for  rac ia l  just ice  have new

plat forms through which to  br ing the socia l  pract ice  of

human r ights  to  bear .

At  th is  moment ,  we see the potent ia l  to  d is rupt  the

entrenched cycle  generated by colonia l  and neocolonia l

dynamics  by  drawing on epistemologies  of  the Global

South ,  part icular ly  of  Af r ica ,  Lat in  Amer ica and the

Car ibbean.  The goal  i s  to  envis ion a  new future  of  changing

pol i t ica l ,  economic ,  feminist ,  and cultura l  engagement

around Afr ica  and people  of  Af r ican descent  in  the US and

global ly .  Thus ,  we welcome submiss ions  that  of fer  new

ins ights ,  tools ,  mutual  learning ,  and t ransformat ional

advocacy to  shi f t  the paradigm f rom the developmental

and Pan-Afr ican approaches and to  ref rame,  reenergize ,

and restructure connect ions  and theor izat ions  of  r ights

and just ice  for  Afr ica  and communit ies  of  Af r ican descent .



Inclusive development  –  redist r ibut ive  models ,

bus iness  and human r ights ,  r ights-based economies  and

f inancia l  inst i tut ions ,  g lobal  supply  chains ,  inequal i t ies ,

and Agenda 2030 and the Susta inable  Development

Goals .  

Social  transformation,  movements & resistance  –  new

forms of  c iv ic  and cultura l  engagement ,  educat ion and

pedagogy ,  the intersect ion of  theater ,  ar t  and act iv ism,

music ,  per formance ,  and v isual  culture ,  new

technologies  and res istance to  ant i - r ights  movements ,

and democrat ic  f ragi l i ty .

Climate change and sustainabi l i ty  -  c l imate and

envi ronmental  just ice ,  ecological  d isaster ,  natura l

resources  explo i tat ion ,  bui ld ing susta inable  futures ,

corporate  interests ,  and f i scal  and economic

dimensions .  

Belonging in Afr ica and for  People of  Afr ican Descent
-  migrat ion ,  evolv ing feminist  methods and the

decolonizat ion of  norms,  human r ights  in  c i t ies  and

local i t ies ,  youth ,  intersect ional i ty ,  ident i t ies ,  equity ,

rac ia l  and socia l  just ice ,  and reparat ions .

We welcome contr ibut ions  that  focus  on the fo l lowing sub-

themes or  any re lated topic :

We especia l ly  encourage workshops ,  roundtables ,  and

panels  that  br idge coal i t ion th inking by plac ing scholars ,

pol icy  des igners ,  pract i t ioners ,  ar t i s ts ,  and act iv is ts  in  a

space of  engagement .
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Fol low @udhumanr ights  #SPHR23

The Socia l  Pract ice  of  Human Rights  conference ,  hosted by

the Univers i ty  of  Dayton ’s  Human Rights  Center  s ince 2013 ,

a ims to  br ing together  scholars  and pract i t ioners  to  ref lect

on socia l  just ice  and human r ights  research and to  foster

potent ia l  col laborat ions  and in i t iat ives .

The Joint  Convening is  a imed at  prov iding a  space where

interdisc ipl inary  perspect ives  can be shared on current

discourses  on human r ights ,  development ,  and the socia l

pract ice  of  human r ights .

The events  wi l l  take place November 2-4,  2023 ,  a t  the

Univers i ty  of  Dayton in  Dayton ,  Ohio .  U .S .  The Conference is

planned as  a  hybr id event  exper ience .  In-person and some

vir tual  part ic ipat ion i s  env is ioned.

There wi l l  be a  number  of  keynote conversat ions  featur ing

thought  leaders  in  th is  f ie ld ,  inc luding Sabelo J .  Ndlovu-
Gatsheni ,  Professor  and Chair  of  Epistemologies  of  the

Global  South with Emphasis  on Afr ica  at  the Univers i ty  of

Bayreuth in  Germany and author  of  Decolonizat ion ,

development ,  and knowledge in  Afr ica :  Turning over  a  new

leaf  (2022) .  

For  more informat ion about  SPHR and to  stay  updated on

keynote speakers  and conference act iv i t ies :
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A t i t le  of  the paper ,  roundtable ,  or  workshop

An abstract  or  concept  of  300 or  fewer  words

A biographical  s tatement (no more than 200 words)  for

each author  or  contr ibutor ,  inc luding name,  t i t le ,  and

inst i tut ion/organizat ion af f i l iat ion .  

Submiss ions  are  due by May 8,  2023 ,  through [ecommons]

Submiss ions  must  contain :

The se lect ion committee wi l l  pr ior i t ize  col laborative
submissions by practit ioners and academics  that  br idge

the gap between scholar ly  analys is  and pract ica l

implementat ion ,  a iming to  advance new research methods ,

tools ,  and st rategies  appl icable  in  real -wor ld contexts .

Submitters  wi l l  be not i f ied of  the status  of  thei r

submiss ions  by  June 2 ,  2023.  Contr ibut ions  wi l l  be

considered for  an edited volume or  specia l  i ssue to  be

publ ished in  an accredited and peer- rev iewed journal  in

2024 .  Presenters  must  submit  the fu l l  text  of  thei r  papers

(e .g . ,  academic paper ,  report ,  manuscr ipt ,  white  paper ,

concept  note)  to  the Human Rights  Center  v ia  emai l  to

hrc@udayton.edu by September 29,  2023 .

Limited travel  support  i s  avai lable  to  pract i t ioners  and
presenters  f rom the Global  South as  wel l  as  graduate
students ,  junior  scholars ,  and cont ingent  faculty  with
f inancial  need.  
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ROUNDTABLE, OR WORKSHOP:ROUNDTABLE, OR WORKSHOP:ROUNDTABLE, OR WORKSHOP:

https://ecommons.udayton.edu/human_rights/cfp.html

