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Introduction:  

This information booklet has been developed to serve as a 
comprehensive guide for students within the Faculty of 
Natural and Applied Sciences (NAS). It aims to help 
students better understand the key academic rules and 
regulations that govern their studies.  

The booklet provides a clear breakdown of important 
policies such as progression rules, readmission 
procedures, and other essential faculty-specific 
guidelines that every NAS student should be familiar with. 

Whether you are a new or returning student, this 
document is designed to support you in navigating your 
academic journey with confidence. By outlining the 
expectations and requirements set by the faculty, it 
ensures that you are well-informed about how to maintain 
good academic standing, what steps to take if you 
encounter academic challenges, and how to maximise the 
opportunities available within the NAS Faculty. 

In brief, this booklet serves as a vital resource for 
understanding the academic framework of the Faculty of 
Natural and Applied Sciences and for promoting student 
success by fostering awareness and compliance with 
faculty regulations 
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Office of The Dean Staff 

Dean  
Professor Paul Oberholster  
9 Biology Building  
Telephone Number: 051 401 2322  
Email: dean@ufs.ac.za   

Vice Dean for Learning and Teaching 
Professor Liezel Herselman  
10 Biology Building  
Telephone Number: 051 401 2322  
Email: dean@ufs.ac.za     
 
Faculty Manager  
Mrs Tracy Isaacs  
11 Biology Building  
Telephone Number: 051 401 3199  
Email: isaacstl@ufs.ac.za   
 
Faculty Marketing Manager  
Ms Elfrieda Van Der Berg 
12 Biology Building  
Telephone Number: 051 401 3199  
Email: isaacstl@ufs.ac.za   

For any academic inquiries, please email the following 
people: 

mailto:dean@ufs.ac.za
mailto:dean@ufs.ac.za
mailto:isaacstl@ufs.ac.za
mailto:isaacstl@ufs.ac.za
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Senior Assistant Officer  
Heidiry White 
14 Biology Building 
Telephone Number: 051 401 3236 
Email: whitehj@ufs.ac.za 

Senior Assistant Officer  
Sally Visagie 
15 Biology Building 
Telephone Number: 051 401 9786 
Email: visagier@ufs.ac.za 

Please contact the respective programme director of your 
course of study for academic advising:  

mailto:whitehj@ufs.ac.za
mailto:visagier@ufs.ac.za
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Credits and credit load 

• At least for example 16 x 4 credits per 
semester 

• At least 60-64 credits per semester 
• At least 120-128 credits per year 

• 3-year degree   3-year extended 
• ±384 credits   ±464 credits 

• 4-year degree 
• ± 492 credits 

• BSc Agric extended (5 years) 
• ± 592 credits  Rule book p41 

  

Module Code 

https://ufsacza-my.sharepoint.com/personal/herselmanl_ufs_ac_za/Documents/Documents/1.%20Vice%20dean_T&L/2025%20Registration/Orientation/Rulebook%20p42.pdf
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The NAS4 Progression Rules explain the minimum 
requirements you must meet to move from one 
semester or year to the next in your studies. 

If you do not follow these rules, you may be 
academically excluded (asked to leave the 
Faculty) by the Faculty Examinations Board. If this 
happens, you will get an official notice. You can 
appeal this decision by writing to the Faculty 
Readmissions Appeal Committee and providing 
valid reasons or supporting evidence to substantiate 
your appeal (this process is explained in NAS4m). 

The NAS4 (a–n) Progression Rules are specific to 
the Faculty of Natural and Applied Sciences. They 
are in place to ensure every student has a fair 
chance to complete their qualification within the 
allowed time. 

The rules are as follows:  

a) 32 credits per semester to continue and a total of 

64 credits per year to continue to next year. 

b) A module may only be repeated once. 

c) May only obtain <30% final mark for one module 

per year. 

d) Only 9 (3-year degree) or 12 (4-year degree) 

modules may be repeated in total. 

NAS4 – Progression Rules 
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e) Cannot register for a new module that clashes with 

a module that is being repeated. 100% class 

attendance for a module that is being repeated.  

f) All 120-1st year and 48 2nd year credits must be 

obtained after 3 years of study.  

g) 80 credits must be passed to register for next year 

modules. 

h) May not register for 1st and 3rd year modules in 

the same year. 

i) Rule no longer used. 

j) Max of 4 modules outstanding to extend 

residential period (n+1) with one year 

k) If modules are being repeated, may only register 

for 64 credits/semester 

l) May register for one additional 16-credit module 

per semester 

m) You may appeal against academic exclusion 

n) Need a 45% semester mark to write examination 

  

Refer to the NAS Rule book pages 41-42 for more 

information. 

 

 

https://ufsacza-my.sharepoint.com/personal/herselmanl_ufs_ac_za/Documents/Documents/1.%20Vice%20dean_T&L/2025%20Registration/Orientation/NAS-Rulebook-2025%20final.pdf
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Extended programme students 

 

• Must pass all modules before can move to Bfn 

campus 

• Average of 60% for Academic modules 

• Average of 50% for all developmental modules  

• Developmental academic modules: 

• MATD1554/1564/1534/1544 

• CHEM1552 

• MTDA1508 (Agricultural students) 

• Developmental modules: 

• CSILxxxx; SCNS1508, CALN1508 

• Must stay in the extended programme (can move 

between programmes within extended stream) 

and cannot move to mainstream programmes 

Communication 

 

• Contact the following people, in this order, for 

academic advising: 

1. Your Programme Director 

2. NAS Teaching and Learning Managers –  

Mrs Tracy Isaacs – isaacstl@ufs.ac.za 

Ms Madeline Barnard - BarnardM2@ufs.ac.za  

mailto:isaacstl@ufs.ac.za
mailto:BarnardM2@ufs.ac.za


Page 9 of 10 
 

Professor Liesel Herselman – 

herselmanl@ufs.ac.za  

a. All enquiries in writing, via email 

b. STUDENT NUMBER and COURSE CODE 

BC43…. As the subject of the email. 

c. Add a summary of the content, e.g. appeal, 

graduation, timetable, etc. 

• For other challenges, follow the correct “chain of 

command”, namely: 

o Lecturer » PD/HOD » TLM/FM » Vice-

dean: T&L » Dean » DVC » VC 

• Always include the following as the subject line of 

your email correspondence: 

o Student number 

o Surname 

o Subject 

 

Road to Success 

 

Find the Road to Success with Academic Advising 

Academic Advisors can help you with the following: 

• Changing degrees; Choosing subjects 

• Choosing, adding and dropping modules 

mailto:herselmanl@ufs.ac.za
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• Setting academic and personal goals 

• Time management 

• Aligning your academic path with your career 

goals 

• Study methods 

• Determining if you will graduate on time 

• Navigate higher education 

• Information on career options 

• Refer you to the appropriate support services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


