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“Art on Disasters”

Disaster Management is a continuous and integnamgiti-disciplinary and multi —
sectoral process of planning and implementatiomagious measures so as to protect
communities. Such measures are prevention, miigaind preparedness, response
to disasters, recovery and rehabilitation of comities) affected. For this project,
rehabilitation is the main outcome of the projeitt;is a process of restoring
individuals, communities and the environment afte impacts of disasters, to its

normal condition through therapy, education ancheeling.

Disasters have a devastating effect on societigshwibring fear, uncertainties and
usually post-traumatic stress disorders. Most saorgi and the affected seek comfort
in art. Furthermore, Humanitarian Workers are at widh man-made and natural
disasters, sometimes they win and sometimes thes. Im loss, the art seeks to
console the Humanitarian Workers as a reminderhef dtruggle and continuous
efforts to alleviate pain and suffering. Art hasveel as a memorial and healing
process, it has helped affected communities ingerpheir emotions. “Art on

Disasters” is a project on collection of all catege of art which seeks to educate
people about the risks and impacts of disastemutftr art. It will help advocates of

humanity to communicate peace and safety of comtiiesmnore effectively.

This project will be highly beneficial to the Sou#firican community and beyond
because everyone is at risk and disasters affegbnan despite your financial
background, gender or status in the community. Whtk, peace and reconciliation
amongst affected communities will be achieved, esig in conflict stricken events.
As a way of improving quality of life, community mmbders will be educated about
their risks as well as rehabilitate them throughtipipation in projects like art

therapy.
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Different categories of art related to all forms diasters will be collected and
developed, such as (Paintings, Photography, SaeptiPoetry, theaters and short

stories).

Stephanie peters, Thomas Hart Benton, Tania KaradsMedhi Naimi are just a few
of the many artists that paint on man-made andraktlisasters. They are artist that

believe in art therapy as a form of self expressigell being and a recovery process.

Aims of the project
- To develop dramas, theaters, poetry and music llabmration with relevant

artists, these productions will then be presenteccdmmunities affected by
disasters and at risk, so as to create awarenedsedutate them about the risks
they are exposed to;

- Exhibit paintings, photographs and sculptersaimallery at disaster
management or relevant conferences as part obtiference proceedings;

- Conduct research on rehabilitation of disastercaééi@ communities through art
as a form of therapy;

- Co-ordinate rehabilitation expert's to assist@menunities affected or at risk;

- To incorporate Art on Disasters in schools curtoalas a way of instilling
knowledge and resilience in communities;

- Some of the artwork collected or developed willdméd or auctioned with the
aim of raising funds that can then be donated tawse as part of DIMTEC’s

community service.

Target audience

» Humanitarian workers - (Government, Non — governmental organizations, Private
organizations both national and international levels ai as individual private
collectors will be targeted). These are the customgueated to buy the artwork as
office and home displays. The art works will also helpmhnitarian workers
advocate for disaster risk reduction.

> Affected communities- (These are community members of all different ageigs
and backgrounds who have been affected by disastemseoat risk). The money
collected will be used to help restore these communitiek la normality.
Psychological debriefing or trauma cancelling will alsopbavided to humanitarian
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workers.
» Students in humanitarian studies —(These are students studying humanitarian
courses and students studying ads) work will form part of the curriculum for

practical exercise and better understanding of the rigkingpacts of disasters.

Explaining disaster management (Traditional processto artists

Response

I

Reconstruction

Rehabilitation

POST-DISASTFR RFCOVFRY PHASF

Above is the Traditional Disaster management moeddth consist of two phases

namely pre-disaster risk reduction and post-disastwvery phase. In the pre phase,
are all the activities that are carried out befar@isaster strikes thus prevention
(outright avoidance of disaster affecting a community), mitigation (essing the impact

of the disaster), preparednesState of readiness of a community) and early warning
(Pointing out a potential danger). The post-disaster phase entails activities agh
responsergacting to the disaster), reconstructionkuilding destroyed infrastructures

to be in working condition again) and rehabilitationRestoring to normal mental and
physical health of affected community members). These are activities carried out after
the disaster has been experienced within a comynurtie problem that exists in the
disaster management fraternity is that rehabititatof affected communities and

humanitarian workers is usually a neglected phB$saster management activities
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end at the response and reconstruction phase. €d@ralso rarely makes a follow
up on the affected communities and without suchoadicast the world will see the
disaster as a won battle. Hence through this proggenmunities will be consoled,
healed and made resilient. For affected communrtitiaswill participate, they will be
able to interpret their emotions. Humanitarian vessk will be able through this
project to advocate for disaster risk reduction amotivate for rehabilitation of
affected communities. It will also be psychologiadbriefing for humanitarian

workers after attending to the affected communities
Collecting the art work

» Art competitions open to art students, professiang$ts and upcoming artists;
» Donations from artists;

» Direct purchases of art pieces;

» Collaborating with theater productions to develdgyp that will be launched in

theater houses around South Africa and abroad;

Period of the project

Proven the viability and success of the projectrattie first implementation and the

project being DIMTEC’s community service, the paijaims to be permanent.

Contact Person

Olivia Kunguma

Disaster Management Training and Education Cepotréfrica (DIMTEC)
University of the Free State

Lanbou, Room 3.101

Bloemfontein

+27 51 401 9699 / 2721

+27 51 401 9336

kungumao@ufs.ac.za

oliviakunguma@gmail.com
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