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Abrahams, G and Marais, J.G.L (2019)., Polokwane: a 

secondary city with a 2020 vision. Edition:1st edition in 
J. Marais & V. Nel (eds.), Space and planning in 
secondary cities reflections from South Africa, South 
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the Sun Press imprint., (pp. 179-201).  

The Centre for Development Support 
(CDS) is a progressive research and 
development unit within the Faculty of 
Economic and Management Sciences at 
the University of the Free State (UFS) with 
the broad aim of promoting sustainable 
human development in the broader South 
African society. In addition to this, the CDS 
also presents a two-year multi-disciplinary 
Master's Programme in Development 
Studies (MDS) with lecturers from sixteen 
departments at the UFS, using resource-
based learning. This degree is designed for 
people who are currently working in a 
development-related context, or who intend 
to do so. 

Vision 

To be a leading research, training, and 
knowledge centre promoting sustainable 
human development 

Mission 

Promoting sustainable development 
through: 

 Conducting applied and policy-
orientated research to inform, steer, 
and facilitate development initiatives, 
development programmes, and 
academic excellence 

 Building capacity through training and 
development programmes 

 Being a knowledge centre focused on 
four niche areas, namely 
o poverty and social development,  
o human settlements/housing  
o local economic 

development/enterprise 
development,  

o and rendering a consultative 
service on socio-economic 
development issues and initiatives 
to clients in the private and public 
sector, as well as the NGOs and 
CBOs 

 Being part of a broad network of 
national and international development 
expertise. 

 The CDS strives to achieve this 
mission with passion, a spirit of 
entrepreneurship, and through 
partnerships 

 socio-economic characteristics of arid 
areas 
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Projects 
 
South African Cities Network – Profiling ICMs 
Swedish Research Council and Karolinska Institute - Self-

help after male medical circumcision with voice 
messages 

National Institute of Health (USA) and the University of 
Houston - The acceptability and feasibility of an 
adaptation of the Mediational Intervention of Sensitising 
Caregivers (MISC) for Community-based 
Organisations in a sample of South African HIV/AIDS 
orphans  

Emalahleni mining town study 
Department of Social Development – Free State population 

profile 
National Research Foundation – Mining and society project 
Gates Foundation – Family Planning Needs of South 

African Adolescent Girls 
EU Horizon 2040 grant – common good first 
Impact of renewable energy – Baseline survey in 

Wesley/Ciskei 
CUT/UFS collaboration grant – deeds register data for 

Mangaung 
Survey of student housing needs 
An evaluation of the informal settlement upgrading 

programme in the Free State Provicne – conducted for 
the Free State Porvincial Government 

Impact of renewable enerby projects in the Northern Cape 
– Funded by Cranfield University 

Meraka village- living laboratory for no-to-low cost building 
and permaculture methods in Roodewal, Mangaung 
Metro Municipality 

Re-future- arts-based research funded by Programme for 
Innovation in Arts and Development (PIAD);  the 
Australian Arts Council; University of Queensland; 
UHasselt; the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 

Post-Natural shelters for a climate change world – 
Transdisciplanary research funded by UFS, University 
of Queensland, UHasselt, Williams College and the 
Natural Building Collective 

Enactus- project mentoring for student initiatives 
EU Horizon 2040 grant – common good first 
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Contact 
 
Tel: +27(0)51 401 3176 
Email: MakhubuNY@ufs.ac.za 
Web: www.ufs.ac.za/cds 
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