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conferred in absentia. 
An* next to a name indicates that the degree, diploma, or certificate is awarded with distinction.

PLEASE NOTE

P R O G R A M M E



N AT I O N A L

A N T H E M  O F

S O U T H  A F R I C A

Maluphakanyisw’ uphondo lwayo, 
Yizwa imithandazo yethu,
Nkosi sikelela, thina lusapho lwayo.
Morena boloka setjhaba sa heso,
O fedise dintwa le matshwenyeho,
O se boloke, O se boloke setjhaba sa heso, 
Setjhaba sa South Afrika - 
South Afrika.
Uit die blou van onse hemel,
Uit die diepte van ons see,
Oor ons ewige gebergtes,
Waar die kranse antwoord gee,
Sounds the call to come together,
And united we shall stand,
Let us live and strive for freedom,
In South Africa our land.

Nkosi sikelel’ iAfrika
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• Please stand as the procession enters the hall
• Do not move around during the ceremony in order to take photos
• Please refrain from unacceptable actions such as whistling
• Please put your cellphone on silent so as not to disturb the proceedings
• We strive to conduct the ceremonies in a dignified manner
• Please do not leave the hall before the graduation proceedings have been 

concluded
• Family and friends who are unable to attend may watch the full graduation 

ceremonies through our livestream link at https://livestream.ufs.ac.za. 

In order to maintain the dignity of the ceremony, you are 
requested to take note of the following:



A B O U T  T H E  U F S
The University of the Free State (UFS) has a proud history as one of the oldest institutions of higher education 
in South Africa. It opened its doors in Bloemfontein in 1904 as the Grey University College, with six students 
in The Humanities. Today it is a multi-campus institution, with two diverse campuses in Bloemfontein and 
one in Qwaqwa in the scenic Eastern Free State, accommodating more than 39 000 students in its seven 
faculties (Economic and Management Sciences, Education, Health Sciences, The Humanities, Law, Natural 
and Agricultural Sciences, Theology and Religion), with a significant number of international students 
and associates, and an ever-widening scope of active involvement in and contribution to its surrounding 
communities.
 
For the past 120 years, the UFS has been delivering quality graduates who have made their mark in various 
sectors. What sets the institution apart is its holistic student support initiatives, enabling it to achieve some 
of the highest success rates in the country. Delivering students who are in high demand in the global job 
market remains a top priority. An established network of industry partners and close collaboration with 
the public and private sectors, as well as a continuous process of transformation and curriculum renewal, 
dovetail to produce highly employable graduates.

UFS research efforts are driven by dedicated scholars, some of whom are international leaders in their fields, 
with industry and social impact and real-world application.

Through the principle of engaged scholarship, the UFS responds to societal needs by using its scholarly and 
professional expertise with an intentional public purpose and benefit.

The UFS is an institution that goes all out to provide its students and staff with an outstanding university 
experience. Everything the institution does is rooted in its values of excellence, innovation and impact, 
accountability, care, social justice, and sustainability. 

The UFS aspires to be a research-led, student-centred, and regionally engaged university that contributes 
to development and social justice through the production of globally competitive graduates and knowledge. 
Our Vision 130 is an elaboration of our strategic intent to reposition the university for 2034, when we will 
commemorate our 130th anniversary. 
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Inspiring excellence, transforming lives through quality, impact, and care.



Shields of Honour, Council and Chancellor’s Medals

UFS Honorary Awards  |  UFS Honorary Doctorates

1994 Prof FO Müller (Shield of Honour)
 RE Schoombie (Shield of Honour)
1995 Prof FO Müller (Chancellor’s Medal)
 RE Schoombie (Chancellor’s Medal)
1996 Prof S Mittman (Shield of Honour)
1997 Prof M Jansens (Shield of Honour)
1998 Prof CJC Nel (Chancellor’s Medal)
 Prof C Swanepoel (Chancellor’s Medal)
1999 WJ (Hansie) Cronje (Shield of Honour)
 Prof David Justice (Shield of Honour)
2000 Prof P Rosseel (Shield of Honour)
 Prof MJ Viljoen (Chancellor’s Medal)
2001 Prof PC Potgieter (Chancellor’s Medal)
2002 T Moss (Shield of Honour)
 Prof CD Roode (Chancellor’s Medal)
2003 Prof HC Janse van Rensburg (Council Medal)

 Prof SA Petersen (Shield of Honour)
2008 Ludo Helsen (Shield of Honour)
2009 Prof JU Grobbelaar (Council Medal)
2010 Mrs AM Dippenaar (Chancellor’s Medal)
2014 Dr H Verster (Chancellor’s Medal)
2014  Mr JL Pretorius (Chancellor’s Medal)
2016  Mr AD Osler (Chancellor’s Medal)
            Ms M van der Merwe (Chancellor’s Medal)
2017  Ms JS Isaacs (Chancellor’s Medal)
2019 Mr JF de Villiers (Chancellor’s Medal)
 Ms EM Oosthuizen (Council Medal)
2022 Dr N Pearce (Chancellor’s Medal)
 Mr N Janse van Rensburg (Council Medal)
2023 Prof MG Lötter (Chancellor’s Medal)
  Prof SC Brown (Council Medal)
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1950 GLP Moerdyk – DLitt (h.c.)
1951 NC Havenga – LLD (h.c.)
1952 Thos Blok – DEd (h.c.)
  SHS Rubidge – DSc (h.c.)
1955 CR Swart – LLD (h.c.)
  CA v Niekerk – LLD (h.c.)
1958 CPB Brink – LLD (h.c.)
  CF Visser – DEd (h.c.)
1959 DB Bosman – DLitt (h.c.)
  SP le Roux – DScAgric (h.c.)
 DF Malherbe – DLitt (h.c.)
 GH v Rooyen – MA (h.c.)
1960 SPE Boshoff – DLitt (h.c.)
1961 T Boydell – DPhil (h.c.)
1962 ES Botes – DEd (h.c.)
  PE Rousseau – DSc (h.c.)
1963 EH Louw – LLD (h.c.)
 EN Roberts – DSc (h.c.)
 JGF (Kaalkop) vd Merwe – DCom (h.c.)
 HF Verwoerd – DLitt et Phil (h.c.)
1966 PSZ Coetzee – DPhilTh (h.c.)
 PJ du Toit – DSc (h.c.)
 MS Louw – DCom (h.c.)
1967 SM Naudé – DSc (h.c.)
 LC Steyn – LLD (h.c.)
 BJ Vorster – LLD (h.c.)
1968 SJ Naudé – DCom (h.c.)
1969 CW (Nellie) Swart – DPhil (h.c.)
 AJJ Wessels – DCom (h.c.)
1970 GS Nienaber – DLitt (h.c.)
 HO Mönnig – DSc (h.c.)
1971 N Diederichs – DCom (h.c.)
 RS Verster – DPhil (h.c.)
1972 LW Hiemstra – DPhil (h.c.)
  PJ Meyer – DPhil (h.c.)
1975 PJ Nienaber – DLitt (h.c.)
 De la H de Villiers – DScAgric (h.c.)
 GJ Stander – DSc (h.c.)
1976 AJA Roux – DSc (h.c.)
1978 SP Botha – DSc (h.c.)
 EM van Zinderen Bakker – DSc (h.c.)
 HB Thom – DEd (h.c.)
1979 FCL Bosman – DPhil (h.c.)
 G Cronjé – DSocSc (h.c.)
 CJF Human – DCom (h.c.)
1980 G Boonzaier – DPhil (h.c.)
1981 PW Botha – DPhil (h.c.)
 B Human – DCom (h.c.)
 SG Shuttleworth – DSc (h.c.)
1982 BLS Franklin – DPhil (h.c.)
  GvN Viljoen – DEd (h.c.)
1983 L Luyt – DCom (h.c.)
  SF Zaaiman – DPhil (h.c.)
1984 HS Steyn – DSc (h.c.)
 FR Tomlinson – DScAgric (h.c.)
 JH vd Berg – DMed (h.c.)
1985 L Alberts – DSc (h.c.)
 GG Cillié – DPhil (h.c.)
 SPD le Roux – DLitt (h.c.)
 A Polson – DPhilMed (h.c.)
 J du P Scholtz – DPhil (h.c.)
1986 S Grové – DMus (h.c.)
 FP Retief – DMed (h.c.)
 JA Stegmann – DCom (h.c.)
1987 WA Joubert – LLD (h.c.)

 B Kok – DPhil (h.c.)
 WP Venter – DCom (h.c.)
1988 JJN Cloete – DAdmin (h.c.)
 FC Fensham – DLitt (h.c.)
 JW vd Riet – DPhil (h.c.)
1989 BJ Meyer – DSc (h.c.)
  N van Uden – PhD (h.c.)
1990 MG Corbett – LLD (h.c.)
  JS Rabie – DLitt (h.c.)
1991 SS Brand – DCom (h.c.)
 JWL de Villiers – DSc (h.c.)
 GT Fagan – DArch (h.c.)
 JH Hofmeyer – PhD (h.c.)
 E v Heerden – DLitt (h.c.)
1992 JP Louw – DLitt (h.c.)
 H Olivier – DSc (h.c.)
1993 JD Anderson – DMed (h.c.)
 RR Arndt – DSc (h.c.)
 SJ Naudé – LLD (h.c.)
1994 JJ Human – DPhil (h.c.)
 JA Myburgh – DMed (h.c.)
 JP vd Walt – DSc (h.c.)
1995 WA Landman – DEd (h.c.)
 WL Mouton – DPhil (h.c.)
1996 WDO Marasas – DSc (h.c.)
 NE Wiehahn – LLD (h.c.)
1997 AP Brink – DLitt (h.c.)
 B Hurwitz – DPhil (h.c.)
1998 FC Müller – DMed (h.c.)
1999 FM Claerhout – DPhil (h.c.)
 JJF Hefer – LLD (h.c.)
 S Nigam – DSc (h.c.)
 WL Nkuhlu – DCom (h.c.)
 MA Ramphele – DPhil (h.c.)
 HJO van Heerden – LLD (h.c.)
 FJ van der Merwe – PhD  (h.c.)
2000 MH Daling – DCom (h.c.)
 TN Liversedge – PhD (h.c.)
  I Mahomed – LLD (h.c.)
2001 BP Gilbertson – DCom (h.c.)
 NR Mandela – LLD (h.c.)
 EC Taglauer – DSc (h.c.)
2002 BH Meyer – PhD (h.c.)
 BAK Rider – LLD (h.c.)
 CF Slabber – PhD (h.c.)
 JM Stetar – DEd (h.c.)
2003 EWA de Corte – DEd (h.c.)
 HA Serebro – DPhil (h.c.)
 AG Sykes – DSc (h.c.)
2004 S Badat – DPhil (h.c.)
 R Bringle – DPhil (h.c.)
 J de Wet – DMus (h.c.)
 CF Fauconnier – DSc (h.c.)
 GJ Gerwel – DPhil (h.c.)
 WD Jonker – DTh (h.c.)
 A Krog – DLitt (h.c.)
 K Mokhele – DPhil (h.c.)
 CJC Nel (Posthumous) – PhD (h.c.)
 L Quayle – DMus  (h.c.)
 T (Karel) Schoeman – DLitt (h.c.)
 YK Seedat – DMed (h.c.)
 MK Seely – DSc (h.c.)
 C Seerveld – DPhil (h.c.)
 F van Z Slabbert – DPhil (h.c.)
 JC Steyn – DLitt (h.c.)

 PA Verhoef – DTh (h.c.)
 L van den Heever – LLD (h.c.)
 HA Wessels – LLD (h.c.)
2005 A du P Heyns – DMed (h.c.)
 JJF Durand – DPhil (h.c.)
 JA Groenewald – DSc (h.c.)
 WH Neuser – DTh (h.c.)
 M Ramos – PhD (h.c.)
 SJ Terreblanche – DCom (h.c.)
2006 T Moss – PhD (h.c.)
 PV Cox – PhD (h.c.)
2007 BJ (Bannie) Britz – DArch (h.c.)
 KPD Maphalla – PhD (h.c.)
2008 D Ferreira – DSc (h.c.)
2009 JC Loock – PhD (h.c.)
 LTC Harms – LLD (h.c.)
2010 P Gordhan – PhD (h.c.)
 BBS Ngubane – PhD (h.c.)
 AH Strydom – PhD (h.c.)
 M Jones – PhD (h.c.)
2011 D Tutu – DTh (h.c.)
 P Fourie – DLitt (h.c.)
 OG Winfrey – DEd  (h.c.)
 RWM Frater – PhD (h.c.)
 A Sawyer – DEd (h.c.)
2012 RJ Goldstone – LLD (h.c.)
 ER v Heerden – DLitt (h.c.)
 M Nussbaum – DLitt (h.c.)
 OW Prozesky – MD (h.c.)
 FDJ Brand – LLD (h.c.)
2013 ZKG Mda – DLitt (h.c.)
2014  ML Blum – PhD (h.c.)
  L Mulvey – DLitt (h.c.)
2015  L Brahimi – DPhil (h.c.)
 JM Samuel – DEd (h.c.)
  MA Oduyoye – DTh (h.c.)
 JD Sacks – DEcon (h.c.)
2016  RJ Khoza – DEcon (h.c.)
         TA Manuel – DEcon (h.c.)
          M du Preez – PhD (h.c.)
          J Samoff  – DPhil (h.c.)
 F Haffajee – PhD (h.c.)
2017 PH Holloway – DSc (h.c.)
 M Botha – LLD (h.c.)
2019 BL Fanaroff – DSc (h.c.)
 J Mofokeng wa Makhetha – DLitt (h.c.)
 MB Molemela – LLD (h.c.)
2021   ZM Yacoob – LLD (h.c.)
           SM Pityana – DPhil (h.c.)
           RJ van Niekerk – DLitt (h.c.)
2022 WK Byanyima – PhD (h.c.)
 DM Davis – LLD (h.c.)
 DE Moseneke – LLD (h.c.)
 AL Sachs – LLD (h.c.)
	 MJ	Wingfield	–	DSc	(h.c.)
2023 M Musk – DDiet (h.c.)
 A Ekwamu – DSc (h.c.)
 D Pepler – DSc (h.c.)
 PCJ Vale – PhD (h.c.)
2024 Salim Abdool Karim – PhD (h.c.)
 Thabo Cecil Makgoba – PhD (h.c.)
 Murray Leibbrandt – PhD (h.c.)
 Bineta Diop – PhD (h.c.)



Welcome to the graduation ceremony of the 
University of the Free State (UFS). 

Today	 is	 indeed	 a	 special	 day.	 Few	 occasions	 hold	 as	 much	 significance	 as	
your graduation, both for you and for those who have supported you along the 
way. Many of you have had to overcome a lot during your journey to get here 
today.	Many	of	you	are	the	first	in	your	families	to	reach	this	significant	milestone.	
You have earned this moment, and you should be extremely proud of your 
achievement. 

Graduands, you have had the honour of studying at a 120-year-old institution. 
Always	 acknowledge	 and	 recognise	 the	 significance	 of	 your	 achievements	 as	
you transition from being a University of the Free State (UFS) student to a UFS 
graduate.

As you step into the world beyond the University of the Free State, remember that 
your education is a powerful tool. I urge you to use it to create positive change, 
to question the status quo, and to pursue your passions with determination. The 
future	may	seem	uncertain,	but	it	is	filled	with	possibilities	waiting	for	your	unique	
talents and contributions. 

Although the mission of our university has always been to equip you with the 
knowledge	and	skills	needed	to	make	a	difference	in	your	field	of	study,	we	are	
also mindful that values are just as important for you to make a difference in your 
community. The UFS places great emphasis on ensuring that students and staff 
have an outstanding university experience. In our pursuit of excellence, we are 
proud that our environment is conducive to intellectual and personal growth. As 
such, our values of excellence, innovation and impact, accountability, care, social 
justice, and sustainability are embedded in all activities across the institution. 

As you embark on your next adventure, carry with you the lessons learned and 
the courage to forge your own path. The world is full of challenges, but it is also 
full of opportunities.  

Celebrate your success, cherish the memories, and embrace the opportunities 
that lie ahead. The world is yours to explore, and we cannot wait to see all the 
amazing things you will do and accomplish. 

Congratulations to all our Kovsie graduands. May you have continued success in 
all your endeavours!

Best wishes

PROF A RHODA 
ACTING VICE-CHANCELLOR AND PRINCIPAL | UNIVERSITY OF THE FREE STATE

Welkom by die Universiteit van die Vrystaat (UV) 
se gradeplegtigheid. 

Vandag is voorwaar ’n spesiale dag. Min geleenthede hou soveel betekenis in as 
’n mens se gradeplegtigheid, sowel vir julle as vir diegene wat julle langs die pad 
ondersteun het. Baie van julle moes baie te bowe kom tydens julle reis om vandag 
hier te wees. Baie van julle is die eerste in julle gesinne wat hierdie belangrike 
mylpaal bereik. Julle het hierdie oomblik verdien en julle kan baie trots wees op 
jul prestasies. 

Graduandi, julle het die eer gehad om aan ’n 120-jaar-oue instelling te studeer. 
Erken en herken altyd die betekenis van julle prestasies waar julle nou beweeg 
van studente van die Universiteit van die Vrystaat (UV) na UV-gegradueerdes.

Waar julle die wêreld buite die Universiteit van die Vrystaat betree, onthou dat julle 
opvoeding ’n kragtige hulpmiddel is. Ek doen ’n beroep op julle om dit te gebruik 
om positiewe verandering teweeg te bring, om die status quo te bevraagteken 
en om julle doelwitte met vasberadenheid na te streef. Die toekoms mag dalk 
onseker lyk, maar dit is gevul met moontlikhede wat wag op julle unieke talente 
en bydraes. 

Alhoewel die missie van ons universiteit nog altyd was om julle toe te rus met die 
kennis en vaardighede wat nodig is om ’n verskil in julle studievelde te maak, is 
ons ook bedag daarop dat waardes net so belangrik is vir julle om ’n verskil in 
julle gemeenskappe te maak. Die UV lê groot klem daarop om te verseker dat 
studente en personeel ’n uitnemende universiteitservaring het. In ons strewe na 
uitnemendheid is ons trots daarop dat ons omgewing bevorderlik is vir intellektuele 
en persoonlike groei. As sodanig is ons waardes van uitnemendheid, innovasie 
en impak, aanspreeklikheid, omgee, sosiale geregtigheid en volhoubaarheid 
ingebed in alle aktiwiteite oor die instelling heen. 

Waar julle nou die volgende avontuur aanpak, neem die lesse saam wat julle 
geleer het asook die moed om julle eie weg te baan. Die wêreld is vol uitdagings, 
maar dit is ook vol geleenthede.  

Vier julle sukses, koester die herinneringe en omhels die geleenthede wat voorlê. 
Die wêreld is oop vir julle om te verken, en ons kan nie wag om al die wonderlike 
dinge te sien wat julle sal doen en bereik nie. 

Baie geluk aan al ons Kovsie-graduandi. Mag julle volgehoue sukses in al julle 
ondernemings hê!

Beste wense

PROF A RHODA 
WAARNEMENDE VISEKANSELIER EN PRINSIPAAL | UNIVERSITEIT VAN DIE VRYSTAAT

Re a le amohela moketeng wa kabo ya dikgau wa 
University of the Free State (UFS).

Kajeno ke letsatsi le ikgethileng e le kannete. Di mmalwa ketsahalo tse bohlokwa 
hofeta letsatsi la dikapeso bophelong ba hao, bakeng sa hao le ba o tsheheditseng 
tsela ena kaofela. Bongata ba lona le ile la lokela ho feta maimeng leetong la 
lona	ho	fihla	mona	kajeno.	Bongata	ba	lona	le	ba	pele	malokong	a	lona	ho	fihlella	
ketsahallo ena ya bohlokwahadi. Le o sebeleditse motsotso ona. Mme le lokela ho 
ba motlotlo ka katleho ya lona.

Ho lona ba phethileng dithuto tse hodimo kajeno, le na le tlotla ya ho ithutela 
setheong se lemo di 120. Ananelang ke hona kamehla le ho amohela bohlokwa ba 
katleho tsa lona jwalokaha le fetola sebopeho ho tloha ho ba baithuti ba Yunivesithi 
ya Freistata ho beng ba phethileng dithuto tse hodimo UFS.

Ha le nka bohato ba ho fetela ka nqane ho Yunivesithi ya Freistata, hopolang hore 
thuto ya lona ke sesebediswa se matla. Ke le kgothalletsa hore le e sebedise ho 
tlisa phetoho e molemo, ho botsa boemo ba ditaba le ho tsitlallela tjantjello tsa lona 
ka boitelo. Bokamoso bo ka shebahala bo sa tsitsa, empa bo tletse kgonahalo tse 
emetseng talente tsa lona tse ikgethileng le bonkakarolo ba lona.

Le ha sepheo sa yunivesithi ya rona esale e le ho o hlahlella ka tsebo le bokgoni bo 
hlokehang ho etsa phapang lekaleng la hao, re boetse re nahanela hore metheo 
e bohlokwa ho wena ho etsa phapang setjhabeng moo o dulang teng. UFS e 
hatella bohlokwa ba ho netefatsa hore baithuti le basebetsi ba natefelwa ke boteng 
ba bona yunivesithing. Tsitlallelong ya rona ya bokgabane, re motlotlo ka ho ba 
sebaka se nwesetsang kgolo mothong le mahlaleng. Feela jwalo, metheo ya rona 
ya bokgabo, boiqapelo le tshusumetso, boikarabelo, tlhokomelo, toka ya botho 
le botsitso bo kenyelleditswe mesebetsing yohle ya rona jwalo ka setsi sa thuto. 

Jwalokaha le nka leeto bohatong ba lona bo latelang, tshwarang ho lona dithuto 
tseo le ithutileng tsona hammoho le sebete sa ho hatela pele tseleng tsa lona. 
Lefatshe le tletse diphepetso, empa hape le tletse menyetla.

Ketekang katleho ya lona, baballang mehopolo ya tse fetileng mme le akareletse 
tseo le yang le di tobile. Lefatshe ke la lona ho ka le etela, re lebeletse ho bona 
tsohle	tse	makatsang	tseo	le	ka	di	fihlellang.

Katleho le mahlohonolo ho lona kaofela ba phethileng dithuto tse phahameng 
mona Kovsies. Eseka le ka ba le katleho e tswelletseng hohle moo le yang teng.

Ditakaletso tse ntle

PROF A RHODA 
MOTLATSA MOKANSELIRI YA TSHWERENG MOKOBOBO LE HLOOHO YA YUNIVESITHI 
YA FREISTATA

MESSAGE FROM ACTING VICE-CHANCELLOR AND PRINCIPAL  
UNIVERSITY OF THE FREE STATE | PROF A RHODA 
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Prof V Reddy
PhD (UKZN)

DEPUTY VICE-
CHANCELLOR:

RESEARCH AND 
INTERNATIONALISATION

Mr D Noko
HND Mechanical 
Engineering (UJ)

CHAIR OF COUNCIL

Mr NN Ntsababa
MPA (NMU)
REGISTRAR

Prof BF Mohale
Professor of Practice (JBS)

CHANCELLOR

Prof A Rhoda 
PhD (UWC) 

ACTING VICE-
CHANCELLOR AND 

PRINCIPAL

O F F I C E - B E A R E R S

Prof P Ngobeni
DTech (TUT)

CAMPUS PRINCIPAL: 
QWAQWA CAMPUS

Dr PD du Toit
PhD (UFS)

PRESIDENT OF 
CONVOCATION

Pfarelo Maphangula
PRESIDENT GENERAL: 

INSTITUTIONAL STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL

Prof P Burger
PhD in Economics (UFS)

ACTING DEPUTY
VICE-CHANCELLOR:

 ACADEMIC

Mr T Hlasho
MPhil (NMU)

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
STUDENT AFFAIRS

Dr M Qhobela
PhD (KSU)
DEPUTY

VICE-CHANCELLOR: 
INSTITUTIONAL CHANGE, 

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS 
AND SOCIETAL IMPACT

Prof P Naidoo
PhD (VISTA)

DEPUTY
VICE-CHANCELLOR:

OPERATIONS
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 Prof FE Prinsloo 
MCom(Acc) (UPE) CA(SA)

ACTING DEAN:
ECONOMIC AND

MANAGEMENT SCIENCES

Prof LC Jita
PhD (MSU)

DEAN:
EDUCATION

Prof GJ van Zyl
PhD (UFS)

DEAN:
HEALTH SCIENCES

Prof MA Masoga
PhD in Philosophy (UFS)

DEAN:
THE HUMANITIES

Prof SD Kamga
LLD (UP)

DEAN:
LAW

Prof P Oberholster
PhD (UP)

DEAN:
NATURAL AND 

AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES

Prof JS Klaasen
DTH (US)

DEAN:
THEOLOGY AND RELIGION

D E A N S
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GUEST SPEAKER

Lieutenant Colonel Rifa Tshivhase is currently serving as the Head 
of the Department of Surgery at 3 Military Hospital in Bloemfontein 
and plays a pivotal role in ensuring the delivery of top-quality 
medical services to soldiers, veterans, and their dependents. Born 

the middle child to the Royal Tshivhase family in Limpopo, she completed 
her primary education at Phiphidi Primary School in northern Limpopo 
until Grade 4, before enrolling as a boarder at St Mary’s Diocesan School 
for Girls (Pretoria) where she matriculated in 1990. She obtained her 
undergraduate medical degree from MEDUNSA in 1997, followed by her 
specialisation in general surgery at the UFS in 2015. 

Dr Tshivhase began her military career in 2000, serving as a medical 
officer (Captain) at 7 Medical Battalion Group in Pretoria. She obtained 
qualifications in Aviation and Diving Medicine, including training as a 

military pilot, parachuting, and sea rescue to provide medical support to special forces regiments, parachute 
regiments, and the presidency. 

In addition to the clinical and administrative responsibilities of her current position, Dr Tshivhase is deeply 
committed to the education and training of future medical professionals. She serves as an Advanced Trauma 
Life Support (ATLS) course director and instructor, sharing her knowledge and expertise with interns and 
surgical registrars for more than a decade. Her dedication to education ensures that the next generation 
of health-care providers is well equipped to handle complex medical emergencies and provide exceptional 
patient care.

In her capacity as part of the Presidential support team, Dr Tshivhase assumed the responsibility of providing 
routine medical attention and accompanying the President during international engagements. This role 
afforded her the opportunity to travel extensively, having circumnavigated the globe on multiple occasions.

Beyond her professional obligations, Dr Tshivhase engages in various leisure activities such as reading, 
painting, and travelling. She also fulfils her familial responsibilities as a dedicated mother to three children 
and three canine companions.

U F S  G R A D U A T I O N  P R O G R A M M E8 Renew and Reimagine
towards 2034

LIEUTENANT COLONEL DR RIFA TSHIVHASE
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DEAN |

PROF GJ VAN ZYL 
  

SCHOOL OF CLINICAL 
MEDICINE

BACHELOR'S DEGREES

BACHELOR OF MEDICINE AND 
BACHELOR OF SURGERY

ANDERSON, Kristen

ARENDSE, Kady

BADENHORST, Carisna

BEUKES, Sonél

BOTES, Louise-Mare

CEBA, Qhamisa

CHIKOBVU, Emily Zvirurami

CIRELLI, Giuseppina Carmela*

DAVIDSON, Monique Cicilia*

DE WET, Amanda

DHLAMINI, Sabelo Phumlani

DIUTLWILENG, Tshegofatso

DU TOIT, Morgan Daniel*

ESSA, Uwais Moosa

FARBER, Simone*

FICHARDT, Carmen*

FINNIS, Deverdene Melandré

GAMA, Xoliswa Happy

GELDENHUYS, Johannes 
Gerhardus*

GERBER, Diederick Beneke*

GILBERT, Kristy-Marc
GWAMA, Masithembe
HECKROODT, James Kyle
HENRY, Clinton Mark
HONIBALL, Dian William*
HSU, Chloé Arin
HUMAN, Renémari
IROKA, Ijeoma Sharon
JABARI, Tlholohelo
JACK, Mohapi John
JAGANATH, Vidarshana
JANG, Hasun
JANSE VAN RENSBURG, Justin
JOHNSTONE, Jemma Lizanne
JOHNSTONE, Luc Bryan*
JONES, Courtney
KARANI, Khalid
KHAN, Ridwaan
KRÖHN, Bianca
KRUGER, Chrisne*
KUTU, Zizipho Yolanda
LALLA, Moegamat Fardeen
LORAPO, Didintle Resego
MABASO, Amukelani Charity
MAEKA, Lasea Sepadi
MAGUNGXU, Athi
MAJOE, Thato Kelebogile
MALEKA, Reabetswe*
MALOBA, Mahlogonolo
MANGANYE, Ikanyeng Zenathi

MARRIAN, Kaelah Ishana

MARULE, Nkabaneng 
Nonkululeko

MASEMOLA, Kgaogelo Micah
MASHEGO, Kabelo Clive
MASHIYI, Khanya Seithati
MASINDE, Sharon Imani
MATLALA, Tshimologo
MATTHEWS, Lorenzo George
MEYER, Megan
MGIDLANA, Luyolo
MIDDLETON, Kayleigh Anne
MKABELA, Bridgette Nophasika
MOICHWANETSI, Botshelo
MOLEPO, Rethabile
MOOLLA, Luqmaan
MOOLMAN, Mia
MOOSA, Muhummed Yaaseen
MOROJELE, Katleho Irene

MOSELELANE, Lebogang 
Princess

MOTAUNG, Karabelo

MOTHOALO, Relebohile Lebo

MOUTON, Diana*

MPHELA, Thaloki Mitchell

MXHONYWA, Sakhe

NDLELA, Nokukhanya

NGUBO, Sbongakonke Kuhle

NHLEKO, Nonkululeko Angel

NKO, Tshwanelo

NXUMALO, Phumelele Zanele

NYEMBE, Gugu

PAUW, Sebastiaan*

RAUBENHEIMER, Lize
SADIE, David Nicholaas*

FACULTY OF 
HEALTH SC IENCES
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FACULTY OF 
HEALTH SC IENCES

SCHILLING, Heinrich Ludwich
SCHOEMAN, Stian
SELOWA, Shibishi
SEWPERSAD, Avisha
SHAWE, Thandokuhle Nasnes
SIBAYA, Nosipho
SIBIYA, Bongumenzi Wiseman
SMIT, Alexandra Charmian*
SMITH, Nilé
SMOOK, Christel*
SNYMAN, Christi
SNYMAN, Deanri
SOSIBO, Sakhumzi
SPRINGBOK, Miché Christian*
SWART, Gustav
TANTISO, Victor Bafana Thuso
TEIS, Nicole
THEUNISSEN, Tiané
TJOLOBA, Khaka John
TSOTETSI,	Refilwe	Dineo
TUTUWAA, Janet Adwoa
UYS, Johannes Jacobus
VAN DER MERWE, Carolyn*
VAN DER VYVER, Bianca
VAN DER WESTHUIZEN, Helen 
Cloe

VAN HEERDEN, Reinhard*

VAN JAARSVELD, Charlotte 
Enastacia
VAN NEEL, Abigail
VAN ONSELEN, Carli Gabrielle
VAN WYK, Erik
VAN ZYL, Lara-Mari James

VON ESCHWEGE, Gabriela*
WAGENAAR, Tanwyn Ashwill
WESSO, Dahné Sue-Lynne
WEYERS, Charne
WILLOUGHBY, Jardin Rynique
XAKWE, Khwezi
ZWANE, Nonkanyezi Sinenhlanhla

BACHELOR OF 
MEDICAL SCIENCE WITH 
SPECIALISATION IN RADIATION 
SCIENCES

LOMBARD, Hannah
LUES, Anika
MAVANA, Zine Mercy
PRETORIUS, Zandri

SWANEPOEL, Gerhardus 
Jacobus

TAUTE, Celine*

VAN DER MERWE, Jac

VAN DER MERWE, Tazneen

SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND 
REHABILITATION SCIENCES

BACHELOR'S DEGREES

BACHELOR OF BIOKINETICS 

BOSMAN, Casey Faith
CARY-SMITH, Mari-Zell
GOGELA, Asekhona

HENDRICKS, Justin Luke
HOMSEK, Rozelle
HOUGH, Nadine
KEYSER, Christian Louis
KRUGER, Janine Braunae*
MCNAMARA, Conor Lisle
SMIT, Leonè
VAN JAARSVELD, Coreen

VAN SCHALKWYK, Malie 
Lodewika

VAN WYK, Alexander Jacobus*

VICTOR, Riane

BACHELOR OF OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY

BATISTA, Jucinta Nakita
CAMPBELL, Courtney Amore
CLUR, Caitlin Rachelle

DU PLESSIS, Carolina 
Margaretha
HOFFMAN, Huibrecht Elizabeth
JANSE VAN RENSBURG, Kayla
JANSE VAN RENSBURG, Nika-
Vonné
JONES, Caitlyn Yvonne
KNOETZE, Nina-Marié
MBOTHO, Botle Patience
MNGUNI, Sinokuhle 
Sibongakonke
MULLER, Megan
MURRAY, Emily Jeane*
NEL, Dalèèn
NEL, René
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FACULTY OF 
HEALTH SC IENCES

PIENAAR, Zanne
PRETORIUS, Luné*
PRINSLOO, Lumé
RHEEDER, Anke
STOLTZ, Geraldine
VAN ASWEGEN, Anneke
VAN DER MERWE, Chanté
VAN DER SANDT, Lindsay
VAN ZYL, Martelie
VENTER, Ilse
VERHOEF, Chrisli
VILJOEN, Cara

WESSELS, Mia

BACHERLOR OF OPTOMETRY 

BREDENKAMP, Hanli

DE WET, Edmund Friederich 
Krantz
DU PLESSIS, Zendré
FOURIE, Jené
KRIEL, Jared Stephen
MABOGWANE, Mahlogonolo
MAHARAJ, Tamika
MASIBA, Thandokazi
MEINTJES, Chanelle*
MENTZ, Liezel
MOFOLO, Moeketsi Theo
PIETERSE, Anel
PRETORIUS, Jan Frederick
SENEKAL, Jani Ané
SWART, Michelle

THERON, Nedine
VAN BURICK, Chené
VAN COPPENHAGEN, Hester 
Johanna
VAN DER MERWE, Danexé
VAN ROOYEN, Inneke
VORSTER, Glendi

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
DIETETICS

CHAMPION, Tasneen Mary-Anne
ISAACS, Jerusha Milaan
MATENCHE, Tefo Ngwanakgare
NEL, Anri
PRINS, Ina*
SOBWE, Cleopatra Kudzai
STEMMER, Katleho Regina
WALKER, Ghetané

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
PHYSIOTHERAPY

BADENHORST, Cornelius 
Jacobus Stephanus
BARNARD, Sonique
BEER, Hanno
CLOETE, Tammy
FLEMING, James Michael
FOUCHE, Lieze
GELDENHUYS, Gideon 
Theodorus

HOVE, Anesuishe Maibongwe
HUGO, Christiaan Albert

KHAKE, Tshepo
MAHLANGU, Thembeka Bridged
MOKOENA, Kopano
MONAMA, Tsholofelo
RINGANI, Hlavutelo Lloyd
ROBERTSON, Jame
ROUX, Madelie Margret
SMIT, Alicia
STEYNBERG, Nadia
VAN ZYL, Leonè
VAN ZYL, Liza-Mari
VENTER, Suné
VISSER, Ané

ZWANE, Mbali

BACHELOR OF SPORT 
COACHING

DLADLA, Lihlithemba Zanini
KRUGER, Eagen
MC MAHON, Anjonette
NICOLAISEN, Arina
STEENKAMP, Michela

SCHOOL OF NURSING

BACHELOR'S DEGREES

BACHELOR OF NURSING 

CHAUKE, Ladygraca

CHAUKE, Xikongomelo Shantelle
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FACULTY OF 
HEALTH SC IENCES

DE BEER, Elcke Bettine
DIPHOLO, Yonela
ERASMUS, Ané
FABER, Kyla
GLASSPOOL, Skye*
GXOTHO, Lusapho
KGOSIMERE, Oregolele
KHOZA, Nthabela Oracle
KOTA, Zanele
KRÜGER, Liané
KUNENE, Nandipha Sandisiwe
LARAWU,	Afikile
LE ROUX, Iza
LEROALA, Kamogelo
LITTLEWOOD, Ciara
LO, Mirriam Inday
LUBENI, Gqibela
MAHLOBO, Ntjanyana Benedict
MAHLOBO,	Refiloe	Portia
MAJORO, Mmakgotso Rebecca
MAKATE, Leretletse Morokolo
MALONGWENI, Inga
MANGALISO, Peggy
MANGANYI, Masego Phoebe
MASELO, Gaongalelwe Patricia
MATHE, Fisokuhle Nothando
MATHEBULA, Phumzile Nancy
MAZIBUKO, Promise Sakhephi
MBOMBO, Anelisa
MENYATSO, Nkamogelang
MOKGESI, Kgaugelo Marvin
MONGAU, Mokoele Lerato*
MONTSOSI, Tshepang Hope

MOREMONG, Mamasole
MOSIA, Rearabetsoe Nduna
MSITSHANA, Sisanda
MTHOMBENI, Busisiwe Loveness
NAKALEBE, Nthati
NKANYANI, Vonani Wendy*
NKOSI, Mandisa Noxolo
NKOSI, Sinethemba
NTANZI, Luyanda
PIYOSE, Candice Vuyelwa
QANTHANA,	Refilwe	Patricia
RAMAISA, Mampabatsane 
Perceverance
RATSHIBAYA, Livhuwani
SEBELEBELE, Abram Kamogelo
SEOBI, Mc Chaughney
SIBUYI, Sqelo Thanks
SIKHOSANA, Esethu
STUMPFE, Lienke
TSOTETSI, Lebohang Asanda
TUNCE, Bongi
VAN DER MERWE, Anieka*
VAN WYK, Wiljomien*
VAN ZYL, Lauryn Anne*

YOUNG, Megan*

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMAS

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN 
NURSING EDUCATION

HLAKOTSA, Seipati Francina

LUSHABA, Phakama

MOHLAPO, Lerato Belinah
NTLEKO, Sbongile Alicia Elizabeth
RACOCO, Tshidiso Faith
SHABALALA, Dumisani
SIKUNYANA, Babalwa Faith
TLHAKO, Naledi Keamogetse
TSAOANE, Sebabatso Constance
XABANISA, Luzuko

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA 
IN OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH 
NURSING
BOSCH, Cherisé Hester
BOWERS, Edvina Melony*
DIMANE, Sihle
DU PLESSIS, Lorretta Charmain
GROBLER, Michelle
KEHOLOGILE, Kedibone Luceth
KOMAPE, Cunait
LITSOANE, Roselyn
MACAM, Lindisipho
MAKABA, Zikona Sisispo
MANGALISO, Zukiswa*
MASAKONA, Rinae Arnold
MASIGA, Odirile
MELANI, Thandiwe
MKOSANA, Nomkita
MOKOENA, Mamokete
MOKOENA, Motjhaune Petrus
MOLEELE, Keorapetse Kgalalelo

MONDLIWA, Andisiwe

MONGWAKETSI, Kelemogile 
Philadelfia
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FACULTY OF 
HEALTH SC IENCES

MULIBANA, Michael*
MUSHATHAMA, Hulisani Arthur
NDUNA, Magaret Mpho
NGCAYI, Nkosodumo
NGOMANA, Sive
NGOZI, Siwaphiwe
OLEPENG, Motshidisi Prudence
SEITSANG, Seipati
SEKELE, Kgaloshi Tracey
SELBERA, Natasha Marjorie
SETLHABI, Mpho Gift
SINGAMA, Abongile
SMITH, Vinolia
TSUBANE, Nthabiseng Beauty
YALEZO, Nangamso
ZIMU, Ennie Ntombenkulu

ZIYEKA, Shoeshoe Senate

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN 
PRIMARY CARE NURSING

MOTICOE, Isaiah Molehe

MASTER'S DEGREES

SCHOOL OF BIOMEDICAL 
SCIENCES

MASTER OF MEDICAL SCIENCE 
WITH SPECIALISATION IN 
BIOSTATISTICS

NKUEBE, Mankuebe Junicia

Dissertation Title:  A 
GEOSPATIAL ANALYSIS OF 
FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH 
HIV/AIDS AMONG YOUNG 
PEOPLE IN LESOTHO

Supervisor:  Dr JB Sempa

Co-Supervisor:  Dr OS Aluko

SCHOOL OF CLINICAL 
MEDICINE

MASTER OF MEDICAL SCIENCE 
WITH SPECIALISATION IN 
PHARMACOLOGY

NGALONKULU, Ongeziwe*

Dissertation Title:  
ESTABLISHING A CISPLATIN-
RESISTANT TRIPLE NEGATIVE 
BREAST CANCER SPHEROID 
MODEL

Supervisor:  Prof MP Sekhoacha

Co-Supervisors:  Dr BR 
Abrahams and Prof C Gouws

MASTER OF MEDICINE IN 
ANAESTHESIOLOGY

EARLE, Etienne
MABAPA, Mahlatse Solomon
THEKO, Dineo Silvia
VAN DER LINDE, Pieter Marthinus

MASTER OF MEDICINE IN 
CARDIOTHORACIC SURGERY

NKUNA, Vongani

MASTER OF MEDICINE IN 
DIAGNOSTIC RADIOLOGY

BALFOUR, Lusanda Lulama 
Daliwe

MASTER OF MEDICINE IN 
INTERNAL MEDICINE

BOTHA, Eugenie
BUANKUNA, Mushiya Mbaya
KANDE, Patrick Lufuta
NTANTISO, Bathandwa
SALEMANE, Ntsepe Nicholas
SHAMHUYASHE, Godknows

MASTER OF MEDICINE IN 
NEUROSURGERY

MOODLEY, Preston Aldrin

MASTER OF MEDICINE 
IN OBSTETRICS AND 
GYNAECOLOGY

MULONDO, Takalani

MASTER OF MEDICINE IN 
OPHTHALMOLOGY

CALLAWAY, Shannon Dee*

DANNHEIMER, Wilhelm Wolfgang

JANSEN VAN RENSBURG, Arno

KAMFFER, Gerhard

POTGIETER, Madri Louise
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FACULTY OF 
HEALTH SC IENCES

MASTER OF MEDICINE IN 
ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY

BLAIR, Neill Robert

LE ROUX, Stephan

MYBURGH, John

RABODIETSO, Keagakgotla 
Mathiba

SHOGE, Melkamu Mathewos

MASTER OF MEDICINE IN 
PAEDIATRICS

MABE, Reatile Carvin

MAPHUMULO, Silindokuhle 
Qinisile

MOKOROANE, Keamogetswe

PILLAY, Chantal Ruth

VAN DER MERWE, Martiné

MASTER OF MEDICINE IN 
PLASTIC SURGERY

STEYN, Gert

MASTER OF MEDICINE IN 
PSYCHIATRY

MACHAI, Emily Mosongoa

MAKATSA, Nyakallo Patience

MOLISE, Florence Dimpho

NONDABULA, Palesa Rosemary

RAJU, Anne Sheena

MASTER OF MEDICINE IN 
RADIATION ONCOLOGY

PRETORIUS, Maria Magaretha

MASTER OF MEDICINE IN 
SURGERY

KHAEANE, Clinton Paballo

MASTER OF MEDICINE IN 
UROLOGY

MARAIS, Heath

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
NEONATOLOGY

MOODLEY, Parusha

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
NEPHROLOGY

SIKHIPHA, Tshifhiwa Beatrice

SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND 
REHABILITATION SCIENCES

MASTER OF OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY

BORNMAN, Chanelle*

Dissertation Title:  VALIDITY 
AND RELIABILITY TESTING 

OF THE UFS IN-HAND 
MANIPULATION ASSESSMENT 
INSTRUMENT FOR THREE- AND 
FOUR-YEAR-OLD CHILDREN IN 
BLOEMFONTEIN

Supervisor:  Mrs M Visser

Co-Supervisor:  Mrs A Kruger

LE RICHE, Dominique Irene

Dissertation Title:  THE STROKE 
SURVIVORS' COMMUNITY 
INTEGRATION EXPERIENCE IN

MANGAUNG, FREE STATE

Supervisor:  Ms M Strauss

Co-Supervisor:  Dr A Swanepoel

MASTER OF OPTOMETRY

OKYERE, Bright Vandyke

Dissertation Title: ASSESSING 
THE PREVALENCE AND 
ASSOCIATED FACTORS 
OF VISUAL IMPAIRMENT IN 
RURAL COMMUNITIES IN THE 
EASTERN REGION OF GHANA

Supervisor:  Mrs M Devenier

Co-Supervisors: Prof S Kyei and 
Prof TA Rasengane

TSHIDINO, Woanda

Dissertation Title:  SOUTH 
AFRICAN OPTOMETRISTS' 
CONTACT LENSES 
PRESCRIBING PRACTICES

Supervisor:  Mrs MB Mokhua

Co-Supervisor:  Prof TA 
Rasengane
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FACULTY OF 
HEALTH SC IENCES

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
DIETETICS

JEFFERY, Mari-Louise

Dissertation Title:  
NUTRITIONAL STATUS OF 
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 
IN THE KHOMAS REGION, 
NAMIBIA

Supervisor:  Prof VL Van Den 
Berg

MARAIS, Claudia

Dissertation Title:  
GASTROINTESTINAL 
SYMPTOMS AND DIETARY 
MODIFICATIONS IN 
BLOEMFONTEIN'S ULTRA-
MARATHON RUNNERS

Supervisor:  Dr WC Du Toit

Co-Supervisor:  Prof FF Coetzee

MOPELI, Dineo Alina Florence

Dissertation Title:  KNOWLEDGE 
AND PRACTICES OF 
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS 
RELATED TO IN-HOSPITAL 
MANAGEMENT OF SEVERE 
ACUTE MALNUTRITION IN 
MALUTI-A-PHOFUNG

Supervisor:  Dr NML Meko

Co-Supervisor:  Prof CM Walsh

SCHOOL OF NURSING

MASTER OF NURSING

MALEFANE, Augustina 
Maleshwane

Dissertation Title:  BEING 
MULTIPAROUS: NARRATIVES 
OF YOUNG MOTHERS FROM 
LEJWELEPUTSWA DISTRICT IN 
THE FREE STATE

Supervisor:  Dr S Phakisi

Co-Supervisor:  Mrs MR Mpeli

SCHOOL OF PATHOLOGY

MASTER OF MEDICINE IN 
ANATOMICAL PATHOLOGY

BUDDING, Liska*
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FACULTY OF 
HEALTH SC IENCES

DOCTORAL DEGREES

DIVISION HEALTH SCIENCES EDUCATION

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN HEALTH PROFESSIONS EDUCATION

HOBENU, Kafui Abra

Kafui Abra Hobenu was born on 6 May 1980 in Hohoe, Volta Region, Ghana. She matriculated at Mawuli Senior 
High in 1996 and later attained a Diploma in General Nursing at the Ho Nurses Training College in 2002. She 
graduated with a BEd degree in Health Sciences from the University of Cape Coast, Ghana, in 2009 and a Master 
of Philosophy in Nursing at the University of Ghana in 2015. Her career as a nurse began in 2003, and she rose 
through the ranks to become an assistant lecturer at the University of Ghana School of Nursing and Midwifery. 

With her thesis titled: A FRAMEWORK TO ENHANCE CLINICAL LEARNING AND TEACHING IN 
UNDERGRADUATE NURSING EDUCATION FOR GHANA, the candidate contributes to the scholarship on clinical 
education through the development of a contextually informed education framework. Underpinned by the theory of 
change logic model, the candidate employed a pragmatic multiple methods three-phased approach in developing 
this framework. In the initial phase, she described strategies used to enhance clinical learning and teaching in 
undergraduate health sciences through a scoping review. Subsequently, she examined the prevailing clinical 
education practices in nursing education institutions located in the four regions in Ghana, where she unearthed the 
intricate	influence	of	the	nursing	programmes,	educators,	clinical	practice,	administration,	national	policies,	politics,	
and	culture	in	the	quality	of	nursing	education	in	Ghana.	The	findings	of	the	preceding	phases	were	distilled	into	a	
framework, which was validated by a high-level stakeholder panel in Ghana. Three articles have been published in 
prestigious nursing and health professions education journals. 

Supervisor:  Prof CN Nyoni 

Co-Supervisors:  Prof AO Adefuye and Prof F Naab 

  

SCHOOL OF CLINICAL MEDICINE

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY WITH SPECIALISATION IN PHARMACOLOGY 

MANGOATO, Innocensia Mokgohlwe

Innocensia Mangoato was born in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania on 30 June 1992. She matriculated at Northern Academy 
School in Polokwane in 2009. She obtained her BSc Genetics degree in 2014, BMedSc Hons (Pharmacology) 
degree in 2015, MMedSc (Pharmacology) degree in 2018 and  PhD in Pharmacology in 2024 at the University 
of the Free State. She started her career as a Research Scientist in the area of African Traditional Medicines in 
2018.	Her	research	received	both	national	and	international	recognition	within	the	field.	She	was	the	recipient	of	
the Women in Science Master’s Student in 2018.  At present she is a Lecturer/Researcher in the Department of 
Pharmacology at the University of the Free State.
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FACULTY OF 
HEALTH SC IENCES

With her thesis titled: INVESTIGATING THE ANTICANCER AND POSSIBLE RESISTANT REVERSAL EFFECTS 
OF CANNABIS SATIVA L. EXTRACTS IN CERVICAL CANCER CELL LINES AND MODULATION OF ABC 
TRANSPORTERS, the candidate comprehensively explored the therapeutic potential of Cannabis sativa L. in 
overcoming drug resistance in cervical cancer using in vitro and network pharmacology approaches. The research 
looked	at	the	chemical	fingerprints	and	pharmacological	targets	of	C. sativa L. extracts, showcasing its antiproliferative 
properties against normal non-cancerous cells, cervical cancer cells and the cisplatin-resistant cervical cancer cells. 
Through	PCR	analysis,	distinct	gene	expression	profiles	were	identified,	revealing	the	potential	effects	of	combination	
treatments to counteract cisplatin resistance by downregulating genes associated with drug transporters and crucial 
signalling pathways. This work provides valuable insights into innovative therapeutic strategies for improving cervical 
cancer	treatment,	highlighting	new	avenues	for	overcoming	resistance	and	enhancing	treatment	efficacy	though	the	
possible use of plant extracts.

Supervisor:  Prof MG Matsabisa

Co-Supervisor:  Dr G Ulrich-Merzenich

SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND REHABILITATION SCIENCES

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN DIETETICS

APPIAH, Collins Afriyie

Collins Appiah was born in Ashanti region, Ghana, on 08 March 1985. He completed his secondary education at 
Fakunle Comprehensive High School in Nigeria. He then obtained a BSc in Biochemistry in 2007 and an MPhil in 
Dietetics in 2011 at the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (KNUST), Ghana and the University 
of Ghana, respectively. In 2012, he joined the Korle Bu Teaching Hospital, Accra, as a dietitian and was promoted to 
senior dietitian in 2015. He was appointed at the KNUST in 2015, where he is currently a full-time lecturer. Collins 
is married to Bernice, and they have a daughter, Collina, and a son, Lawrence.

With his thesis titled: THE EFFECT OF BRIDELIA TEA CONSUMPTION ON OXIDATIVE STATUS IN PEOPLE 
LIVING WITH TYPE 2 DIABETES, the candidate makes a meaningful contribution to understanding the role of 
antioxidant nutrition in mitigating oxidative stress in individuals living with type 2 diabetes (ILWT2D). Antioxidant 
properties	 (including	 total	 phenols	 and	 flavonoids	 content)	 of	Bridelia	 tea,	 produced	 from	Bridelia ferruginea, a 
commonly available shrub in Ghana, were determined. The effect of the consumption of the tea on oxidative stress 
and antioxidant status in 70 ILWT2D in Ghana who consistently drank the tea in addition to standard treatment was 
compared to a control group of 92 participants on standard treatment only. Dietary intake, anthropometry, medical 
history,	psychosocial	stress,	physical	activity,	glycaemic	status	and	lipid	profile	were	assessed.	Improvements	in	
antioxidant	and	lipid	status	were	identified,	suggesting	the	potential	of	this	indigenous	African	tea	as	a	sustainable	
antioxidant intervention against oxidative damage in ILWT2D, especially in low-resource settings like Ghana.

Supervisor:  Prof CM Walsh

Co-Supervisors:  Prof R Johnson, Dr J Ngounda and Prof FC Mills-Robertson
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FACULTY OF 
HEALTH SC IENCES

SCHOOL OF PATHOLOGY

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY WITH SPECIALISATION IN MEDICAL MICROBIOLOGY

MONCHO, Masego MaryJane

Masego Moncho was born in Taung on February 11, 1980. She matriculated at Galaletsang Science High School 
in 1997, obtained a BSc degree (Microbiology) in 2001, and an MBChB degree in 2007 from the University of the 
Free State. She attained a Diploma in Tropical Medicine and Hygiene from the University of Witwatersrand in 2013, 
an MMed in Medical Microbiology from the University of Pretoria, and an FcPath in Medical Microbiology in 2016. 
She started as a Microbiology Pathologist in 2017 and was appointed senior Pathologist in 2021. She is currently a 
senior	Pathologist	at	the	NHLS-Tshwane	Academic	Division	Microbiology	Department,	affiliated	with	the	University	
of Pretoria.

With her thesis titled: IDENTIFICATION AND DETERMINATION OF VIRULENCE FACTORS OF INVASIVE 
CANDIDA PARAPSILOSIS SENSO LATO IN PAEDIATRIC PATIENTS AT UNIVERSITAS ACADEMIC HOSPITAL, 
the candidate contributes to an in-depth knowledge regarding the virulence potential of this pathogen responsible 
for the increasing morbidity and mortality among the vulnerable paediatric population. Candida parapsilosis 
sensu stricto strains from blood cultures, submitted for routine microbiological investigations, were studied. In 
addition to the strains being closely related, all strains possessed virulence factors that promoted the increased 
pathogenicity of the strains in this population. Importantly, most of the strains were resistant to the azoles and to 
one of the disinfectants routinely used in clinical settings. The patients had risk factors associated candidemia, with 
unfavourable outcomes for some patients. Continuous surveillance, strict infection prevention control measures, 
including improved disinfection and use of non-azole antifungal drugs such as amphotericin B and echinocandins, 
are recommended. 

Supervisor:  Prof CH Pohl-Albertyn

Co-Supervisors:  Dr J Musoke, Dr TB Mosia and Prof J Albertyn
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FACULTY OF 
HEALTH SC IENCES

VOW OF GRADUANDS IN MEDICINE 
On receiving my degree in Medicine at the University of the Free State and my entrance to the medical 
profession, I commit myself to: 

Dedicate myself to serve humanity; 

Maintain the integrity and honourable traditions of my profession conscientiously and with dignity; 

Strive for the meaningful preservation of human life from its beginning to its end; 

Regard the promotion of the health of my patients as my primary duty; 

Carefully protect all confidential information about my patients; 

Conduct myself honourably towards colleagues at all times and 

Promote the status of my university and to treat those who had taught me with respect and gratitude that the 
deserve. 

GELOFTE VAN DIE GRADUANDI IN GENEESKUNDE 
By ontvangs van my graad in Geneeskunde aan die Universiteit van die Vrystaat en by toetrede tot die 
geneeskundige beroep, verbind ek my plegtig om: 

My aan die diens van die mensdom te wy; 

Die integriteit en edele tradisies van my beroep pligsgetrou en met waardigheid te handhaaf; 

Te strewe na die sinvolle behoud van menslike lewe van sy begin tot aan sy einde; 

Die bevordering van die gesondheid van my pasiënte as my vernaamste plig te beskou; 

Alle vertoulike inligting omtrent my pasiënte nougeset te bewaar; 

My altyd op eerbare wyse teenoor kollegas te gedra en 

Die aansien van my universiteit te bevorder en my leermeesters die respek en erkentlikheid wat hulle toekom, te 
bewys. 

KANO YA BAITHUTI YA BONGAKA 
Ha ke fumana lengolo la ka la Bongaka Yunivesithi ya Freistata mme ke kena pitsong ya Bongaka, ke ikana ka 
maikutlo ohle a ka: 
Ho sebeletsa botho ka boitelo; 
Ho boloka boleng le meetlo e hlomphehang ya mosebetsi wa ka, ka botshepehi le ka tlhompho; 
Ho kgothalla ho boloka bophele ba motho ho tloha qalong ho fihlela qetellong ya bona; 
Ho ananela ntlafatso ya bophelo ba bakudi ba ka e le mosebetsi wa ka wa mantlha; 
Ho sireletsa ka hloko lesedi lohle la bakudi ba ka e le lekunutu; 
Ho itlhompha pela basebetsimmoho ka dinako tsohle le; 

Ho se dihe seriti sa Yunivesithi ya ka mme ke ise tlhompho le teboho e lokelang ho bohle ba nthutileng.
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VOW OF GRADUANDS IN HEALTH AND REHABILITATION SCIENCES
On receiving my degree at the University of the Free State and my entrance to the profession, I hereby solemnly 
declare that:

I shall dedicate myself to serve humanity;

I shall maintain the integrity and honourable traditions of my profession conscientiously and with dignity; 

I shall consider the promotion of the health of patients as my primary duty;

I shall carefully protect all confidential information regarding my patients;

I shall always conduct myself honourable towards colleagues at all times and

I shall continue to promote the status of my university and treat those who had taught me with respect and 
gratitude.

GELOFTE VAN GRADUANDI IN GESONDHEID EN REHABILITASIE WETENSKAPPE
By ontvangs van my graad aan die Universiteit van die Vrystaat en my toetrede tot die beroep, verklaar ek 
hiermee plegtig:

Dat ek my aan die diens van die mensdom sal wy;

Dat ek die integriteit en edele tradisies van my beroep pligsgetrou en met waardigheid sal handhaaf; 

Dat ek bevordering van die gesondheid van my pasiënte as my vernaamste plig sal ag;

Dat ek die vertoulike inligting in verband met my pasiënte nougeset sal bewaar; 

Dat ek my altyd op eerbare wyse teenoor kollegas sal gedra en

Dat ek die aansien van my universiteit steeds sal bevorder en diegene wat my onderrig het met eerbied en 
erkentlikheid sal bejeën.

KANO YA BAITHUTI SEKOLO SA MAHLALE A TLHABOLLE LE BOPHELO BO BOTLE
Kamohelong ya lengolo la ka la tsa Bophelo Bo Botle yunivesithi ya Freistata, ke ikana ka maikutlo ohle a ka 
hore: 

Ke tla sebeletsa botho ka boitelo;

Ke tla boloka boleng le meetlo e hlomphehang ya mosebetsi wa ka, ka botshepehi le ka tlhompho; 

Ke tla ananela ntlafatso ya bophelo ba bakudi ba ke e le mosebetsi wa ka wa mantlha;

Ke tla sireletsa ka hloko lesedi lohle la bakudi ba ka e le lekunutu; 

Ke tla itlhompha pela basebetsimmoho ka dinako tsohle mme

Ke tla nne ke tswele pele ho ntlafatsa seriti sa yunivesithi ya ka, ho hlompha le ho leboha bohle ba nthutileng.
UFS GRADUATION PROGRAMME
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NURSES’ PLEDGE OF SERVICE 

I solemnly pledge myself to the service of humanity and will endeavour to practise my profession with conscience 
and with dignity. 

I will maintain, by all the means in my power, the honour and noble tradition of my profession. 

Die algehele gesondheid van my pasiënte sal my eerste prioriteit wees. 

Ek sal alle persoonlike sake na my wete vertroulik hou. 

Nke ke ka dumella ho ananela bodumedi, botjhaba, morabe kapa boemo setjhabeng ho kena dipakeng 

tsa mosebetsi wa ka le mokudi wa ka. 

Ke tla boloka tlhompho e fetisisang bakeng sa bophelo ba motho. 

I make these promises solemnly, freely and upon my honour.
21 
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2024
CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS OF 2024

Congratulations on your graduation! This officially makes you alumni of the 
University of the Free State. We are very proud of your achievements, excited 

to see what your future holds, and to connect with you  
in the bright future ahead of you!

KEEPING YOU INFORMED

Alumni are a real measure of a university’s 
brand, and we strive to keep you informed of 
the latest news, campaigns, events, reunions, 
and projects emerging from the UFS. Stay 
connected by keeping an eye on our website, 
Facebook and LinkedIn pages, and email.

Through us, you are not just staying connected 
with the UFS, but also with other alumni. Let 
us connect you with alumni globally and 
reconnect with former peers.

 KEEPING YOU CONNECTED

Not only do we want to keep you connected 
with what is happening at your alma mater, 
we want to keep on celebrating you too!

Make sure that you update your details every 
year in one of the following ways:

• Online at www.ufs.ac.za/alumni
• Email us at alumni@ufs.ac.za
• www.facebook.com/UFS.Alumni
• www.linkedin.com/school u-f-s

#UFSAlumni   #UFSGrad

Kindly ensure you include your full names, date of birth, cellphone 
number, and private email address when updating your details.




