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By attending the graduation ceremony, you agree that the UFS may use photographs taken by the official photographer in 
which you appear for marketing purposes.
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PLEASE NOTE
List of candidates receiving degrees, diplomas, and certificates:

Degrees, diplomas, and certificates of candidates who are unable to attend the graduation ceremony will be 
conferred in absentia. 

An* next to a name indicates that the degree, diploma, or certificate is awarded with distinction.
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N AT I O N A L 
A N T H E M

O F  S O U T H 
A F R I C A

Maluphakanyisw’ uphondo lwayo, 
Yizwa imithandazo yethu,
Nkosi sikelela, thina lusapho lwayo.
Morena boloka setjhaba sa heso,
O fedise dintwa le matshwenyeho,
O se boloke, O se boloke setjhaba sa heso, 
Setjhaba sa South Afrika - 
South Afrika.
Uit die blou van onse hemel,
Uit die diepte van ons see,
Oor ons ewige gebergtes,
Waar die kranse antwoord gee,
Sounds the call to come together,
And united we shall stand,
Let us live and strive for freedom,
In South Africa our land.

In order to maintain the dignity of the ceremony, you are requested to 
take note of the following:

• Please stand as the procession enters the hall
• Do not move around during the ceremony in order to take photos
• Please refrain from unacceptable actions such as whistling
• Please put your cellphone on silent so as not to disturb the 

proceedings
• We strive to conduct the ceremonies in a dignified manner
• Please do not leave the hall before the graduation proceedings 

have been concluded
• Family and friends who are unable to attend may watch the full 

graduation ceremonies through our livestream link at
 https://livestream.ufs.ac.za. 

Nkosi sikelel’ iAfrika
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A B O U T  T H E  U F S

B L O E M F O N T E I N  C A M P U S

Q W A Q W A  C A M P U S

S O U T H  C A M P U S

Inspiring excellence, transforming lives
through quality, impact, and care.

The University of the Free State (UFS) has a proud 
history as one of the oldest institutions of higher 
education in South Africa. It opened its doors 
in Bloemfontein in 1904 as the Grey University 
College, with six students in the Humanities. Today 
it is a multi-campus institution, with two diverse 
campuses in Bloemfontein and one in Qwaqwa in the 
scenic Eastern Free State, accommodating more than 
40 000 students in its seven faculties (Economic and 
Management Sciences, Education, Health Sciences, 
the Humanities, Law, Natural and Agricultural 
Sciences, Theology and Religion), with an increasing 
number of international students and associates, and 
an ever-widening scope of active involvement in and 
contribution to its surrounding communities.
 
For the past 119 years, the UFS has been delivering 
quality graduates who have made their mark in 
various sectors. What sets the institution apart is 
its holistic student support initiatives, enabling it 
to achieve some of the highest success rates in the 
country. Delivering students who are in high demand 
in the global job market remains a top priority. An 
established network of industry partners and close 
collaboration with the public and private sectors, 
as well as a continuous process of transformation 
and curriculum renewal, dovetail to produce highly 
employable graduates.

UFS research efforts are driven by dedicated scholars, 
some of whom are international leaders in their 
fields, with industry and social impact and real-world 
application.

Through the principle of engaged scholarship, the 
UFS responds to societal needs by using its scholarly 
and professional expertise with an intentional public 
purpose and benefit.

The UFS is an institution that goes all out to provide 
its students and staff with an outstanding university 
experience. Everything the institution does is rooted 
in its values of excellence, innovation and impact, 
accountability, care, social justice, and sustainability. 

The UFS aspires to be a research-led, student-
centred, and regionally engaged university that 
contributes to development and social justice through 
the production of globally competitive graduates and 
knowledge. Our Vision 130 is an elaboration of our 
strategic intent to reposition the university for 2034, 
when we will commemorate our 130th anniversary. 

U F S  G R A D U A T I O N  P R O G R A M M E 3



2011
The academic brand - the historic University of the 
Free State crest that has been the symbol of the 
university since 1952, has evolved to embrace the 
aesthetic expectations of the stakeholders.  
The shape of the traditional academic 
shield has been simplified and 
contemporised. Much of the 
symbolism of the crest remains 
intact, acknowledging the 
location of the UFS brand as one 
of the country’s premier institutions 
of higher education, with a proud 
history of academic excellence and an 
ever-evolving, vibrant culture.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE UFS CREST OVER 
MORE THAN A CENTURY

1904
Up to 1935, the same coat of arms was used as the Grey College School.

1935
By 1935, with the name change to University College of the Orange Free State, the coat of arms fell 
into disuse, especially among students.

1947
In 1947, an agreement between management and students led to the new motto Per Fidem ad 
Sapientiam (Through faith to wisdom).

1950
In 1952, it was changed to In Deo Sapientiae Lux (In God is the light of wisdom).  The traditional 
orange, white and blue, linking the UFS to the South African national colours, changed in the late 
1990s.  
The orange was replaced by cherry red.
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1950 GLP Moerdyk – DLitt (h.c.)
1951 NC Havenga – LLD (h.c.)
1952 Thos Blok – DEd (h.c.)
  SHS Rubidge – DSc (h.c.)
1955 CR Swart – LLD (h.c.)
  CA v Niekerk – LLD (h.c.)
1958 CPB Brink – LLD (h.c.)
  CF Visser – DEd (h.c.)
1959 DB Bosman – DLitt (h.c.)
  SP le Roux – DScAgric (h.c.)
 DF Malherbe – DLitt (h.c.)
 GH v Rooyen – MA (h.c.)
1960 SPE Boshoff – DLitt (h.c.)
1961 T Boydell – DPhil (h.c.)
1962 ES Botes – DEd (h.c.)
  PE Rousseau – DSc (h.c.)
1963 EH Louw – LLD (h.c.)
 EN Roberts – DSc (h.c.)
 JGF (Kaalkop) vd Merwe - DCom (h.c.)
 HF Verwoerd – DLitt et Phil (h.c.)
1966 PSZ Coetzee – DPhilTh (h.c.)
 PJ du Toit – DSc (h.c.)
 MS Louw – DCom (h.c.)
1967 SM Naudé – DSc (h.c.)
 LC Steyn – LLD (h.c.)
 BJ Vorster – LLD (h.c.)
1968 SJ Naudé – DCom (h.c.)
1969 CW (Nellie) Swart – DPhil (h.c.)
 AJJ Wessels – DCom (h.c.)
1970 GS Nienaber – DLitt (h.c.)
 HO Mönnig – DSc (h.c.)
1971 N Diederichs – DCom (h.c.)
 RS Verster – DPhil (h.c.)
1972 LW Hiemstra – DPhil (h.c.)
  PJ Meyer – DPhil (h.c.)
1975 PJ Nienaber – DLitt (h.c.)
 De la H de Villiers – DScAgric (h.c.)
 GJ Stander – DSc (h.c.)
1976 AJA Roux – DSc (h.c.)
1978 SP Botha – DSc (h.c.)
 EM van Zinderen Bakker – DSc (h.c.)
 HB Thom – DEd (h.c.)
1979 FCL Bosman – DPhil (h.c.)
 G Cronjé – DSocSc (h.c.)
 CJF Human – DCom (h.c.)
1980 G Boonzaier – DPhil (h.c.)
1981 PW Botha – DPhil (h.c.)
 B Human – DCom (h.c.)
 SG Shuttleworth – DSc (h.c.)
1982 BLS Franklin – DPhil (h.c.)
  GvN Viljoen – DEd (h.c.)
1983 L Luyt – DCom (h.c.)
  SF Zaaiman – DPhil (h.c.)
1984 HS Steyn – DSc (h.c.)
 FR Tomlinson – DScAgric (h.c.)
 JH vd Berg – DMed (h.c.)
1985 L Alberts – DSc (h.c.)
 GG Cillié – DPhil (h.c.)
 SPD le Roux – DLitt (h.c.)
 A Polson – DPhilMed (h.c.)
 J du P Scholtz – DPhil (h.c.)
1986 S Grové – DMus (h.c.)
 FP Retief – DMed (h.c.)

 JA Stegmann – DCom (h.c.)
1987 WA Joubert – LLD (h.c.)
 B Kok – DPhil (h.c.)
 WP Venter – DCom (h.c.)
1988 JJN Cloete – DAdmin (h.c.)
 FC Fensham – DLitt (h.c.)
 JW vd Riet –DPhil (h.c.)
1989 BJ Meyer – DSc (h.c.)
  N van Uden – PhD (h.c.)
1990 MG Corbett – LLD (h.c.)
  JS Rabie – DLitt (h.c.)
1991 SS Brand – DCom (h.c.)
 JWL de Villiers – DSc (h.c.)
 GT Fagan – DArch (h.c.)
 JH Hofmeyer – PhD (h.c.)
 E v Heerden – DLitt (h.c.)
1992 JP Louw – DLitt (h.c.)
 H Olivier – DSc (h.c.)
1993 JD Anderson - DMed (h.c.)
 RR Arndt – DSc (h.c.)
 SJ Naudé – LLD (h.c.)
1994 JJ Human – DPhil (h.c.)
 JA Myburgh – DMed (h.c.)
 JP vd Walt – DSc (h.c.)
1995 WA Landman – DEd (h.c.)
 WL Mouton – DPhil (h.c.)
1996 WDO Marasas – DSc (h.c.)
 NE Wiehahn – LLD (h.c.)
1997 AP Brink – DLitt (h.c.)
 B Hurwitz – DPhil (h.c.)
1998 FC Müller – DMed (h.c.)
1999 FM Claerhout – DPhil (h.c.)
 JJF Hefer – LLD (h.c.)
 S Nigam – DSc (h.c.)
 WL Nkuhlu – DCom (h.c.)
 MA Ramphele – DPhil (h.c.)
 HJO van Heerden – LLD (h.c.)
 FJ van der Merwe – PhD  (h.c.)
2000 MH Daling – DCom (h.c.)
 TN Liversedge – PhD (h.c.)
  I Mahomed – LLD (h.c.)
2001 BP Gilbertson – DCom (h.c.)
 NR Mandela – LLD (h.c.)
 EC Taglauer – DSc (h.c.)
2002 BH Meyer – PhD (h.c.)
 BAK Rider – LLD (h.c.)
 CF Slabber – PhD (h.c.)
 JM Stetar – DEd (h.c.)
2003 EWA de Corte – DEd (h.c.)
 HA Serebro – DPhil (h.c.)
 AG Sykes – DSc (h.c.)
2004 S Badat – DPhil (h.c.)
 R Bringle – DPhil (h.c.)
 J de Wet – DMus (h.c.)
 CF Fauconnier – DSc (h.c.)
 GJ Gerwel – DPhil (h.c.)
 WD Jonker – DTh (h.c.)
 A Krog – DLitt (h.c.)
 K Mokhele – DPhil (h.c.)
 CJC Nel (Postuum) – PhD (h.c.)
 L Quayle – DMus  (h.c.)
 T (Karel) Schoeman – DLitt (h.c.)
 YK Seedat – DMed (h.c.)

 MK Seely – DSc (h.c.)
 C Seerveld – DPhil (h.c.)
 F van Z Slabbert – DPhil (h.c.)
 JC Steyn – DLitt (h.c.)
 PA Verhoef – DTh (h.c.)
 L van den Heever – LLD (h.c.)
 HA Wessels – LLD (h.c.)
2005 A du P Heyns – DMed (h.c.)
 JJF Durand – DPhil (h.c.)
 JA Groenewald – DSc (h.c.)
 WH Neuser – DTh (h.c.)
 M Ramos – PhD (h.c.)
 SJ Terreblanche – DCom (h.c.)
2006 T Moss – PhD (h.c.)
 PV Cox – PhD (h.c.)
2007 BJ (Bannie) Britz – DArch (h.c.)
 KPD Maphalla – PhD (h.c.)
2008 D Ferreira – DSc (h.c.)
2009 JC Loock – PhD (h.c.)
 LTC Harms – LLD (h.c.)
2010 P Gordhan – PhD (h.c.)
 BBS Ngubane – PhD (h.c.)
 AH Strydom – PhD (h.c.)
 M Jones – PhD (h.c.)
2011 D Tutu – DTh (h.c.)
 P Fourie – DLitt (h.c.)
 OG Winfrey – DEd  (h.c.)
 RWM Frater – PhD (h.c.)
 A Sawyer – DEd (h.c.)
2012 RJ Goldstone – LLD (h.c.)
 ER v Heerden – DLitt (h.c.)
 M Nussbaum – DLitt (h.c.)
 OW Prozesky – MD (h.c.)
 FDJ Brand – LLD (h.c.)
2013 ZKG Mda – DLitt (h.c.)
2014  ML Blum – PhD (h c )
  L Mulvey – DLitt (h c )
2015  L Brahimi – DPhil (h.c.)
 JM Samuel – DEd (h.c.)
  MA Oduyoye – DTh (h.c.)
 JD Sacks – DEcon (h.c.)
2016  RJ Khoza – DEcon (h.c.)
         TA Manuel – DEcon (h.c.)
          M du Preez – PhD (h.c.)
          J Samoff  – DPhil (h.c.)
 F Haffajee – PhD (h.c.)
2017 PH Holloway - DSc (h.c.)
 M Botha – LLD (h.c.)
2019 BL Fanaroff – DSc (h.c)
 J Mofokeng wa Makhetha – DLitt (h.c.)
 MB Molemela – LLD (h.c.)
2021   ZM Yacoob – LLD (h.c.)
           SM Pityana – DPhil (h.c.)
           RJ van Niekerk – DLitt (h.c.)
2022 WK Byanyima – PhD (h.c.)
 DM Davis – LLD (h.c.)
 DE Moseneke – LLD (h.c.)
 AL Sachs – LLD (h.c.)
 MJ Wingfield – DSc (h.c.)
2023 M Musk – DDiet (h.c.)
 A Ekwamu – DSc (h.c.)
 D Pepler – DSc (h.c.)
 PCJ Vale – PhD (h.c.)

Shields of Honour, Council and Chancellor’s Medals

G R A D U AT I O N  C E R E M O N Y 2 0 2 3
Honorary Awards  |  Honorary Doctorates

1994 Prof FO Müller (Shield of Honour)
 RE Schoombie (Shield of Honour)
1995 Prof FO Müller (Chancellor’s Medal)
 RE Schoombie (Chancellor’s Medal)
1996 Prof S Mittman (Shield of Honour)
1997 Prof M Jansens (Shield of Honour)
1998 Prof CJC Nel (Chancellor’s Medal)
 Prof C Swanepoel (Chancellor’s Medal)
1999 WJ (Hansie) Cronje (Shield of Honour)
 Prof David Justice (Shield of Honour)
2000 Prof P Rosseel (Shield of Honour)
 Prof MJ Viljoen (Chancellor’s Medal)
2001 Prof PC Potgieter (Chancellor’s Medal)
2002 T Moss (Shield of Honour)
 Prof CD Roode (Chancellor’s Medal)

2003 Prof HC Janse van Rensburg (Council Medal)
 Prof SA Petersen (Shield of Honour)
2008 Ludo Helsen (Shield of Honour)
2009 Prof JU Grobbelaar (Council Medal)
2010 Mrs AM Dippenaar (Chancellor’s Medal)
2014 Dr H Verster (Chancellor’s Medal)
2014  Mr JL Pretorius (Chancellor’s Medal)
2016  Mr AD Osler (Chancellor’s Medal)
            Ms M van der Merwe (Chancellor’s Medal)
2017  Ms JS Isaacs (Chancellor’s Medal)
2019 Mr JF de Villiers (Chancellor’s Medal)
 Ms EM Oosthuizen (Council Medal)
2022 Dr N Pearce (Chancellor’s Medal)
 Mr N Janse van Rensburg (Council Medal)
2023 Prof SC Brown (Council Medal)



MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR AND VICE-
CHANCELLOR | PROF FW PETERSEN
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Welcome to the graduation ceremony of the 
University of the Free State (UFS). 

Today is a special day indeed. Few events and occasions hold as much 
significance as your graduation. This day is just as important for those who have 
supported you along the way. Many of you had to overcome a lot during your 
journey to get here today. Many of you are the first in your families to reach this 
milestone. You have earned this moment and you should be extremely proud. 
Always acknowledge and recognise the significance of your achievements as 
you transition from being a University of the Free State (UFS) student to a UFS 
graduate.

Graduands, you have had the honour of studying at an institution that 
commands a track record that is on par with well-regarded national peers, as 
reflected in the 2023 Times Higher Education World University and Impact 
Rankings. Sufficient evidence indicates that higher education has the potential 
to function as an agent of change and a means of serving the greater good. 
Although the mission of our university has always been to equip you with 
knowledge and skills needed to make a difference in your field of study, we are 
also mindful that values are as important for you to make a difference in your 
communities. 

The UFS places great emphasis on ensuring that students and staff have an 
outstanding university experience. In our pursuit of excellence, we are proud that 
our environment is conducive for intellect and knowledge to flourish. As such, 
our values of excellence, innovation and impact, accountability, care, social 
justice, and sustainability are embedded in all activities across the institution. 

Graduands, irrespective of what you undertake in the future, remember to 
pursue your passion, and continuously have the desire to make a difference 
in the lives of others. Surround yourself with real people in real communities, 
while inculcating kindness, empathy, passion, and awareness of the real issues. 
If you want to tackle the unfinished goals of this country and create a better 
world – build bridges, remain morally astute, and grow your coalitions. Life can 
be challenging if you are on your own – however, great results can be achieved 
if you work as a collective. 

It is up to you to align yourself with those who have a common cause, heal the 
divisions that keep us separated, and carry along those who have been left out 
and are struggling.

Congratulations to all our graduands. May you have continued success in all 
your endeavours!

Welkom by die Universiteit van die Vrystaat se 
gradeplegtigheid. 

Vandag is voorwaar ’n spesiale dag. Min gebeurtenisse en geleenthede het 
soveel betekenis as ’n mens se gradeplegtigheid. Hierdie dag is net so belangrik 
vir diegene wat julle langs die pad ondersteun het. Baie van julle moes talle 
uitdagings te bowe kom tydens julle reis om vandag hier te wees. Baie van 
julle is die eerste in julle gesinne om hierdie mylpaal te bereik. Julle het hierdie 
oomblik verdien en julle kan baie trots wees daarop. 

Erken en herken altyd die belangrikheid van jou prestasie waar jy van ’n student 
van die Universiteit van die Vrystaat (UV) beweeg na ’n UV-gegradueerde.

Gegradueerdes, julle het die eer gehad om aan ’n instelling te studeer wat ’n 
prestasierekord het wat gelykstaande is aan welbekende nasionale eweknieë, 
soos weerspieël in die 2023 Times Higher Education World University en 
Impact-ranglys. Talle bewyse dui daarop dat hoër onderwys die potensiaal het 
om te dien. Alhoewel die missie van ons universiteit nog altyd was om julle toe 
te rus met kennis en vaardighede wat nodig is om ’n verskil in julle studieveld te 
maak, is ons ook bedag daarop dat waardes vir julle net so belangrik is om ’n 
verskil in julle gemeenskappe te maak. 

Die UV plaas groot klem daarop om te verseker dat studente en personeel ’n 
voortreflike universiteitservaring het. In ons strewe na uitnemendheid is ons trots 
dat ons omgewing bevorderlik is vir intellek en kennis om te floreer. As sodanig 
is ons waardes van uitnemendheid, innovasie en impak, aanspreeklikheid, 
omgee, sosiale geregtigheid en volhoubaarheid ingebed in alle aktiwiteite oor 
die instelling heen. 

Gegradueerdes, ongeag wat julle in die toekoms aanpak, onthou om julle passie 
na te streef en behou die begeerte om vootdurend ’n verskil in ander se lewens 
te maak. Omring julself met regte mense in regte gemeenskappe, terwyl julle 
welwillendheid, empatie, passie en bewustheid van werklike kwessies inskerp. 
As julle die onvoltooide doelwitte van hierdie land wil aanpak en ’n beter wêreld 
wil skep – bou brûe, bly moreel skerpsinnig, en laat julle koalisies groei. Die 

lewe kan uitdagend wees as ’n mens op jou eie is – goeie resultate kan egter 
behaal word as julle as ’n groep saamwerk. 

Dit is julle verantwoordelikheid om julself in ooreenstemming te bring met 
diegene wat ’n gemeenskaplike saak het, die verdeeldheid te genees wat ons 
verdeeld hou, en om diegene wat uitgelaat is en sukkel, met julle saam te neem.

Baie geluk aan al ons graduandi. Mag julle voortgesette sukses in al julle 
ondernemings behaal!

Re a le amohela moketeng wa kabo ya dikgau wa 
University of the Free State (UFS).
 

Letsatsi lena ke le kgethehileng ka nnete. Ke diketsahalo tse mmalwa haholo tse 
bohlokwa jwalo ka ho abelwa kgau ya yunivesithi. Letsatsi lena le bohlokwa hape 
le ho batho ba ileng ba le tshehetsa leetong la lona. Ba bangata ba lona le ile la 
hlola maima a mangata leetong la lona ho fihla mona kajeno. Ba bangata ba lona 
ke lona ba pele malapeng a lona ho fihlella sehlohlolo sena sa katleho. Le fihlile 
motsotsong ona mme re motlotlo ka lona haholo.

Ka dinako tsohle amohelang le ho lemoha bohlokwa ba dintlha tseo le di 
fihleletseng ha jwale le tloha boemong ba ho ba moithuti mona University of the 
Free State (UFS) ho fetela boemong ba ho ba graduate ya UFS.

Baithuti ba seng ba tla abelwa dikgau tsa yunivesithi, le bile le tlotla ya ho ithuta 
setheong sa thuto se nang le nalane e ntle e kgemang le bomphato ba yona ba 
hlomphehang naheng, jwalo ka ha ho boletswe ho 2023 Times Higher Education 
World University and Impact Rankings. Ho na le bopaki bo hlwellanang hodimo 
bo bontshang hore thuto e phahameng e na le monyetla wa ho sebetsa jwalo 
ka kofuto e hlahisang phetoho le mokgwa o hlahisang melemo e meholo ka 
ho fetisisa. Le hoja mishini ya yunivesithi ya rona ka dinako tsohle e bile ho le 
hlomella ka tsebo le bokgoni bo hlokahalang ho etsa phetoho dithutong, re boela 
re lemoha hore dintho tsa boleng di bohlokwa ho etsa phapang metseng ya lona. 

UFS e kgothaletsa haholo ho etsa bonnete ba hore baithuti le moifo ba na 
le boiphihlelo bo hlaheletseng ka mahetla ba yunivesithi. Maikemisetsong a 
rona a ho hahamalla diphihlello tse ipabolang, re motlotlo hore tikoloho ya 
rona ke e loketseng bakeng sa fana ka bohlale le tsebo ho atleha. Ka lebaka 
lena, makgabane a rona bakeng sa diphihlello tse ipabolang, mehopolo e 
metjha le tshusumetso e ntle, boikarabelo, tlhokomelo, le toka e se nang leeme 
setjhabeng, le ho tswella ke dintho tse bopeletsweng mesebetsing yohle ya 
setheo sena sa thuto. 

Baithuti ba seng ba tla abelwa dikgau tsa yunivesithi, ho sa natswe hore na 
le tla etsa eng nakong e tlang, hopolang ho phehella ditabatabelo tsa lona ka 
tjheseho, mme le tswele pele ho ba le takatso ya ho etsa phapang bophelong 
ba batho ba bang. Etsang hore le dikadiketswe ke batho ba sebele metseng ya 
sebele, ha le ntse le ruta le ho jala mosa, kutlwelobohloko, tjantjello, le temoho 
ya ditaba tsa sebele. Haeba le batla ho sebetsana le dipakane tse sa qetwang le 
ho theha lefatshe le betere – hahang marogo, dulang le le bohlale, le ho theha 
maqhama a lona a ditshebedisano. Bophelo e ka ba bo phephetsang haeba o 
sebetsa o le mong – le ha ho le jwalo, diphetho tse babatsehang di ka fihlellwa ka 
tshebedisano le ho ba ngatana-nngwe. 

Dintho di mahetleng a lona ho iphaphatha le batho ba nang le dipheo tse 
tshwanang, ho kwala dikgeo tse re arohanyang, le ho jara batho ba ileng ba 
siuwa mora le ba nang le mathata a ba sitisang.

Re thoholetsa baithuti kaofela ba rona ba seng ba tla abelwa dikgau tsa bona 
tsa yunivesithi. E se ka le ka ba le katleho e tswelang pele mekutung ya rona 
kaofela!



The University of the Free State 
(UFS) aims to continue growing and 
extending its influence and impact 
locally, regionally, and globally. 
Vision 130 is an elaboration of our 
strategic intent to reposition the 

institution for 2034, when the university will 
commemorate its 130th anniversary. It reflects 
our ambition to be a university with a consistent 
outward focus, and to be profound in what we 
deliver – building on past achievements, while 
constantly transforming ourselves in order to 
stay relevant within the dynamic and ever-
changing international higher education sphere.

V I S I O N
The UFS aspires to be a research-led, student-
centred, and regionally engaged university that 
contributes to development and social justice 
through the production of globally competitive 
graduates and knowledge.

M I S S I O N
The university’s ultimate goal is to impart and 
generate new knowledge that impactfully 
supports societal development.

V A L U E S
The UFS subscribes to a set of values, explicated 
below, which shape and inform our culture and 
provide a framework for our actions and decisions. 

Our values are realised through the conduct of the wider university community:

excellence, innovation and impact, accountability, care, social justice, and sustainability.
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G U E S T  S P E A K E R

D R  S I P H O  P I T YA N A

Dr Sipho Mila Pityana holds a BA(Hons) from the 
University of Essex, an MSc from the University 
of London, and a DTech (Honoris Causa) from the 
Vaal University of Technology.

He is a business leader with extensive experience, having 
served in both executive and non-executive capacities 
on several local and international boards of blue-chip 
companies. He is the founder and Chairman of his private 
investment firm, Izingwe. He is also the Chairman of the 
JSE-listed Redefine Properties and non-executive Director 
of the Absa Bank Group. He is the former Chairman of 

AngloGold Ashanti Limited and Munich Re of Africa. He also served as a lead independent 
director of the Absa Group and an executive director of Nedcor Investment Bank, among 
others. 

Dr Pityana serves on the council of Business Leadership South Africa (BLSA) and is the former 
President of the apex business confederation, Business Unity South Africa (BUSA), where he 
led engagements with government and other stakeholders regarding the repositioning of the 
country’s economic development. He has played an important role in international business 
initiatives, including his role as Chair of the World Economic Forum Africa Stewardship board.

He was the founding delegate of the National Economic Development and Labour 
Council (Nedlac), and he was one of the founding members of the governing body of the 
Commission for Conciliation, Mediation and Arbitration. He served on the governing body of 
the International Labour Organisation (ILO).

Dr Pityana was the first post-apartheid Director-General of the Department of Labour in the 
Mandela government. During his tenure in this role, he pioneered the transformative labour 
laws that restored the dignity of ordinary workers. As the Director-General of Foreign Affairs, 
he represented South Africa in various international fora, including the United Nations, 
African Union, and Commonwealth. 

His passion for education has seen him serve as Registrar of the University of Fort Hare, 
Chairperson of the National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS), and he is the former 
Chairperson of the University of Cape Town Council. 

Dr Pityana is a struggle veteran who suffered several stints in police detention, was tortured, 
banned, and subsequently exiled. His commitment to the cause of social justice saw him 
becoming the founding Chairperson of the Council for the Advancement of the South African 
Constitution (CASAC) and former convener and founder of Save South Africa. Together with 
other eminent citizens, he is the patron of the Defend our Democracy campaign.
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DEAN
PROF P BURGER

BACHELOR’S DEGREES

BACHELOR OF ACCOUNTING

BASSON, Samantha Melissa

BLOEM, Wynand*

BOSHOFF, Wihan Hendrik Petrus

CLOETE, Luan

DEETLEFS, Jason

DLAMINI, Sinethemba Noxolo

DREYER, Mari*

ERASMUS, Chandré

ESIANG, Boiketlo Lethabo

FOURIE, Johane*

GROBBELAAR, Johann Pieter

GUMBO, Tebogo Alfred

HAVENGA, Nadia*

HERTZOG, Roné

HONIBALL, Daniel

HUANG, Jong-Yow Tim

JOUBERT, Ruan De Villiers

KHUZWAYO, Mpumelelo

LAMBINON, Johannes Lambertus*

LIN, Szu-Yu*

MAFATA, Karabo Bokang

MAJAWETSA, Realeboga

MAKHADO, Mulisa

MALETE, Neo

MARAIS, Delano Marlon

MASISO, Onele-Onke

MATUANE, Mfundisi Plaki

MKHUTSHWA, Philela

MOGAMISI, Tebogo

MOHALE, Rethabile Dephney*

MOHAPI, Itumeleng Teboho

MOJAMONGWE, Galegopolwe

MOKOENA, Duduzile

MOLELEKOA, Thuto Morna*

MOLOKWANE, Nkamoheleng 
Millet

MULDER, Wessel Johannes

MWALE, Tumelo Romeo

NDLOVU, Sinothando Xolelwa

NDWANDWE, Tholinhlanhla 
Njabulo

NEL, William*

NELANE, Thobeka*

NGIDI, Asanda Amahle

NORTON, Carmen Isabella

NTHUTE, Lehlohonolo

PARKIN, Amoné*

PARLATO, Francesco Dmitri

PRETORIUS, Mia*

PRINS, Kyla

PULE, Karabelo Sebabatso

RAMATHIKHITHI, Daewoo

SETHUNYA, Keketso Babalelang 
Theo

SMIT, Franco*

SWANEPOEL, Robert Iman

TSILOANE, Mokete Daniel

TSOTETSI, Tshepiso Lerato

UMLAW, Siyabonga Sibusiso 
James

VAN STADEN, Samuel

VENTER, Maria Jacoba

VENTER, Salome

WILLEMSE, Janice Lameez

XIMBA, Loyanda Londeka Akhona

YUSUF, Mohammed Saad*

YZELLE, Marsoné*

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE IN 
ACCOUNTING

ABDULLAAHI, Leban

ADOONIS, Joyce Nomfanelo 
Lerato

ALEXANDER, Bettina Annabella

APRIL, Bonolo Rebecca

BAKKES, Andrea

BALOYI, Dankie Ebeneza

BALOYI, Ntsakiso Precilla*

BANDA, Keabetswe

BELL, Noluvuyo*

BERENG, Sebolelo Nthabiseng

BOKALA, Phenyo Paulette

BOLOGO, Rina

BRINK, Conrad

BURGER, Kevin

CARR, Martin Graham

CASSIM ZAKHURA, Ismaeël

FACULTY OF ECONOMIC AND 
MANAGEMENT SC IENCES

ECONOMIC AND 
MANAGEMENT SCIENCES
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FACULTY OF ECONOMIC AND 
MANAGEMENT SC IENCES

ECONOMIC AND 
MANAGEMENT SCIENCES

CELE, Elona Thembakazi

CELE, Luthando

CHAUKE, Nkosinathi Mayven

CHAUTSANE, Lebo Neo

COMET, Kaydiane Delron

CRONJE, Kyle Hendrik

CUPIDO, Tazlynn Dreshni

DAKAMELA, Artvilla Sanele

DE KOCK, Curtis-Nathan Ralph

DEKEDA, Siphesihle

DISEKO, Karabo Thembekile

DLAMINI, Ncenisa Betty

DLUNGELA, Mbali

DYANTYI, Kungamandla

ESTERHUIZEN, Wilmar

FAKU, Marissa Beuline

FIGUEIRA, Kim Da Costa*

FOTOYI, Sharleen

GASEITSIOE, Tebogo

GOGO, Nangamso

GOQA, Athini

GQALAQA, Sinoyolo Siviwe

GWEBU, Siphesihle

HAGEMEISTER, Thomas 
Kopano*

HAMANN, M'Lay

HATLA, Bongani Ben

HEEMRO, Liam Leroy

HERMANS, Gopolang Edward

HLOMA, Siyanda

HLOPHE, Andile An-Marry

HLOPHE, Nosipho Charity

JAFTA, Mihle

JALI, Nhlakanipho

JOANNIDES, Christos Ioannis

JOOSTE, Andrew Cronje

JUMBA, Pumza

KEDIRILENG, Refilwe Ruth

KEMP, Nadine*

KEMP, Renier Johannes Petrus

KGOMO, Makwena Kate

KHAULI, Mashudu Pinky

KHORLOO, Nikita Winsumbruu

KOEGELENBERG, Jacobus 
Frederick

KRISHENDUT, Tharendra

LANGA, Nonhlanhla Angel

LANGA, Zandile Neliswa

LEEUW, Tshegofatso

LEFALATSA, Moeketsi Ishmael

LEKHELEBANE, Mohau Tshepang

LEKITLANE, Tlotliso

LETEBA, Tshepo

LETSELA, Khotso Jean-Paul

LICELA, Kopo Lehakwe

LIWANE, Taz Athanele

LOFEDI, Regomoditswe

LUPONDO, Lubabalo

LUVUNO, Lucy-Pearl

MAAHLO, Moleseng Abigale

MACHERE, Kearabetswe 
Confidence

MADI, Khwezi Siyalungelwa

MADLALA, Zamasishi 
Buhlebenkosi

MADONSELA, Sthembiso Ayanda

MADUNA, Molemo

MADUNA, Willie

MAEEANE, Lindile

MAGAWANE, Kelebileone 
Innocentia

MAGETA, Cade Charley

MAGOLENG, Pertunia Mmampho

MAGUBANE, Zamankomose 
Thembalikhona Palesa

MAHLANGU, Steve Alexander

MAJIEDT, Dazlynn Ruthann

MAJOLA, Nqobile Nontethelelo

MAKAMA, Ayanda Ruth

MAKHANI, Awelani Melokuhle

MAKHUBALO, Yonwaba

MAKWELA, Keneilwe

MALAPELA, Nthabiseng

MALETE, Boitumelo Shereen

MALINGA, Sbong'Musawenkosi

MALOPE, Nosipho Sharon

MANKAYI, Reitumetse

MAPHAHA, Omphulusa 
Austinpeck

MAROBE, Keatlegile Precious

MARORO, Thulaganyo Millicent

MASANGWANA, Ndileka Eunice

MASEKO, Ayanda Princess

MASEKO, Eleciah Ntobeko

MASHABANE, Priscila Zodwa
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FACULTY OF ECONOMIC AND 
MANAGEMENT SC IENCES

ECONOMIC AND 
MANAGEMENT SCIENCES

MASHILE, Hulda

MASHILO, Koketso Rahab

MASILELA, Mpendulo Danelson

MASINGA, Karabo Nokulunga

MASINGA, Sphiwe Ian

MATALE, Dimpho

MATE, Siphamandla Hopewell

MATHEBULA, Ntwanano William

MATHONSI, Dennise Vutivi

MATHONSI, Twisiso Shamine

MATHONSI, Xihluke Ebenezer

MATSIE, Mokhele Atisang

MATYILA, Sinoyolo

MAYEKISO, Andisiwe

MAYEKISO, Mbali Zimkhitha

MAZIBUKO, Elliot Mduze

MAZIBUKO, Thokozile Pretty

MBOTSHELWA, Aviwe Eunica

MCITEKA, Azile

MDLALOSE, Ntokozo Precious

MEI, Chichi Oreneile

MEREEOTLHE, Boipelo Melvelia

MKHONTO, Nonkululeko

MKIZE, Mthethwa Elvis

MMBEREGENI, Phophi 
Tshimbiluni

MMUI, Bonolo Hope

MNGONYAMA, Bulelwa Babalwa

MOAHLOLI, Atlegang Blessing

MODIBA, Tlou Theodora

MODIBEDI, Mathapelo Dolly

MOFOKENG, Mamello

MOGASHOA, Agatha Andronicah

MOHLOKOANE, Sello Meshack

MOHLOMI, Nthabeleng

MOJAKISANE, Khatiso Pearl

MOKEMANE, Reitumetse Annah

MOKGOHLOA, Itumeleng Isaac

MOKGOTHO, Rebecca Thulisile

MOKHOSI, Katleho

MOKOBO, Motshidisi Keabecwe

MOKOENA, Marvin Siyabonga

MOKOENA, Thapelo Elvis

MOKOLOPO, Masetshaba 
Itemogeng

MOKOTJO, Bokang

MOKWENA, Bonolo

MOLAOA, Lerato Portia

MOLEFE, Itumeleng Quinton

MOLEKANE, Lesedi Keitumetse

MOLEPO, Khanyisile Sizakele

MOLOI, Tebello Paulus*

MONARE, Motlatsi

MONEI, Itumeleng Webster

MONONGA, Katlego George

MORAKE, Keneilwe

MORERI, Ipeleng Caroline

MOROKA, Bokamoso Tebogo

MOSEBO, Sekhoane Joseph

MOSETLHI, Gloria Tshireletso

MOSHAPO, Tebogo Truly

MOTAUNG, Mamello Refentse

MOTAUNG, Mpoetse Thabiso

MOTAUNG, Pelo Waratwa

MOTAUNG, Pulane Motheo

MOTAUNG, Tieho Ernest

MOTHEOGANE, Nkgabane 
Fumane

MOTLOUNG, Tsholo Karabo

MOTSHOANE, Neo Trevor

MOWA, Wendy Mpho

MPHUTHI, Pakiso Frederick

MQABA, Thandiwe Naledi

MQHAKAMA, Zenande Ilungile

MSADU, Nande

MSIBI, Slindile Charmaine

MSIMANGA, Xolisiwe Nonhlanhla

MSOMI, Mpumelelo Triumph

MTHABELA, Nozipho Charity

MTHETHWA, Phumzile Joyce

MTSHWENI, Siphesihle 
Nkosithandile

MTSWENI, Ellen Nomhlekhabo

MTYINGIZANI, Duduzile Pamela

MUDAU, Fulufhelo

MUDAU, Pandelani Gladys

MUDAU, Zwavhudi

MUDZINGIRI, Faith Ropafadzo

MUKHATHI, Thanzielo Carol

MULANDZI, Tendani Suzan

MULAUDZI, Thabelo

MULDER, Maatje

MUSHWANA, Sasekile Jubillant

NAZO, Lisanda
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MANAGEMENT SC IENCES

ECONOMIC AND 
MANAGEMENT SCIENCES

NCHOCHO, Felicity Mamohapi

NDLOVU, Nokubongwa Sibhekile

NDLOVU, Noxolo

NEGOTA, Vhukhudo

NELS, Samuel Thato

NEMAKHAVHANI, Tebogo 
Veronica

NETHENGWE, Tshifularo Makatu

NETSHITONGWE, Orifha

NGEMA, Sthembile Dimpho

NGIYANA, Esethu Konke

NHLANGWINI, Nsuku Shiluva

NJOMBOLWANA, Sandiswa 
Sitwell

NKONGOLO, Tshitambala Njiba 
Reysue

NKOSI, Nokuphila Nonduduzo

NKUBU, Andile

NKUKWANA, Okuhle

NKWANYANA, Thobani

NODADA, Miso Landile

NOMATOLE, Zizipho

NOXAKA, Amanda

NTAME, Sivuyisiwe

NTIMBA, Portia Fezile

NTLHE, Lebogang Huddleston

NTSANGANI, Asithandile

NTSANWISI, Tracey

NYAMATHE, Dimakatso Ellen

NYATSABE, Mbali

NZAMA, Sanele Sindiswa

NZIMANDE, Philile Nonjabulo

ODENDAAL, Dirk Cornelis
PHALANE, Thabiso Frederick
PHALENG, Letladi Mpho Decaprio
PHETLO, Regene Elrene Lenesha
POLISANE, Teboho Abigail
PULA, Relebogile
PUTSOANE, Putsoane Moses
RADEBE, Sindiswa Pearl
RADZILANI, Rinae
RAEDANI, Thama*
RALETING, Itumeleng Katleho
RALETING, Keketso Vannesa
RAMAGWEDZHA, Tshilidzi Paula
RAMANAMANE, Naledi Dineo
RAMBUDA, Linda Ipfi
RAMMILE, Gomolemo
RAPETSOA, Hope Yaren
RIKHOTSO, Ntsakisi Vinolia
ROLLER, Gitte
ROOI, Modiehi Evelinah
SABATA, Yamkela
SAMPSON, Timiney Kyasia
SAPELO, Tshepiso
SAYI, Brian Fakazi
SCOTT, Nicole
SEBEKO, Thuto Victor
SEBOLA, Karabo Mosibodi
SEEMI, Fiona Nontando
SEFODI, Kgotso
SEFOLOKO, Disema Lucky*
SEHLOTHO, Boitumelo Mavis

SELLO, Mogudi Katlego

SELLO, Tshepo Anelka
SENGAKANA, Ngwakwana
SESHAENG, Botlhale
SHABALALA, Lethokuhle
SHAMANE, Nthabeleng Bonolo
SHEDILE, Itumeleng
SHIBA, Siyabonga Herschelle
SHONGWE, Nokubonga Dephney
SIBADELA, Mulinda Israel
SIBANDA, Michelle Mokgethwa
SIBANDA, Sarah
SIBIYA, Celiwe Claudette
SIHLANGU, Faith
SIKHAKHANE, Nonkazimulo 
Felicia Sibusisiwe*
SIKHWIVHILU, Khalirendwe
SINDANE, Sphiwe
SIPHUNZI, Lonwabo
SITHOLE, Samkelo
SMITH, Cayla Justene
SOLOMONS, Brogann Theresa
SONDEZI, Nthabiseng Hope
SWANEPOEL, Anri
SWANEPOEL, Ansu
TAAI, Tamryn Chaunees
TEFFO, Malose Frank
TERBLANCHE, Jasmyn Katelyn
THABANCHU, Katleho
THABANE, Tumelo Kendrew
THEKWANE, Thatego Shane
THULO, Mpho
THWALA, Nhlanhla Victor
TIBANE, Goodman
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TLALE, Boitumelo Naledi
TLALI, Lebohang Basetsana
TSHABALALA, Rose
TSHIKORORO, Fhululedzani 
Frederick

TSIU, Mamotseki Vaellet

TUGWANA, Nonhlanhla Bongekile

TWALA, Lerato

TWALA, Nketso*

VAN DER WALT, Madeli

VAN DER WESTHUIZEN, Zelda 
Zenobia
VAN GRAAN, Cecilé Elza
VAN SCHALKWYK, Marique
VAN ZYL, Arina*
VORSTER, Marthinus Johannes
VOSLOO, Joane
VUBU, Matandile
YEBOAH, Nana Kofi
YINGWANE, Thokozani Elton
YOSE, Zizipho Joanne
ZALU, Xolani
ZIBULA, Olwami Siphokazi
ZIKHALI, Sandile Pollen
ZUNGU, Sibusiso Muziwezinsizwa

POSTGRADUATE 
DIPLOMAS

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANCY

BENDILE, Ayanda
DITHUKGOE, Kelebogile Joyce

JOANNOU, George Alexander
JOKA, Somila
KALE, Omphemetse
LEE, E
LUVUNO, Leocadia Thembile
MAGAU, Rudzani
MAKATSA, Bokang Olerato
MANUEL, Courtney Zoë
MDA, Sisipho Bathandwa
MDLETSHE, Sikholiwe Sibusisiwe 
Sinegugulethu
MKHIZE, Lindokuhle
MOKONE, Leago Motsei Ruth
MOKONYAMA, Thabiso
MUSHONGA, Jubilee Tariro
NHLAPO, Nqobile Nomagugu
NTUSI, Mlondolozi Khulani 
Sthembiso

PHIKE, Mary

PHOKONTSI, Onalerona 
Realeboga
WAJAR, Ammarah

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN 
GENERAL ACCOUNTANCY

CALLIS, Andrew
DLAMINI, Nosihle Pearl
FOURIE, Johan Petrus
GOVENDER, Kiara Angelina
GOWAR, Ryan David
LOURENS, Wilhelm Gustav
MAAKE, Mororisheng Muneiwa 
Hope

MARTINS, Jesse Pachan
MOKHATHI, Tshidiso Lawrence
MPHULO, Tshwanelo
NGQAZA, Mbasa
SHAKOANE, Thabiso Sandile 
Lordwill
STOLA, Norah
SWAPI, Awonke
TLHALOGANYO, Tshepiso

HONOURS DEGREES

BACHELOR OF ACCOUNTING 
HONOURS

BALEKA, Latita Mabukula
BESTER, Armand
BLAKE, Walter Richard
BOUWER, Anja
CREW, Courteney Michaela
DLAMINE, Chrisandra Christie 
Zayleed

FOURIE, Naomi

HORAK, Kyle

MAARTENS, Hesmari

MASETI, Ayanda Shedrack

MNQIBISA, Zukile Mongezi

MORALADI, Bakang

NATHANE, Veronica

NAUDE, Diante
NDWEBI, Phiwe Liyabona
NDZANGU, Sandile Amos
PASTOR, Megan
PIETERSON, Darby Susan



RAATH, Andries Jacobus
SCHLEBUSCH, Carli
SEATE, Keitumetse Palesa 
Onalenna
SOBAYENI, Shumikazi
STRAUSS, Jeandre*
TOPKIN, Kelly-Anne Miscka
TSHABALALA, Zanele Yvonne
VAN DER MERWE, Welana
VAN JAARSVELD, Johanna 
Jakoba

VAN ROOYEN, Gerhardus 
Regardt
WEMMERT, Ruwardo
ZWARTS, Elrise

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
HONOURS IN ACCOUNTING

ARALAPPAN, Caleb Christopher
BAATLHODI, Katlego
BOSCH, Maria Magdalena
CORNS, Camzy
DIEDERICKS, Sinobia Jocelyn
DOOKA, Eva Matlhapi
DUMA, Nokubonga
EKSTEEN, Danika
JAPHTA, Roche-Lynne Zondia
KAIBE, Thabiso Thuto
KGWATLHE, Kutlwano Bongani
KHUZWAYO, Mandisa
LOMBARD, Darren Lee
MAKGALANYANE, Galaletsang 
Philly

MALUMISE, Kuku Charlotte
MASANGO, Kholeka Nomhle
MASEMOLA, Desiree Makgabo 
Naledi
MASWANGANYI, Chewani Pivot
MATLA, Tlholo
MATSOSO, Tebello Emily
MAVHINA, Kharavho Mashudu 
Anthea

MENONG, Kgomotso Tshomarelo 
Charlotte
MKHWANAZI, Ntsietseng Betty
MNYAKAMA, Simnikiwe
MOHOJE, Matshidiso Dona
MOJAKISANE, Setsoto Kelebohile
MOLIMO, Pabatso Botlenyana
MOSIKILI, Ntsebeng Grace
MOTAU, Neo Hlauhle
MSIMANG, Thulani Sibongakonke
MVUNDLE, Thalente Valentia
NDLALA, Nkosithandile
NDWENI, Magauta Talitha
NGAKAEMANG, Nthabiseng 
Sasha
NGQAKAYI, Sanelisiwe
NHLAPO, Buntu Njabulo
NKOHLA, Rethabile Marcia
NKOSI, Ntswaki Innah
NTEKO, Tshegofatso Rethabile
NTLHANE, Tiisetso Morgan
NTUSE, Siviwe
NYAMANE, Thokozile
NYAMATUKULUKA, Robin
OLWAGE, Eloise
QINISILE, Phamela

RADEBE, Thandokuhle
RAMBUDA, Maanda
RAOFELANE, Thato Evodia
RHONDO, Sisipho Abigail
SAMELA, Uhlumile
SCHOOMBIE, Jacques Francois
SHABALALA, Emily Manana
SHONGWE, Justice Vusumuzi
SIBANYONI, Kamogelo 
Ziphozonke
SIMELANE, Nontando Mbalenhle
SITHOLE, Siyabonga Makhiseni
SMITH, Shante Ricole
TLATSI, Tsholofelo Michelle
TSEOLE, Amogelang

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
HONOURS IN MANAGEMENT 
ACCOUNTING

BOOI, Lindiwe Maria
CIDRAAS, Katlego Jonas
FABER, Nicholas
HLONGWANE, Thembokuhle 
Beckham
JAFETA, Jankie Alphonlin
MEYER, Marize*
MOKOENA, Sekhwela Destiny
MONYAKI, Kelebogile Philadelthia
ODENDAAL, Michiel Johannes*
RADZHADZHI, Orifha
SEATA, Omolemo Ofentse
SHABALALA, Thembikile Lea
SITHOLE, Hlayiseko Dougmore
THOLE, Mpho
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DEAN’S MEDAL

AWARDED TO A STUDENT WHO ACHIEVED THE BEST RESULTS IN RESPECT OF A BACHELOR’S 
DEGREE IN THE FACULTY OF ECONOMIC AND MANAGEMENT SCIENCES 

SMIT, Franco 

BACHELOR OF ACCOUNTING

SENATE MEDAL
 

THE SENATE MEDAL AND PRIZE ARE AWARDED TO A STUDENT WHO RECEIVED A DEAN’S MEDAL AND 
WHO OBTAINED THE HIGHEST WEIGHTED AVERAGE PERCENTAGE IN ALL THE FACULTIES

 

SMIT, Franco

 BACHELOR OF ACCOUNTING
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2022
CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2022
Congratulations on your graduation! This officially makes you an alumnus of 

the University of the Free State. We are very proud of your achievements,  
excited to see what your future holds, and to connect with you  

in the bright future ahead of you!

KEEPING YOU INFORMED

Alumni are a real measure of a university’s 
brand, and we strive to keep you informed of 
the latest news, campaigns, events, reunions, 
and projects emerging from the UFS. Stay 
connected by keeping an eye on our website, 
Facebook and LinkedIn pages, and email.

Through us, you are not just staying connected 
with the UFS, but also with other alumni. Let 
us connect you with alumni globally and 
reconnect with former peers.
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Make sure that you update your details every 
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Y O K E  PAT T E R N S

The Main Procession Graduation Gowns 
- embroidered with rich diversity

South Africa, and the Free State in particular, has a long-standing 
friendship with our neighbouring country, Lesotho. 

Through a shared history, we have become co-creators of our 
futures. For this reason, the UFS decided to incorporate our tradition 
with that of the Basotho in the design of our Main Procession 
graduation gowns.

The gowns are inspired by the Seanamarena – the traditional 
Basotho blanket. The different patterns on the Seanamarena 
indicate the status one holds in the Basotho nation or reflect the 
occasion being celebrated. Keeping the Seanamarena pattern in 
mind, we combined our traditional academic designs with that of 
the Basotho nation.
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T H E  S E A N A M A R E N A
T H E  T R A D I T I O N A L  B A S O T H O  B L A N K E T

Yoke pattern for the 
Chancellor and 
Vice-Chancellor
This Seanamarena pattern 
is an interpretation of a 
design used exclusively for 
the king and chiefs –which 
means ‘to swear by the 
king’. This blanket has the 
highest status of all Basotho 
blankets.

Yoke pattern for the 
Chairperson of the 
Council
This Seanamarena Victorian 
crest motif appeared after 
the visit of the Prince of 
Wales to Lesotho in 1925, 
which made a profound 
impression on the local 
people. Customers refer to 
this blanket as ‘lesiba’ – 
meaning feathers – when 
buying it.

Yoke pattern for the 
Vice-Rector
This Seanamarena Poone 
design symbolises good 
crops, wealth, and fertility. 
The Poone is given as 
a present to honour an 
important visitor.

Yoke pattern for
Registrar
The same Seanamarena 
Poone design used for the 
Vice-Rector applies to the 
Registrar, with some slight 
design and colour alterations.

The Deans wear gowns made 
in the colours of the faculties, 
or others which indicate the 
office they hold.
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