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The CHSR&D is in the Faculty of The Humanities 
at the University of the Free State.

We generate and disseminate scientific 
knowledge on health and health systems and 
use this knowledge to promote health systems 
strengthening.

Our main focus areas are:
• Studies of health policies, strategies and 

operational functioning
• Human resources for health and 

occupational health issues
• Health communication
• Priority programmes:

- Tuberculosis (TB)
- HIV & AIDS
- TB-HIV co-epidemic 
- Sexual and reproductive health

Study with us

We offer a Master of Health Systems Studies 
(MHSysStud)

This specialist degree integrates theory with in-
depth knowledge of health systems. Students 
will identify a health/health systems issue and 
address it via research.

Where feasible, students will have the 
opportunity to base their Master’s on our 
Centre’s ongoing research projects. Studying 
side-by-side with experienced health systems 
researchers on a ‘real-life’ research project is a 
very valuable form of mentor-ship and should 
impact positively on your dissertations/articles, 
as well as students’ practical research skills and 
experience.
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Career Opportunities

The MHSysStud by dissertation programme will 
train health systems researchers for research 
careers in universities and other research 
institutions. Their health systems knowledge 
will also allow them to enter policy-focused 
organisations including advocacy organisations, 
the health care industry, government 
departments, non-governmental organisations 
and donor agencies.

The proposed MHSysStud by dissertation 
programme will not lead to a general or 
mainstream social or medical degree, but to a 
specialised qualification depicting high-level 
scholarly understanding of the social (e.g. 
sociological,  psychological, economic) and 
systems aspects of health and health care.

See our website for more info about us, our 
projects, and the MHSysStud Programme: 

https://www.ufs.ac.za/humanities/
departments-and-divisions/centre-for-health-
systems-research-development-home

Admission Requirements for the MHSysStud

In addition to general rules in the Humanities 
Rule Book the following applies:
1. Students must have Exit Level 8 qualification 

(Honours, or a 4-year qualification) in any 
cognate discipline, achieved with a pass 
mark of at least 65%.

2. Admission will be subject to a preliminary 
assessment by the CHSR&D Director.

Applicants will also be subjected to a selection 
process based on the following:
• 1500–word concept note outlining a 

research idea; 
• Panel interview; 
• Tests of language proficiency; and
• Research methodology knowledge as 

demonstrated in an undergraduate or 
honours research report. 

Selection will take place in November and 
December of the year prior to registration. 
Prospective students must apply before 31 
August (international students) or 31 October 
(South African students) of the year preceding 
registration. 

Curriculum options

This specialist degree integrates theory with in-
depth knowledge of health systems. Students 
will identify a health/health systems issue and 
address it via research.

There are 2 available options:
1. Full dissertation, and
2. At least two interrelated manuscripts that 

are publishable or published in accredited 
journals.

There is no coursework option but throughout 
their studies, students attend non-credit 
bearing Master Classes in health systems and 
research methodology.


