
 
 
 
 
Reminder: NRF 2026 grant allocations and spending deadlines 
 
This email serves as a gentle reminder that your 2026 NRF allocation(s) must be spent 
by 31 October 2026 (N-Entities). 
  
Please consider the following important points: 

• Grant holders are expected to spend 100% of their grant allocation within the funding 
year. Any unspent funds will be subject to repayment to the NRF. 

• In cases where there are valid reasons for the non-expenditure of a portion of the 
grant within the funding year, grant holders must inform the Research Office 
timeously (Thabi Mosoetsa – MosoetsaT@ufs.ac.za / +27 51 401 7708) and 
provide a detailed motivation for the relevant grant adjustments. This can be done 
before November when the Annual Research Report cycle opens. 

 
*NB: The NRF reserves the right to reject such motivations if they are deemed insufficient or 
not adequately documented and substantiated. 
  

• Funds allocated to your D-Entity, specifically Thuthuka, must be spent by 30 
November 2026, as indicated in the email shared earlier this year. Any unused funds 
will be returned to the DRD after the stipulated deadline. 

• Kindly refer to the attached funding frameworks for guidance on eligible expenditure. 
Note that all expenditure must align with your approved proposal. For any deviation 
requests, please contact Thabi Mosoetsa to facilitate NRF approval.  

• The NRF Once-Off Rating Incentive (N-Entity) must be utilised by 31 October 2026. 
Any requests for an adjustment (not a carry-forward) to 2027 must be submitted 
through the Research Office for consideration by the NRF.  

• The DRD Rating Incentive may be rolled over to the following year. Please note that, 
as the Research Office aligns its funding policy with that of the NRF, certain 
expenditure items are no longer eligible for processing by Finance (e.g., visa costs, 
permit fees, etc.). You are encouraged to make use of another research entity(A/F) to 
cover the cost. Kindly refer to your Conditions of Grant and Spending Criteria 
documents shared earlier for further details.  

• As per NRF rules, no carry forward (CF) of unspent funds will be considered for the 
following: 
1. Scholarships or grant-holder-linked student funding 
2. Postdoctoral fellowships (this includes the running costs) 
3. Professional Development Programme 
4. Incentive funding for Rated Researchers Programme 
5. New Generation of Academics Programme (nGAP), except in extenuating 

circumstances e.g., illness, where proof is submitted. 
  

• Lastly, please check your inbox for the automated email from Finance with the 
subject line ‘NRF % Spending Email’. This communication is important as it 
provides the following information: 

o  Current grant balance 
o Percentage of funds spent 
o Remaining funds available for expenditure 
o Relevant spending deadlines 
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Outstanding encumbrances 
Encumbrances that are not paid within two months must be followed up by the entity 
manager. Only amounts that occur as actual transactions in the financial system may be 
claimed. Goods/services for which an order was issued, but that have not yet been received 
(in other words the invoice will not be paid by 15 November 2026), cannot be included in this 
claim. 
  
Should you have any questions regarding pending grant releases or require assistance, 
please do not hesitate to contact the Research Office: Thabi Mosoetsa on 
(Mosoetsat@ufs.ac.za) or +27 51 401 7708. 
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