Research Ethics — UFS

Applications submitted on Research Ethics Information Management System (RIMS)

Institutional Research Ethics Committees N

Human
Health

Health Sciences Research Ethics Committee (HSREC):
All health/medical-related research.

General
Human

General Human Research Ethics Committee (GHREC):
All research that is NOT health-related, animal-related, or
biohazardous.

Animal Research Ethics Committee (AREC):

Environment All research involving the use of animals in any form/shape.

and Biosafety

Environment and Bio-safety Research Ethics Committee (EBREC):
All environment and biological or hazardous material-related research.

DATA COLLECTION SECONDARY DATA ANALYSIS

- New data being collected

DESKTOP STUDY

- Typically law studies - Data collected for another study or

et e other purpose. Findings not published

data

- Methods include: questionnaires,
interviews, surveys, etc. - Treated the same as the data collection

- Informed consent must be application type

obtained prior to data collection

- Journal articles, laws,
books, etc. - No data collection tools required -
unless the study involves the
introduction of new data collection

methods

- All relevant research-related
documents must be reviewed and
approved by the applicable ethics
committee

- Absolutely no human
participation

- Typically reviewed by two
reviewers and approved by
the chair of the ethics
committee

- Ethical clearance of the original study
and permission letter to use the data

s Must serve at the ethics must be attached to the application

committee meeting

Application Types —

Ethics Application
Outcomes

Conditionally
approved - no
ethical issues,
but permission

or authority

document
outstanding

Ethics application process on RIMS

Faculty
administrator
sends to
reviewers

Create and
submit
application

Supervisor
approves
application

Approved -
no ethical
issues

Ethics Not approved/

Outcome

shared with

the researcher meeting

committee

Application
on agenda

CONTACT - RIMS Helpdesk E: rims@ufs.ac.za T: +27 514017619 or +27 514012961

www.ufs.ac.za

Inspiring excellence, transforming lives
through quality, impact, and care.
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Rejected - major
ethical issues;
cannot be reconciled

Or data has already
been collected; no
retrospective ethical
clearance

Modifications
required - ethical
issues (minor or
major), but the
researcher has the
opportunity to
address said issues
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