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As coordinator of Theme 1 within the 
Afromontane Research Unit, I am 
bringing together several researchers 
interested in the conservation and 
biodiversity of our unique mountainous 
regions. This new unit truly inspires me, 
as it seeks to create a unified research 
culture on this high-altitude campus, 

making the most of our location and campus-wide expertise. Within the Afromontane Research Unit, 
I am leading a study on how mountains shape animal behaviour, from the perspective of cognitive and 
behavioural ecology. More broadly speaking, I train local students in scarce scientific skills and lead 
efforts to encourage wider public engagement in science. I have published in high-ranking journals 
such as Nature Communications, while also blogging about the joys of field biology 
(http://kalaharifoxes.wordpress.com). As member of the South African Young Academy of Science, I 
am the creator and editor of the new PhD blog (http://sayasblog.com/), giving a voice to emerging 
scientists. I am the Principal Investigator for several field-based projects, the most prominent being 
an NRF-funded study on paternal care in bat-eared foxes.  
 
Contact:  lerouxa3@ufs.ac.za  
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