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What is Engaged Scholarship

• The overarching graduate attribute that is central to the model and all activities 
associated with it is the attribute of Community Engagement. 

Graduate attributes



Recognizing Leadership Development

• Co-curricular hub Co-curricular Programmes

Co-curricular Hub Mapping
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Engaged Scholarship fosters Engagement

• First year community 

engagement festival

• Bootcamp (2025)

• Co-curricular hub

• Volunteers (900)

• Social media

Recruitment



Through an analysis performed amongst a cohort of 
students involved in community-engaged social 
impact programmes, the need emerged to develop 
and recognize student learning through a structured 
pathway for holistic student skills and leadership 
development. 

Challenge



•ACCESS conducted a Participatory Action Learning 
Action Research (PALAR) study 

•Using nominal group technique, we collectively 
generated and analysed qualitative data. 

Methodology



2023
•How can students create 

a working model for 
sustainable skills and 

leadership development?

•Working model was fully 
implemented by end of 

2023.

Research question 1

2024

•How can ACCESS UFS 
develop a monitoring and 
evaluation framework to 

demonstrate societal 
impact?



Research question 2

2023
How can students create 

a holistic community 
through societal impact 

interventions?

2024
How can ACCESS UFS 

promote education and 
advocacy through 

societal development 
opportunities in 

collaborating social 
learning communities?



•ACCESS conducted a 
Participatory Action Learning 
Action Research (PALAR) 
study 

•Using nominal group 
technique, we collectively 
generated and analysed 
qualitative data. 

Data co-generation & Analysis



Data co-generation and analysis

Nominal Group Technique – Generated Action Themes



Knowledge co-creation for skills 
development and community engagement

• Knowledge for Change consortium was created to address the 
globally observed gap in community-university engagement and 
prepare the next generation of community-based participatory 

research (CBPR) students, practitioners and academics.
• Community Based Research on Blackboard for reflective 

portfolios.
• Workshops for students in skills development and the three 

themes
• Creation of knowledge products (Booklets, videos and pamphlets)
• The work that is covered in the CBR programme also has a link to 

the academic programme of students



Short Learning Programme 

• A blended (practical and 
theoretical) Pathway for 
skills and leadership  
development

• Pathway underpinned by a 
PALAR process 

• Recognition of action 
learning 

• Bachelor Professional 
Degree (L1-5) certified by 
the Global University for 
Lifelong Learning (GULL).
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CBR Alignment



Create a sustainable stakeholder 
network

Asset Map



• Bloemshelter

• Talitha Cumi

• MINA Foundation

• School of nursing

• CUADS

• Student Counselling 

and Development

• Lighuis

STAKEHOLDER NETWORK

• MakerSpace

• Social Support

• Protection Services

• Residences

• Student Organizations

• SRC

• Occupational Therapy

• Wool Wise UFS



Implementation
Environmental Affairs

Waste Management
Repurposing

• Eco-bricks

• First year festival

• Community Engagement Indaba

• Spring Day Celebration

• Climate change workshops – Climate Action, Microplastics and Waste 

Management

• What Should Students Know? –Recycling workshop

• Recycling drive

• Clean-up campaigns



Implementation
Environmental Affairs

Recycling campaigns



Implementation
Environmental Affairs

Living Labs
eARTherapy

• SPACES at National Hospital

• Earth building

• Mosaic

• What remains through time, slowness & 

stillness?

• Meraka to Meraka



Friendship Bench Process Flow



Implementation
Environmental Affairs

Gardens

Carel du Toit School
• Gardening
• Worm farming
• Carpentry (Raised beds)

Community Gardens
• Workshops
• Gardening 
• Lasagna gardening
• Composting
• Natural Pesiticides

Community Gardens
• Soap making
• Indigenous herbs
• Medicinal garden
• Harvesting and storage 

of herbs



Implementation
Environmental Affairs



Implementation
Environmental Affairs

Vermiculture
• Residences

• Student structures

• South Campus

• Indaba

• Open Day

• Painting boxes

• Worm day

• Nogas Post/ CUT

ACCESS 

“Go Green, Go Vermi: 

Harnessing Earth’s Power for 

Vibrant Gardens”



Vermiculture



Vermiculture Social Enterprise

• Collaboration  with Economic 

Management Sciences with the 

Entrepreneurship students to become a 

social enterprise.

• Set up a business plan

• This initiative is linking curricular and co-

curricular learning



• Zumba

• Cheerleading

• Fun Walk

• Vermiculture

• Herb gardens

Spring Day



Implementation
Health and Wellbeing 

Soap & Candle Making
• Skills development

• Community partners

• Residences

• Recycling - Molds and 

recycled soaps

• Aligned with Social Support

• Future prospects - 

Entrepreneurship

Murals
Bridge of Dreams

• Universitas Beautification

• Mindfulness and self-

expression

• Platform for social cohesion

Womxns memorial wall

• Brought light to Social Justice 

related matters

• Visual reflection

• Womxns history

Wellness Wednesday
Crochet

• Skills Development

• Future prospects - Entrepreneurship 

(markets)

• Donations at NGO’s

• Study breaks - mindfulness

• Creativity

Upcycling

• Paper beads

• Basket weaving from plastic

Baking

Needlework

• Skills development

• Future prospects - Sustainable fashion

• Wool Felting - Paradys



Implementation



Implementation



Implementation
Health and Wellbeing

First Aid Workshop

• Readiness for potential injuries 

during practical workshops and 

community engagement

• Work with children and 

vulnerable communities



Implementation
Health and Wellbeing

Menstrual Health

• Community Indaba

• Wear a Doek Day

• Collaboration with MINA foundation (Donated 

1000 MINA cup)

• Menstrual Health project with School of Nursing

• Service Learning – Credit bearing (Partnership)

• Knowledge product – Health Education

• Linking curricular and co-curricular 

programmes



Knowledge Products – Bridge Launch



#KOVSIESCARE GBV
• The doek as a symbol of empowerment. 

• Students reflected on how the doek makes 
them feel, and everyone was encouraged to 
wear one on the day. 

• Goals: advocacy, education, and 
empowerment.

• Brought together offices included Peer 
Mentorship, Gateway First-year Orientation, 
the HIV Office, Student Counselling and 
Development, CUADS, Protection Services, 
and Students for Law and Social Justice. 

• The MINA foundation also participated, 
educating students on menstrual cups and 
generously donating them to those in need.



#NoToDrugs
• No to Drugs Pledge and online campaign



innovative recognition platforms
• GULL graduations at the SL Awards
• Reflection sessions
• Co-curricular hub mapping



Create a strong media and marketing 
presence for visibility

• Social Media Platforms

• Volunteer group
The volunteer group expanded from 70 students in 2023 to 900 

students in 2025.

• Activations (Bridge, MakersSpace, Spring Day, Doek Event, 
Open Day)



Create a strong media and marketing 
presence for visibility



Equip students with fundraising skills 
for events and projects

• Social enterprise project with EMS
• Project Management workshop with Career Services

• Fundraising workshop with Institutional Advancement (2025)



What is Next?

1.More Skills Development 
2.Advance Entrepreneurship 
3.More Collaboration 
4.Enhance Learning Environments 
5.Needs analysis to address the GAP for skills development
6.Broaden Media and Social Media  reach and impact 
7. Advance Education and Advocacy 
8.Improved Administration 
9.Create Knowledge Products/ Expanding themes 



Thank you
questions?
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