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Communiqué 10 of 2024

To: Public and Private Higher Education Institutions in the Republic of
South Africa and other interested stakeholders and roleplayers.

Subject: Public comment on the new QAF Manual for New Institutions
entering Higher Education.

1. In the implementation of the Quality Assurance Framework (QAF) as described in the
implementation Protocols for the Quality Assurance Framework, a new external quality
assurance process is to be introduced by the CHE.

One of the requirements from the Department of Higher Education and Training for higher
education institutions is that the programmes that they are planning to offer are
accredited by the CHE. Until now, new institutions have submitted programme
accreditation applications in the same way as established instfitutions. From 2025,
however, new institutions entering higher education, will not be able to immediately
submit programmes for accreditation as has previously been the case. New institutions
planning to enter higher education will have to participate in a capacity development
and support process before they submit programmes for accreditation. In this process,
the new institution will have to show that it is ready to operate as a higher education
institution in advance of submitting programme accreditation applications. The process
which such new institutions will undergo is described in the QAF Manual for New
Institutions entering Higher Education.

2. The QAF Manual for New Institutions entering Higher Education is hereby released for
public comment.

3. Institutions and other interested stakeholders are invited to submit their comments by 14
October 2024 on the attached template to gaf@che.ac.za.

Yours sincerely

0% it

Dr Whitfield Green
Chief Executive Officer

Date: 2 September 2024

The Council on Higher Education is the Quality Council for Higher Education in South Africa

Members: Rev. VF Memani-Sedile (Chairperson), Prof LLL Le Grange, Prof A Parekh, Prof Y Waghid, Adv. N Memani, Dr N Lawton-Misra, Prof DP van der Nest, Ms KR
Magongoa, Dr TS Naidoo, Adv. MJ Majodina, Mr MN Muluvhahothe, Dr CB Zulu, Dr GR Son and Ms D lonescu, Prof VN Marivate and Prof MH Kanyane

Ex-officio members: Mr S Govender (Department of Labour), Mr V Naidoo (CEO: QCTO), Dr MM Socikwa (DDG: DHET), Dr MS Rakometsi (CEO: Umalusi), Ms N Starr (CEO:
SAQA), Dr FV Nelwamondo (CEO: NRF); Dr A Nkosi (DBE), Mr | Patel (DSI) and Dr WJ Green (CEO: CHE)

1


https://www.che.ac.za/#/main
https://www.che.ac.za/publications/frameworks/quality-assurance-framework-qaf-higher-education-south-africa
https://www.che.ac.za/news-and-announcements/communiqu-10-2023-draft-implementation-protocols-external-quality-assurance
mailto:qaf@che.ac.za

