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1%

2%

5%

6%

35%

50%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

I will be travelling/taking a break

I will be doing volunteer (unpaid) work

I have not yet decided what I will do

Other

I will be studying further

I will be working



     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 2021

I am already working 604 725

I have accepted a position/job offer 100 65

I am considering one or more specific job offers 42 49

I will be self-employed 48 24

I am currently searching for a job 902 583

I have not yet begun my job search 398 109

19%

7%

43%

37%

5%

4%

29%

47%



 

 

 

 

Sample size 
Race 2020 2021 

African 1599 1257 

Coloured 131 82 

Indian 26 17 

Other 14 3 

White 320 184 

n 2090 1543 

 

 

I am already working 

I have accepted a position/job offer 

I am considering one or more specific job offers 

I will be self-employed 

I am currently searching for a job 

I have not yet begun my job search 

Legend 

21%

13% 12%
14% 13%

8%
5% 6% 5%

50%

36%

27%

29%

13%

43%

23%

12%

33%

9%

8%

7%

4%

4%

6%

3%

9%

8%

14%

9%

4%

18%

7%

21%

40%
46%

36%

60%

40%

67%

59%

67%

77%

African Coloured Indian Other White African Coloured Indian Other White

2020 2021



     

 
 

 

 

 

 

20%
17%

7% 6%

47%

34%

39%
35%

5%

3%

3%
4%

4%

5%

5%
3%

25%

36%

45%
49%

Female Male Female Male

2020 2021

I am already working 

I have accepted a position/job offer 

I am considering one or more specific job offers 

I will be self-employed 

I am currently searching for a job 

I have not yet begun my job search 

Legend 

Sample size 
Gender 2020 2021 

Female 1456 1011 

Male 622 538 

n 2078 1549 

 



 

 

 

 

 

61%

25%

14%

6%

38%

12%
5%

33%

51%

53%

22%

11%

38%

56%

48%

22%

8%

4%

5%

8%

3%

8%

3%

3%

4%

4%

5%

4%

8%

6%

6%

3%

15%

27%

59%

78%

8%

22%

37%

69%

85%

Below 20 21-25 26-30 31-35 Above 35 Below 20 21-25 26-30 31-35 Above 35

2020 2021

I am already working 

I have accepted a position/job offer 

I am considering one or more specific job offers 

I will be self-employed 

I am currently searching for a job 

I have not yet begun my job search 

Legend Sample size 
Age 2020 2021 

Below 20 49 13 

21-25 1247 690 

26-30 338 252 

31-35 157 137 

Above 35 297 444 

n 2088 1536 

 



     

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

8%

20%

8%
4%

7%
4%

46%

44%

22%

39%
38%

29%

5%

6%

9% 3%

4%

3%

5%

8%

4%

6%

38%

27%

56%

48% 46%

56%

Lesotho South African Other Lesotho South African Other

2020 2021

I am already working 

I have accepted a position/job offer 

I am considering one or more specific job offers 

I will be self-employed 

I am currently searching for a job 

I have not yet begun my job search 

Legend Sample size 
Nationality 2020 2021 

Lesotho 74 46 

South African 1930 1423 

Other 78 72 

n 2082 1541 

 

 



     

 
 

 

 

 

I am already working 

I have accepted a position/job offer 

I am considering one or more specific job offers 

I will be self-employed 

I am currently searching for a job 

I have not yet begun my job search 

Legend Sample size 
First-generation graduate 2020 2021 

Yes 850 689 

No 1216 840 

Don't know/ unsure 22 13 

n 2088 1542 

 

 

20% 18%

32%

7% 7% 8%

48%

40%

41%

42%

33%

23%

3%

4%

8%

5%

5%

3%

5%

24%

32%
27%

41%

51%

62%

Yes No Don't know/ unsure Yes No Don't know/ unsure

2020 2021



 

 

 

 

5%

21%

8%

21%

47%

21%

42%

3%

5%

5%

4%

4%

64%

23%

69%

41%

No Yes No Yes

2020 2021

I am already working 

I have accepted a position/job offer 

I am considering one or more specific job offers 

I will be self-employed 

I am currently searching for a job 

I have not yet begun my job search 

Legend Sample size 
First-time registration 2020 2021 

No 321 285 

Yes 1768 1243 

n 2089 1528 

 

 



     

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

,

50%

6%

20%

11%
5% 3%

14%
9%

4% 6%

18%

19%

57%

41%

22%
20%

10%

13%

4%

56%

36%

20%
15%

26%

3%

13%

3%

5%

4%

2%

3%

4%

3%

8%

4%

3%

2%

5%

4%

5%

7%

3%

9%

5%

4%

10%

6%

6%

23%

63%

15%

37%

71%

62%

70% 70%

87%

26%

47%

75%
71%

57%

HC Dip UGD Hons PGDip M D HC Dip UGD Hons PGDip M D

2020 2021

I am already working 

I have accepted a position/job offer 

I am considering one or more specific job offers 

I will be self-employed 

I am currently searching for a job 

I have not yet begun my job search 

Legend Sample size 
Qualification 2020 2021 

HC 246 206 

Dip 16 23 

UGD 1210 765 

Hons 215 133 

PGDip 231 150 

M 133 197 

D 40 70 

n 2091 1544 

 

 



     

 
 

 

 

25%

15%
10%

6%

57%

34%

53%

30%

3%

3%
3%

3%

3%

6%

4%

4%

12%

39%

27%

55%

No Yes No Yes

2020 2021

I am already working 

I have accepted a position/job offer 

I am considering one or more specific job offers 

I will be self-employed 

I am currently searching for a job 

I have not yet begun my job search 

Legend Sample size 
First-choice programme 2020 2021 

No 795 491 

Yes 1291 1056 

n 2086 1547 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20%

4% 3%

22%

30%

63%

11%
8%

15%
12%10%

49%

45%

6%

29%

43%

54%

12%

6%

34%

32%

11%

25%

38%

59%

36%

11%

3%

5%

4%

3%

4%
4%

3%

4%

3%

5%

4%

3%

4%

4%

7%

3%

27%

4%

5%

3%

6%

2%

18%

4%

5%

4%

76%

20%

46%

60% 59%

27%

100%

8%

19%

91%

46%

61%
64% 63%

43%

100%

16%

44%

BS EMS EDU HSC LAW NAS ODL HUM T&R BS EMS EDU HSC LAW NAS ODL HUM T&R

2020 2021

I am already working 

I have accepted a position/job offer 

I am considering one or more specific job offers 

I will be self-employed 

I am currently searching for a job 

I have not yet begun my job search 

Legend Sample size 
Faculty 2020 2021 

BS 62 33 

EMS 357 175 

EDU 322 486 

HSC 62 56 

LAW 211 101 

NAS 403 304 

ODL 4 8 

HUM 617 338 

T&R 52 25 

n 2090 1526 

 



     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



     

 
 

 

 

 

 

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

2%

2%

2%

2%

2%

2%

3%

3%

4%

6%

6%

7%

8%

45%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%

Sports

Tourism

Hospitality and events management

Transport and logistics

Property and construction

Security and law enforcement

Creative arts and design

Energy and utilities

Media, communication, publishing

Engineering and manufacturing

Marketing, advertising, public relations

Non-government and non-profit

Mining

Information technology (IT)

Sales and retail

Research and development

Human resource management

Business, consulting, management

I have no idea

Psychology and social work

Law

Other (please specify in the box  below)

Healthcare

Government and public services

Accountancy, banking, finance, auditing

Agriculture and environment

Education



 

 

 

 

 

Free State
29%

Gauteng
24%

KwaZulu-Natal
11%

Other
10%

Northern Cape
5%

Western Cape
5%

Eastern 
Cape
5%

Mpumalanga
4%

Limpopo
3%

North West
2%



     

 
 

 

 

 

 

2%

41% 42%

15%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

2021 2022 2023 2024 or beyond

2%

2%

11%

12%

14%

18%

42%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

Higher Certificate

Diploma

Undergraduate Degree

Doctoral

Postgraduate Diploma

Masters

Honours



 

 

 

 

Directly related
75%

Don't know/Unsure
3%

Partly related
17%

Unrelated
4%



     

 
 

 

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

1%

1%

1%

1%

2%

2%

2%

3%

3%

7%

9%

66%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Walter Sisulu University (WSU)

University of Venda (UNIVEN)

Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT)

University of Zululand (UNIZULU)

University of Mpumalanga (UMP)

Tshwane University of Technology (TUT)

Nelson Mandela University (NMU)

Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University (SMU)

Rhodes University (RU)

University of Limpopo (UL)

University of Western Cape (UWC)

Central University of Technology (CUT)

University of Cape Town (UCT)

University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN)

Stellenbosch University (SU)

University of Johannesburg (UJ)

North West University (NWU)

University of Pretoria (UP)

University of Witwatersrand (WITS)

Other

University of South Africa (UNISA)

University of the Free State (UFS)



 

 

 

 

 

0%

1%

1%

1%

2%

3%

4%

5%

16%

67%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Northern Cape

Mpumalanga

Limpopo

Eastern Cape

North West

KwaZulu-Natal

Western Cape

Other

Gauteng

Free State

Yes
86%

Don't know/Unsure
8% No

6%
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39% 37% 17% 4% 2%

Very satisfied Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied Very dissatisfied

3%

15%

22%

22%

27%

29%

35%

44%

46%

47%

59%

80%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

Other

Low tuition fees

Off-campus social life(e.g. private residences)

Availability of financial assistance

Supportive social environment

On-campus social life(e.g. sports facilities, residences)

Location

Availability of a wide range of academic programmes

Good research resources

Supportive academic environment

High quality of academic staff

Good academic reputation



 

 

 

https://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/choosing-university/reasons-stay-same-university-your-postgraduate-degree
https://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/choosing-university/reasons-stay-same-university-your-postgraduate-degree
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/08/04/economy/china-military-drills-taiwan-global-trade-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.oecd.org/economic-outlook/#cost-of-living
https://www.pwc.co.za/en/assets/pdf/economic-outlook/sa-economic-outlook-focus-on-the-consumer.pdf


 
 
 

 

 
 


