CHAPTER 4

—
THE SACRED AND PROFANE

Theorising Knowledge
Reproduction Processes in a
Service-Learning Curriculum

Janice McMillan

T'his chapter reflects an attempt to develop a theoretical framework to under-
stand and analyse the relationship between academic and everyday knowledge
in the context of undergraduate service learning curricula in higher educa-
tion. One of the challenges of service learning is that in engagement with
communities, students and the university come into contact and develop rela-
tionships with members of communities. These relationships between knowl-
edge discourses have had litde (if any) mention in the literature on research
in the field. Drawing largely on studies in the sociology of education, the main
focus of the chapter is the development of a conceptual framework which can
point to ways in which such relationships can be explored.

INTRODUCTION

The title of this chapter is taken from a paper by Muller and Taylor (1994)
who draw on the work of sociologist Emile Durkheim. Durkheim explores
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