
What are the NBTs?
Universities South Africa (USAf) initiated the NBTs, and several South African universities use the test(s) as part of their student placement 
processes. The first test is the Academic and Quantitative Literacy Test (AQL), and the second is the Mathematics Test (MAT). Each test takes 
three hours to complete and both tests are written on the same day. 

Is it compulsory to take the NBT tests? 
Yes, all first-time entering undergraduate applicants to the University of the Free State must write the NBTs before registering, but preferably 
before the end of 2021.

Must I write both tests?
It depends. ALL prospective students must write the AQL test. If you apply to the Faculty of Economic and Management Sciences, the 
Faculty of Natural and Agricultural Sciences, or the Faculty of Health Sciences, you must write both the AQL and MAT tests where required. 

Why write the NBTs?
The level of academic reading and writing that you must be able to master at university is very different from what you are used to at 
school. If you lack this level of skills, you may have a hard time at university. But if we know what the level of your skills are, we can make 
sure that you enrol for the most appropriate modules and programmes in your first year. And that is what we use the NBTs for – to help us 
understand what skills you have, and what skills need to be developed. 

How, when, and where to write?
Registration for NBTs opens on 1 April 2021. You should write the NBTs while you are in Grade 12, before you register at the university. Visit 
www.nbt.ac.za for all the information you need. Once you have written the tests, you can use the results to apply at any university. The 
UFS only accepts NBT results, NO other admission tests will be considered. 

If you are applying to study MBChB in the Faculty of Health Sciences, you should have written the NBTs before the end of June 2021.
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