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Join Zoom Meeting: 
 
https://zoom.us/j/96702569221?pwd=JbqIU1H7kuvTh0ZpvqJJucDpLJarSK.1 
Meeting ID: 967 0256 9221 
Passcode: 272771 
 
Title and Abstract: 

Biological Control in South African Grasslands: Unexplored Successes and Future Potential 

The South African Grassland Biome provides vital ecosystem services, including water regulation, 
carbon storage, and forage production for over 50% of the country’s 
livestock. However, these services are severely impacted by invasive 
alien woody plant species. Recent investigations into invasive alien 
plant species at both national and regional conservation scales have 
shown that invasions continue to spread across South Africa, 
including within the Grassland biome, despite extensive management 
efforts. At these broad scales, the only species showing reduced 
invasion trends are those targeted by biological control. Yet, despite 
the Biome’s ecological and economic importance, the 
implementation and derived benefits of biological control have been 
less apparent here than in other South African biomes. As a 
researcher working within the Grassland Biome, I aim to highlight 
previously undocumented cases of reduced tree invasions, 
opportunities to furthering current programmes, new opportunities, 
and explore how biological control could contribute more effectively 
to invasive species management in grasslands.  
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