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Our Ref: Persons with disabilities.001cdj 

14 October 2013 

Incline Architects 
Private Bag X01 
Suite 158 
Brandhof 
9324 

For the attention of Mr L Delport 

Dear Sir 

PARKING FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES ON THE SOUTH CAMPUS OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF THE FREE STATE 

Accessibility for persons with disabilities, making use of motor vehicles on campus refers. 

On the road, persons with physical impairments operate vehicles within the exact same 
environment as able bodied persons.  They are subjected to exactly the same rules, 
regulations and visual environment.  Hence, the University of the Free State’s Guidance 
System and Operational Guidelines, compiled by GIBB, make full provision for all road users.  
Way finding is also included in the Guidance System.  Once parked, the disembarking from a 
motor vehicle, moving to a building and moving within a building requires special attention to 
accommodate wheelchairs. 

There is no clear design guideline to use to determine the exact number and position of 
parking for persons with disabilities.  The main considerations for parking are: 

• Close proximity for persons with walking impairments 
• Size of parking bays for persons with wheelchairs 
• No other impairments are relevant to this study. 

Notable requirements from the National Building Regulations SANS 10400S are: 

• Signs should not be less than 2m above driveway level. 
• Only one parking bay per person with disabilities shall be provided for employees. 
• Where more than 50 parking bays are provided for a specific building at least one 

parking bay per 25 parking bays provided shall be provided for vehicles used by 
persons with disabilities. 

• The dimensions and gradients for such parking bays are provided and should comply 
with the Southern Africa Development Community Road Traffic Signs Manual (SADC 
RTSM) 

• The parking bays each provided should be within 50m from the accessible entrance 
of each building.  

• Such parking bays shall be properly demarcated with relevant vertical signs and road 
painted markings. 

• A vertical clearance of 2.4m is specified.  



2 

The National Guidelines on Parking for Persons with Disabilities basically endorse the SANS 
10400S requirements, but is more specific on quantifying the number of parking bays 
required. 

Currently, there are about 365 formal parking bays provided on this campus.  In the 
proposed layout for parking for drivers with disabilities a total of 10 parking bays are 
demarcated for persons with disabilities.  The requirement in terms of the National 
Guidelines is 8 parking bays.  These parking bays are conveniently located, relative to the 
various access points to the pedestrian routes. 

Based on the information above it can be concluded that this campus is accessible for 
persons with disabilities, making use of motor vehicles.  

Yours faithfully 
for GIBB (Pty) Ltd 

C F de Wet PrEng 
Technical Executive 




















